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ANNEX 1 - SECTIONS 14 AND 15: UPHOLDING OUTDOOR ACCESS RIGHTS

Sections 14 and 15 give specific powers to the Park Authority to take action against land 
managers who utilise prohibition signs, obstructions and dangerous impediments, etc for the 

main purpos e of deterring or preventing the exercise of access rights.

Receive access enquiry

Give advice and/or suggest alternative line of response 
or course of action for enquirer if appropriate

Complete access enquiry form 

Early investigation of issue by outdoor 
access staff or delegated authority

Informal approach to land manager – reminder of duties 
of landowners and CNPA; further identify issues; 

explore solutions in conjunction with other stakeholders

Seek agreement on course of action with 
land manager if possible

Look for verification that course of action agreed has 
been followed

Formal approach to land manager – serve Notice 
requiring action within specified timescale and identify 

default action for CNPA to undertake work

Further verification that action has been 
undertaken satisfactorily

If not, CNPA arranges for action to be 
taken to restore outdoor access rights

On completion of work send letter, 
requesting payment, to land manager 

Non-payment – case 
referred to legal advisors

Payment

If not, option for consultation with LOAF

Issue resolved

Log and monitor 
enquiry

Write to original 
enquirer or 

stakeholders 
informing of 

outcome

Write to land 
manager with 

thanks if 
appropriate
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ANNEX 2 - SECTION 23:  REINSTATEMENT OF PATH SURFACE

Land managers have a duty to r estore within 14 days, the path surface of any core 
path or right of way that they disturb through ploughing or other husbandry.

Receive access enquiry

Complete access enquiry form

Investigation including site visit by outdoor access staff or 
delegated authority as soon as possible. Establish that 

Section 23 is the relevant power

On completion of work, letter and 
invoice sent to land manager

Letter to land manager – reminder of duty of land managers 
to re-instate disturbed path surface; outline the powers of 
the CNPA and the legal consequences of failure to take 

action.  Give a time limit for re -inspection

Site inspection visit

Issue not resolved - no action taken 
or unsatisfactory work completed

Notify Procurator Fiscal

Write to land manager giving 1 4 days 
notice of Authorities intent to enter 
land to re-instate.  Give cut off date 

and time for contact if land managers 
decide to complete work themselves

Make arrangements to carry out re -
inspection and reinstatement if 

necessary.  Carry out works

Issue resolved

Write to land 
manager with 

acknowledgement 
and thanks if 
appropriate

 Write to original 
enquirer

Payment Non payment - inform 
legal advisors

Procurator Fiscal 
may instigate 
court action
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ANNEX 3 - SECTION 11: ACCESS EXEMPTIONS

Less than 6 days Common to both 6 days to 2 years

Send application form and information leaflet 
to applicant

Submit 
applications at 
least 2 months 
prior to closure

Submit at least 4 
months prior to 
date of closure

Completed application form received and 
acknowledgement sent

Verify land ownership issues. Confirm that 
site is access land and visit site if necessary. 

Liase with land manager and/or applicant

Option to consult with 
other stakeholders or 
table for discussion at 
Local Outdoor Access 

Forum

Place advertisements in press

Allow 28 days for consultation

Circulate standard consultation letter to list 
of consultees  

Receive objections and representations

Table for discussion at Local Outdoor 
Access Forum

Prepare report for CNPA Board meeting

Submit CNPA opinion and representations 
to Ministers

Possible public inquiry as per Town and 
Country Planning Act 1997 s.265

Receive Ministerial decisionNotify applicant of decision 
including standard signage.  

Recoup costs of advertising from 
applicant

Advertise closure
Monitor sample of closures

Sign decision notice 
(Head of VSRG)

Option to advertise 
closure


