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CAIRNGORMS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 

 

FOR DECISION 
 

 

Title: CNPA RESPONSE TO TRANSPORT SCOTLAND A9 

DUALLING - KILLIECRANKIE TO GLEN GARRY 

SECTION PROPOSALS 
 

Prepared by:  Gavin Miles, Head of Planning and Communities 
    

Recommendation 

 

That the Committee: 

 
i. Endorse the objection made by the CNPA to the A9 upgrade proposals at 

Killiecrankie on the basis of lack of information about potential impacts 

on the nationally important Historic Battlefield site. 

 

Background 
 

1. The CNPA Planning Committee agreed not to object to this section of the A9 when it 

considered the proposals on 15 December 2017. Officers reported that we were 

satisfied with the assessment of impacts and the mitigation proposed for this section of 

the A9 upgrading (Project 5, Killiecrankie to Glen Garry).   

 

2. However, within the last two weeks, Historic Environment Scotland have identified 

that the information on which the assessment of impacts on the nationally important 

historic Killiecrankie Battlefield site was made was insufficient to draw the conclusions 

reached in the Environmental Statement on the significance of impacts. They consider 

that there is insufficient evidence to demonstrate that widening of the northbound 

carriageway has less significant or equal impacts on the Battlefield than widening on the 

southbound side of the existing road. Historic Environment Scotland has objected to 

the proposals on that basis. 

 

3. Historic Environment Scotland is the national body with statutory responsibility for 

the historic environment. The CNPA is the guardian of the National Park’s aims and 

the first of those is to conserve and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the 

National Park. The CNPA is not the decision-maker for this proposal, but takes 

account of advice from statutory consultees in making decisions. In this case, Historic 

Environment Scotland’s position raises potentially significant issues for the impacts on 

the Killiecrankie Battlefield site and therefor, potentially significant conflict between 

the aims of the National Park.    
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Conclusion 

4. In light of Historic Environment Scotland’s objection based on a lack of information on 

which to make a judgement about the proposed route and in discussion with the 

Planning Committee Boards Convenors, on 23 January 2018, the CNPA made an 

objection to Project 5 based on the lack of information and the potential for conflict 

between the aims of the National Park. The CNPA’s objection should help ensure that 

the appropriate information is used to inform the route choice and any necessary 

mitigation associated with the Battlefield site. Without taking that information into 

account, there is a risk of a loss of archaeological evidence associated with the Battle 

of Killiecrankie that could either be avoided or would require more significant 

mitigation.  

 

5. To be clear, this is not an objection in principle to the current proposals. The CNPA 

supports the upgrade of the A9 and have provided detailed feedback throughout the 

process to date. We acknowledge that the route must cross the Killiecrankie 

Battlefield site. The CNPA wants the additional information that Historic Environment 

Scotland have identified as missing to be taken into account in the decision-making 

process so that a judgement can be taken on the best route and necessary mitigation 

from all points of view. The objection can be removed by the CNPA at any point once 

satisfied that it has been addressed. 

   

 
Gavin Miles  

January 2018 

gavinmiles@cairngorms.co.uk 

 

Appendices: 

 
1. Copy of objection 
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