
With a bold target of 5,000 ha of new native woodland 
for the period 2013-2018, there was a need to both 
identify where this could bring about the biggest  
ecological gains, and to encourage landowners and  
managers to make space for woodland creation.

Using various datasets relating to soil type, capercaillie 
activity, breeding wader birds, designated sites,  
watercourses etc, the Cairngorms National Park  
Authority created a Target Areas map, which identified 
those areas where woodland creation in the next few 
years could best strengthen a native woodland habitat 
network across the Park. It was agreed with Forestry 
Commission Scotland that native woodland creation  
in these areas would be incentivised by increasing  
grant rates by 12.5%.

The most recent version of the map incentivises  
woodland creation in areas across the Park with  
soils suitable for a wide range of native woodland  
type, including riparian and montane woodland.
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