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Heating with Woodfuel 

 
 People across Scotland are bringing the fuel good factor into their 

homes and workplaces as they realise the potential financial and 
environmental benefits of this natural energy resource.     

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Logs, woodchips, and pellets burn in highly efficient, clean boilers 

which can be installed to heat homes, offices, factories and public 
buildings.   

 
 The fuel comes from a variety of sustainable sources such as 

forestry, new plantings or from the residues of timber 
processing.  
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Why use Woodfuel? 

• Save money, reduce fuel bills and turn waste heat into bottom line 
savings 
 

• Fuel Security: replace imported oil and gas by sourcing your fuel 
locally 
 

• Be part of the woodfuel supply chain – providing local jobs and 
investment, maintaining income in the rural economy and contributing 
to Scotland’s economic growth 
 

• Using a green alternative to fossil fuels reduces CO2 emissions 
 

• Woodfuel production can improve timber quality, access and 
amiety value to land managers 
 

• Woodfuel boiler efficiencies are equivalent to fossil fuel 
alternatives 
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Woodfuel demand 

• 1.2 million tonnes of woodfuel 
used in Scotland in 2010. 

• Fastest growth is in small and 
medium scale users. 

• Small and medium scale users 
account for ~10% of annual 
woodfuel usage. 

• NE Scotland and CNP: 60% 
increase in installed capacity in 
last 2 years  
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Comparative Prices for Woodfuel 

Relative Fuel Costs
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How can Land Managers Benefit? 

• Through Reduced Energy Costs by Installing a Wood 
Fuelled Boiler 

• Through Sale of Wood to the Market 
• Woodfuel producers are willing to purchase small 

volumes, ideal for farm woodland management. 

• Through Improved Woodland Management 
-Access and Amenity 

-Longevity of Stands 

-Increased Quality of Future Timber Production 

-Improved Habitat Provision 

• Through Lease of Land or Storage Capacity - Woodfuel 
producers need distribution hubs near to customers. 

• Timber Storage 
• Undercover Chip Storage 
• Processing sites 

• Through Sale of Heat on Distributed Heat Network 
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Gelston Holiday Cottages, Dumfries 
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Split Log Production 
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Split Firewood Logs 
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Wood Chip 



12/04/2012 Ian Cowe - Biomass Development Officer 11 

Processing 
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Delivery 
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How can Land Managers Benefit? 
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Case Studies 



12/04/2012 Ian Cowe - Biomass Development Officer 15 

Summary 

• Woodlands could allow farms and estates to provide 
their own energy for heating   
 

• You can reduce your energy costs by using woodfuel 
 

• There is an experienced supply chain ready to expand 
with demand, and this provides an opportunity for 
diversification 

• Storage 
• Timber sales 
• Processing 

 
• Substantial Financial support is available to help meet 

the capital costs for renewables projects 
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UseWoodFuel Scotland 

Ian Cowe - Biomass Development Officer 
UseWoodFuel Scotland - usewoodfuel.co.uk 

Low Carbon Cairngorms - www.lowcarboncairngorms.org 
Biomass Energy Centre - biomassenergycentre.org.uk 

 


	CNPA Land Managers Forum: Getting The Fuel Good Factor �
	Heating with Woodfuel
	Why use Woodfuel?
	Woodfuel demand
	Comparative Prices for Woodfuel
	How can Land Managers Benefit?
	Gelston Holiday Cottages, Dumfries
	Split Log Production
	Split Firewood Logs
	Wood Chip
	Processing
	Delivery
	How can Land Managers Benefit?
	Case Studies
	Summary
	UseWoodFuel Scotland

