Welcome to Tomintoul

At 1,165 feet (350m) above sea level Tomintoul
is the highest village in the Highlands. Coming
from the Gaelic words meaning “the mound of
the barn” or “the barn knoll” Tomintoul was
originally founded in the late 1700's by the Duke
of Gordon. The Duke's plan was to encourage
scattered tenants to move to a “planned”
village. Today the village still retains this
“planned” character with its wide main street,
square and grid layout.

Tomintoul Trails

A network of paths and tracks leads out of the
village. With something for everyone, these
provide inspiring views, rich local history and
abundant wildlife. Follow the colour coded
waymarkers so that you don't get lost.

Tomintoul sits within Glenlivet Estate, part of
The Crown Estate, where visitors are welcome to
explore the paths and tracks on foot, by bike and
on horseback. To find out more about the estate
and other walks in the area drop in to the Estate
Visitor Centre at the top of the main street.
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For information on paths, local events,
facilities and accommodation:
Visitor Information Centres:

Tomintoul: 01807 580 285
Glenlivet Estate: 01479 870 070
Grantown-on-Spey: 01479 872 242

Useful web sites:
www.glenlivetestate.co.uk
www.glenlivet-cairngorms.co.uk
www.cairngorms.co.uk
www.visitcairngorms.com
www.walkhighlands.co.uk

If you enjoyed Tomintoul Trails' then look out
for other Community Path Leaflets to help you
explore more of the Cairngorms National Park.
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Start: Main Square

Terrain: Farm track and rough path, crosses open farmland,
minor road with mostly no footway.

Terrain: Rough forest track.

Based on Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the Controller
of HMSO. © Crown Copyright 2011. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey
Licence Number 100049979. Map and text © CNPA 2011.

Photo credits: CNPA, The Crown Estate and Mike Drury, Whisky Castle.



Wildlife

In the spring and summer the wet meadows
around the village are noisy with the calls of
wading birds, such as lapwing. The National Park
contains the most important inland breeding
sites of these waders and the fields around
Tomintoul are a crucial part of this success.

The woodlands around the village are rich in
flowers, birds and animals. Home to roe deer and
red squirrels, the woods are alive with birds such
as redstarts and spotted flycatchers in summer
and ablaze with ragged robin and devils bit
scabious. If you look hard enough you'll find
delicate heath spotted orchids.

The rivers are a great place to see birds like
dippers and grey wagtails hunt insects above and
below the water.

Redcoats and Reivers

Positioned near the crossing of the River Avon,
Tomintoul has always provided an important
stopover for weary travellers, cattle drovers and
soldiers. Following the Jacobite rebellion of 1745
the military road arrived in Tomintoul carving a
line in the landscape linking the forts at Corgarff,
Braemar and north to Fort George on the coast,
bringing occupation to these wild lands and
quelling the insurgents. Even in peaceful times
cattle drovers had to be wary of reivers (rustlers)
stealing cattle away through the passes back to
the western Highlands.

Travellers and Tourists

With its warm highland hospitality, Tomintoul
has always been a welcome resting place for
tourists. Queen Victoria paused on her travelsin
1860 and was so taken with the view over the
River Avon that she wrote about it in her
Highland diaries.

Today visitors can find out about the village at
the museum and visitor centre in the square, and
enjoy local shops and tearooms.

Let the Games begin!

Tomintoul Games are one of the oldest
traditional highland games in Scotland. People
come from miles around to test their strength at
the games on the third Saturday in July. A great
family day out and a chance to have a go!
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