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Don McKeae
Head of Planning & Development
Cairngorms National Park Authotily

14 The Square, Our Ref. SP4930
Grantown on Spey Your Ref
PH26 JHG

Date: 27 March 2008

Daar Don,

Planning Concarne
Mr & Mra David & Katherine Elder of Roasburn, 18 Seafield Ceurt, Grantown On

Spoy, , PH26 3LE

| have been contactad by my constituents Mr & Mrs Elder abouit the issue of thelr concerns
over a proposed development by Muir Homes.

| enclose for ease of reference a copy of thelr letlar to ma in which they outiines thel
concarns ovar this development.

I would be grateful if you could confirm that these concerne, along with other
reprasantations you recelve, will be taken fully into account when you conslider this

application. oS WP/{‘ /

Danny Aluxander

www.dannyalexander.arg.uk
Highland Liberal Damoerats Conatitusncy Offoe: 45 Huntly Sirael, INVERNESS IV BHR
Toj 01403 711200 Fax 01403 714000 menaff; dannyalaxandermpdiparisment.ok
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Demr Mi Alexander
Proposed Development by Mulr Homes at Sealicld Avenue/Castle Road Kast

‘We have been to see the revined plans {or the above <inw[upnmul and huve now written to the
Plunners at the CNPA in Ballater,

We wre very concermed ut the impact this large development of 198 houses would have on the
commumnily of Grantown-on-Spey and its services,

We appreciate that there is a demund for more honsing, especially affordable housing and we
knew when we bought this house seven years ago that the area between ourselves and the Caravan
Site and over to behind the Tan Charles Hospitad was zoned for building, However we always
imagined any development would be of a reasonable size and very much in keeping with its

surroundings and existing loeal houses,

We have lived in Grantown for 85 years, ran a Guest ITouse for 25 yesrs and brought up two
childven here so we feel we are in a position to suggest what is suitable for the area and what is not.
During our time here we have watched the town gradually expand with reasonably sized
developments which it has been able to absorb without altering the character and ambience of the
toven. However a development of thia size which wall inerease the poplation by 25% which have o
major iapact and is bound te change Grantown. This will pui an sdeed sirain on already sivetched
resourees which in turn will have an ellect on the majority of residents,

We understund thare is ta be an upgrading of the sewerage system locally but just vecently we have
heard that the Waiter Board fs stougggling to cope with damand as it is at present and they are
looking at controversial ways of increasing supplies,

Grantown hiag at least three good building fivme ol its own who would have provided employment
locally und boosted the local economy. They would also have been more sympathetic (o the local
residents and would have wanted their development to enhance their town.

Seafiekl Court is a small rexidential estate of less than 30 howses ali of them bungalows, Muir
Homes plan to put 75 dwellings on roughly the same area of ground, comprising o mixture of %
storey villas, 2-storey flats and bungalows, Qn the onginal plan the 2-storey villas were along
Seahield Avenue opposite exuting Victorian villas and there were hungalows opposite ourselves
which we found acceptable, The tevised plan shows bungalows along Sealicld Avenue, 2-storey




allordiuble ats divectly opposite ourselves nid 2-storey villas overlooking the Caravan Stie. We are
at a loss to understand why Muir Homea have made this change and are very unhappy at the
thought of being overlooked by these Oats, ‘These Mty overlooking ourselves and the villas
overlooking the Caravan Park can hardly be said to be in keeping with the existing buildings and

anvironment,

The Caravan Park is a great asset to Grantown and has recently won acealndes for its high
standards, We know lrom spealing to resiclents of the park that a large part of its appeal is the fiel
that it is so convenient for the centre of town, but at the same time it feels as if you are in the
country. The impact of 2-storey villas overlooking the Park will certaunly not add o ity appeal.

I"here is concern too for the increased volume of traffie thit will come from 75 houses having their
exit onto Seafield Avenue. Muir Homes plan shows that most of the rest of the development will
b near (o the hospital where the access roard is much wider and where there would be mimmal
impact on the resicents of Grantown,

The dendline for letters concerning this plan is 2% April and we apologise for giving you such short
notice, We would lave hoped that this proposed project would have received inore publieity as it
18 really a matter of conecemn [or the whole community of Grantown.

Woa leel it is important that we bring our coticerns to your attention and are confident that you will
give this matter your nttention

Youts sine

David and Eatherine Elder
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Don Mckae
Head of Planning & Developmant
Cairmgorms National Park Authority

14 The Squarea, Ouf Rel.  SP4034
Grantown on Spay Yaur Raf,
PH26 3HG

Date: 27 March 2008

Doar Don,

Planning Concerna
Mre Sandra McKelvle of Grantown-on-Gpey Caravan Park, Seaflald Avanug,
Grantown On Spoy, , PH26 3JQ

| have bean contacled by my constituent Mrs McKalvie about tha Issue of her cancems
ovar a proposad developmant by Mulr Homes,

| enclose for ease of reference a copy of hor letter to me In which she outlines hor
gohcams ovar this davalopment.

| wouild be grateful if you could confiem that these concermns, along with othar
representations you recelve, will be taken fully into aceount when you consider this
application.

/ A")/lf a ] 'G el p A Y
: 7 /

Danny Alexandaor

www.dannyalexander.org.uk
Hightand iberal Damoorats Congiitaanay ©foar 48 Huntly Streel INVERNESS VI BHR
Fol 01483 711200 Fax 01403 714000 emali: dannyalexandermppaiianent.k
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Grantown-on-5Spey Caravan Park

Seafield Avenue, Grantown-on-Spey, Highland PH26 3JO

Danny Alexander MP
45 Huntly Strect

[nverness
1V3 SHR

Dear Sir
iRe: Planuing application for 193 dwelllings In Grantown-on-Spey made by Mulr Homes

We are n 5-5tar (Bxcellont) graded Caravan Park under the same management for 20 years in
Grantown-on-Spey. This year we were awarded the "Park of the Year Award” by Scottish
Cargvanner. To give you with some background, we enclose excerpis from our PowerPoint
presentation made to the planning committes of CNPA in March 2007, Planning for our
modest 10 Chalets project was refused despite the fact that we have a stellar track record and
algo had signed documents from more then 50 Grantown businesses and the Chamber of
Commerce and the Grantown Business Assoclation wishing us well and supporting us fully

The nbove pargeaph is background information] Now we come (o our present struggle.
Cairngorm National Park Authority (CNPA) planning comimittee wants (o award planning
permission to Mulr Homes to bulld 193 dwellinga adjacent to the Caravan Park. Our major
objection Is that we are zoned in the Local Plan for Tourism and we cannot malntain our
position as the area's leading touring destination if two storey homes are built right on the
boundary of the Caravan Park. Rather than repeat myself, [ also enclose n copy of our recent
letter to Mary Girler, Planning Officer at CNPA, objecting ta the Muir Homes project,

Wao respectiully polnt out that our very high quality tourlsm business Is a huge benefit io the
Girantown economy. We attract those who seek peace nnd quiet in a rural location but
adjacent to and within walking distance of the town. We have no problem with some
ndditional single storgy bungnlows continuing the theme ns currently exists in Seafleld Court,
but fir fower than 193 units for a variety of reasons (ndverse impacts). Wo cannot accept Iwo
storey buildings as they would drastically change the whole topography and ambience of our
immediate area, resulting in o significant loss In tourlsm to Grantown.

Can you help us? Is there anything you con do? [ shall not be in Grantown until May but you
cnn contaet me by email. Alternatively you can contaet my son and business partner, John
Fleming, on 07977 005586, Can you approach the CNPA on our behalf? This matter Is

urgent.

Yours gincerely

Sondmm McKelvie

Partner
(Written by 5 McKelvie and signed on my behalf by John Fleming)

Vat No. 498 1531 15



Grantown-on-Spey Caravan Park
Seafield Avenue, Grantown-on-Spey, Highland PH26 310

Mnreh 20, 2008

Mury Grier

Calrmgorms National Park Authority
Albert Memorial Hall

Station Square

Ballater

Aberdecnshire

AB3S 50B

=< T 00

Denr My Grier

Re: Planning npplieation for 193 dwellings In Grantown-on-Spey made by Mulr Homes

Regarding the above application we wish 1o object ta it und make ihe following polnts:-

Density of the Praposed Development

The density of the dwellings should be similar to that of Seafield Court or risk devastuting

overload of existing infrastrueture and sepvices, Increasing the population of Grantown by 20%

to 25% in one stroke will most likely cause major distuptions or risks related fo;

»  Rond Impacts, including the exacerbution of traffic Now and congestion problems

= Substantially higher risks (o the safety of pedestriuns (especinlly school ehildren and the
elderly) and vehicles resulting from the great increases at peak times in rond tealfie in
alrendy congested areas such ns the Co-op corner ut the heginning of Seafield Avenue and
the High Street. This intersection is nlrondy n risky bottleneck due to the one lane trafTic on
Senfield Avenue grented when the Co-op lorry is purked and unloading

*  Capability of Seufield Avenue ta handle min and water runoff (flaoding) - see discussion
below under “Drainage"

= School nnd other community services that will probably require significant expansion in a
very short time

= ANRInnge
Field drains have for generations always drained into the field where the Muir development ia
praposed and these naturally flow Into the swamp aret there, What provision s being made to
ansure minimal discuption 1o this naturally occurring Aow? What will be the impaet on those
fleld draing to the local ecalogy? What nssurances nre there 1o those who would be impacted
that this will not become a huge problem or financial burden?

Two Storey Homes

Two storey homes nre n munjor concern, Currently all houses in the Seafiold Court area are
single storey bungalows, The Camvan Park has always enjoyed o cural feel and view that has

helped us attract repeat visitors,




Grantown-on-Spey Caravan Park
Seafield Avenue, Grantown-on-Spey, Highland PH26 3JQ

e pcatse S—

Specific objections to twa slorey homes include:

»  Rosulilng loss of mural feel

»  Resulting lose of nmbience importand to tourism

v Resulting major negative mpact on visiters (tourists) to the Caravan Park. Many of our
regulay visitors will feel that this rural feel and ambience have been loal i two storey hames
are butlt in the adjucent field

*  The Plan showing the comparative heights of the new development to adjncent homes
highlights the incongruence ol the proposed two story homes which not only appear to lack
nesthetio merit, but worse, spoil the look and feel of existing Seafleld Avenue structures and

urchiteciure

Noise and Related Density Impacts on Coravan Park Visitors ( |
Our Holiday mnkers coma to Grantown partly for peace and quiet us well ns the walks, wildlife

and other rural attractions, Muny Caravan Park visitors choose to sty at Grantown ¢ue 1o the
very high quality experience which they enjoy when here, The present owners af the Caravan
Park have made very considerable contipuing investments in the Park and these efforts have
beon recognized by receiving in Janunry 2008 the “Scottish Park of the Year Award 2007 from
Scoltish Carnvanner magnzine, The setting of the Caravan Park with its pencolul rural feel hos
been a very big deaw and benefits the town in many ways, This attraction (rorl feel and
ambienoe plus peace and quiet) could be lost by the densiiy and nature of the proposed housing

development.,

o sumimary we feel that the proposed development will negutively impnet not only ourselves
but also the residents of Grantown. The provision of homes on the site in question shoulil at
loast be of n similar nature and density as the Seafield Court homes, Providing the infyastructure
jmprovements needed are adequately addressed in ndvance of construction, we would regard n
smaller number of single storey bungalow homes as nccepiable, However, two storey homes
would impaet ihe present aftraction of the Caravan Park as a place to visit and enjoy to such an
extent thnt we could well be foreed to bocome n residentinl caravan park with consequent loss of
sustuinable fourism and tourist expenditures to the Grantown econoniy,

The National Park Authorily 18 alrendy aware of the favorable economic impact that the Caravan
Park, as the top tourism atiraction, has on the fown and local aren. We sincerely hope that very
careful consideration is given to our objections, Thiese ace not selfigh, narrow objections, but
reflect our long expertence with nnd deep knowledge of our valued visitors and the tourism

mnrkel,

Yours fadthfully

Sandlra MeKelvie and John Fleming
Partners



Grantown-on-Spey
Caravan Park

Presentation re Planning Application
for 10 Chalets

March 2007

Presentation Will Cover..,
1. Who we are and our strategy
2. Our achievements to date
5, Bxpansion plans and rationale

4, ‘The specifics of our application for 10 chalets




Who We Are

o Partnership; John Fleming and Sandra McKelvie
(a small, family-owned business)

o January 1988 - Leased from B & § District
Council

& March 2004 — Bought the Park

0 2007 is our 20" Season at Grantown-on-Spey

Our Strategy

m Maintain/increase customer loyalty & retention
w Provide a more balanced accommaodation range
m Tixtend the tourist season

- m Finsure sound financial management

® Become the best caravan park in Scotancd




Achievements to Date

m Visit Scotland 5 Star Fxcellent grading

m David Bellamy Gold environmental award
m Joint venture with The Caravan Club

m Chosen by STB for major landscape project

® AG Pdwards & Partners (Caravan Park
valuation experts) “Best toilet block ever seen

(]

Existing Development

w 61 Caravan Holiday Homes
W 128 Touring Camvan pitches
m 50 Tent pitches

u Open 15 December to 31 Ocrober
B Luxury toilet blocks

52 super touring pitches with all services
m Extensive children’s play avea

m WI-I'l internet on every pirch

m CCTV security cameras

|




Environmental Improvements
Include

m Full re-cycling station

w Low level energy saving down lighting

m Bird tables & nesting boxes around the park
 Numerous water butts

m 774 Rowan & 47 Birch trees planted since 1990
- all individually netted

Expansion Plans -- Rationale

¥ Lack of balance in range of accommodations
(we have nothing for hire at present)

# Unmet demand (repeated requests for hire) =
either an opportunity for us < or another
business outside the area

w Need high-quality self-catering units that are
economically feasible o build




Project Request

m Approval of 10 log chalets in woodland
setting at rear of Caravans at Northern
cosier of the Patk

Benefits for the Community

§ Contibution of £2.15 million per annum

@ Hight full rime job equivalents

® Supports further six jobs indirectly through local

. spending on goods and services

m Local spending by visitors contributes to supporting
another 42 jobs

® Proposed 10 chaleis will increase total spending by
about £70,000 p.a.

m Enhanced word-of-mouth approval for the area from
satisfied CP visltors




Community Support
m Have full support from the community

m Examples:
» Grantown Comniunity Council
¥ Caiengorms Chamber of Commerce
» Grantown Business Assoclation

¥ Local business owners

Summary

w We have a proven track record over 19 years

w There is an unmet need for quality self catering
accommodation

m Asking for approval for a modest expansion of
our existing, successful business

w We are sensitive to the environment and
MNational Park status
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JERVING The Hightand Cammunity

Danny Alexander MP Plense nak for; Richard Flarlland
Gonstituency Office o S e T
46 Huntly Streal
Invemoss Qur Ref; CRM B51204
Va3 SHR , Your Rel: SP4927

Dato: 8 April, 2000

Dear Danny
Mulr Homoa Davalopmant
Thank you fer your lotter and copy a=mall from your constituer{t Ji

As has beon acknowledged the fleld In question has been allocated for housing development
since Adoption of the Badenoch and Strathspey Local Plan In 1897, The planning application
has baen called In by the Caimgorms Natlonal Park Authority, | have passed ysur lotter, and
Mr Mitchell's amall, to Don MaKee of the Park Authorily and asked him to treat tho emall as a
formal abjection to the planning applicatior.

Yours sincerely

RICHARD HARTLAND '
Head of Planning & Bullding Standards
Planning & Development Sarvice

ce  Don MoKes, CNPA

Diractar of Plannlng & Davelopmant: John D Ronnilsen MA MSe MATP] MRICS MGMI
Glanurquhart Road, lverness V3 BNX - Tel: (014683) 702250 Fax: (01403) 702200




DANNY ALEXANDER MP
Inverness, Nalm, Dadenooh and Strathapey = =

el e o . e —
BLC. Fiag
ﬂﬂ}‘!}tmw

Fi T pHs At e —

1 APR U3

' + fo | By ( fwm |
HOUSE OF COMMONS Rﬁ 1 —
LONDON SWIA 0AA

Richard Hartland RSN me—

Head of Planning & Bullding Standards ; _
Tha Highland Counell - N
Glenurquhart Road Our Relt  SP4027

Invernass | Your Rel,

V3 BNX

Date; 26 Mareh 2008

Dear Richard,
Mr Jamos Mitohall of 18 Seafleld Court, Grantown On Spey, | PH28 3LE

| have baen contacted by my conatituent Mr Mitchell about hla concerns over a
devalopmaent by Mulr Homeas in Grantown. g

| encloae for ease of refarence a copy of his emall to me and would hope that these, along
with all other representalions, will be takan fully Inle account,

Danny Alexandar

¥

Whiaat Dmnery Aowiidn s il (rmmh e oo Bl iy pededand) niormatssi wiioh yor pase o0, ie wil sliow stalf and sulhotie] volrbies b des this
Wbyl U7 0 (e nompdad 1o hol s ndvine iy paan nomma of o of e Infarmales i B gaies s 58 i Inlind fevamio of Losal
Coundll |l necasaary bo halp wilh your cads, YW iy woild 15 pou froen s 10 o & kiop pou inkanmed on naes hal yoe) AL A o il
Pinaus |l us kngw 1 you do not wish i be conlicind fo Bhia purpose

www.dannyalexander.orj.uk
Fighfand |iberal Democrats Eenatituency Offfco: 43 Huntiy Strool, INVERNESS V3 SHR
ol 01403 Fi7200 Pax 07483 F14200 emall; danmyatexandermpipariamant.uk
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GRIEVE, Fraser

From: W T
Bant: 20 Maroh 2008 10:31

To! Almxiander, Danny2 ‘
Subject: Web Enquiry

Faliaw Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Stalus:  Yellow

Enquiry sent by - immy Mitchell

mnultm
Address - | R Sealield Court Grantown on Spey

Posteode - PIT26 3LE

Telophone
Mussage - Good morming Danny, | wonder if 1 can trouble you with Grantown planning matter

which {8 causing many Jocal residents, (including myself), some anxiety. You will be awnre of the
camp slte in Grantown, You may also be aware of the amall figld which liea between the camp site
and the nearby bungalows of Seafield Court. [ must point out that this field has alwaya been zoned
for housing as part of Highland Coneil's Loeal Plai. One of our many, but gravest concerns is the
fuet that developers, Muir Homes, are seeking to build 57 homes within this small field, 36 of which
will be 2 storles high. Incredibly, 14 of these 2 storey buildings are to border the camp site. Living in
bungalows and being overlooked by 2 storey blocks of fluts raises privacy issues for many but we
linve serious concerny nbout the affects on the cump slte, Instead of welcoming 52000 visitors p/n
and ploughing £2.15m p/a into the local economy and supporting local jobs as this site currently
does, we feel thut this matter spalls gloom for the camp site and econamically for the town too, This
development is enly Phase Ono of four phases planned for Grantown In which a tetal of 193 homes
are planned. Unsurprisingly, this maiter is now with The Park's Planning Office In Ballater, They
have advertised that all objections should be yecelved by 2nd April. Is this a matter in which we ean
count on your support? I look forward to hearlng from you, Kind regards, Jimmy Mitchell,

04/04/2008
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Don McKea
Head of Planning & Development
Calrmgorms National Park Authorlty

14 The Equara, Our Rel.  5P2617
Grantown on Spey Your Rel:
FPH26 3HG

Date: 03 April 2008

Dear Don,
Denald M S8cobble of 22 Seafleld Court, Grantown On Spay, , PH28 JLE

| have been contacted by my constituent Mr & Mrs Scobble about thelr concarns over a
development by Muir Homes in Grantown,

| anclose for easa of reference a copy of their fax to me and would hopa that these, along
with all other representations, will be taken fully Into account.

Danny Alexandor

Wil Danny Adexandar will lreal aa confidantinl any peesonal Information which you peas o, e will Bow SUR0 @A aullididd volunteai 1o s ins
it ration i1 0 18 seadE W Hidp 80 Soviee you TV RS w0 OF w11 o) Ui (6o rtiod 10 Rpancles such e e infand Revenus o Lozl
Councll Il necessary 1o hlp with your caso, ¥a may wifta to you from tima bo Bima to keeg you Informed on lisues ihal you might Nnd of iRl
Peans [nl vl krow [f you do not weah 0 be conlscisd fid ihls purposs

www.dannyalexandar.org.Uuk
Mightand Liberal Damacrats Conalftuancy Offlce: 45 Hantly Stroel, INVERNESS V3 8HR
Tol Q1403 711280 Pax 01483 214000 aeniall: dannyataxandormp@parilar oo ik
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a- Hﬁﬂw Mr. and Mrs D, Scobbie
22 Seafield Court
Crrantown on Spey

PH26 JLE

27.03 08

Dear Madame,

Muir Homas Development = Crntown on Spey

We have always aceepted that the area known locally as “The Mossie” would be built on
‘s the tewn evolved. Wehave no'abjections ton -housing development inthis nren, There
is an urgent need for affordable housing within the Badenoch and Strathspey and it is
inevitable that the population will increase. We are, however, appalled at the proposed
Muir Home plan and have already written to Catmgorm Nattonal Park Anthority (CNPA)Y
expressing our concerns about the nature of the development and CNPA™ part in it, We
anticipnted gradunl und sympathetic development within the Park aren but it appears that
Mulr Homes has the single nim of building the maximum number of houses in the
minimum possible aren. There does not appenr 1o be any independent examination of
exlsting infrastruoture, the supply of utilities, and the deleterfous offect on one of the
town’s most successful commercial enterprises and major tourist attraction (Grantown
Caravan Park) or the likely impact of o 25% inorease in population withis a short period,

As Muir Homes hag been adverlising the houses for some {ime one can only assume the
development will start, ns scheduled, in June, Tt seems that further abjections and
consuliation are fiow meantngless and that CNPA {s merely concluding o consultation
ritual, After all, wonld CNPA really have us believe that eiglit weeks befors congtruction
starts the CNPA Board would dare to tell Muir Homes to delay the build up of materials,
watkers, transport and equipment required for the Grantown job?

This scepticlam does not diminish our Intention to elarlly our reservations, These are ns
follows:

1. Rensity of Housing

‘Muit Homes hns recduced the mumber-of units from 235 to193 but the-density of units
remains at an unacceptable level. 1 am advised that density of persons necommodated
has increased. There are now over 630 bedrooms giving i potential for aver 1000 people,
A rule of thumb for estimating density in this aren » ignoring the Aviemore disaster = 12 10
houses per ncre, "This would mean 40 units in the area designated GS/ITL on the Deposit
Plan and 13 in GS/H2.

A further reduction of some 90 units would probably bring density to an ncceptable level



and, 11 staged over three o for years, might allow the construction of the support
infrustructure required ‘o nbsorb additional demand, Muir Homes-hive Increased
capioity by introdueing two and three storeyg, that aspect is addressed below.

1 am not plone in condemning the number of dwellings, Indeed one of CNPA's
employees bas desoribed the davelopment aa “a hell of a lot of houses orammed mto a
tight space, someone is rubbing their hands in glee at the possibility of making a lot of
money from rabbit hutches"”, I could not have put it more suceinelly.,

2, Jdugation
'Clrantown-Secondary School s now within two'orthree pupils-of the maximum number
allowed, Doubtless the problem will be overcome hy the nddition of a few o more
portnkabins « and n couple of teachers of course, [ understnnd however that schoal roles
have not increaved significantly following vompletion of wew housing developments
further south in the Strath. “Thia indicates the Tikely nge range of buyers which in turn
inclicates that wo can anticipale the same reasons for house purchase, hopefully mitigated
on this occasion by a limited percentage of affordable housing.

3, .
Note: We have studied plans for Phasel only.

Scottish Waior (SW) intends 1o increase gapacity at Grantown walur trentimeint works
suffiotent to-absorb-another 200 « 250 houses, Inorensed-eapacity should-beavatlable by
enrly 2009 to coineide with Muir Homes coming on line. This is admimble because the
unit has been operating over capneity for some time, SW should be congratulated on
forward planning. We must hope that, unlike the Newtonmore upgrade, capacity proves
suffiient to cater for eurrent and fuiture demand, The Grantown upgrade will of course
set i limit 1o further house building in the town, Building in hand plus Muir Homes

plus elimination of the current under-capaeity should see n pause in construétion until
[W starls another upgrade,

Drainage hos always been u concern among residents [n the Seafield Court / Mossle Road
nrens. In the original 235 unit plan it was stated that 44 domestic units would drain by
gravity, 191 units would have 1o be pumped. A survey carried out in June 07 by Mouchel
Parkman-on behaifof Scottish Water vines some interesting points.

The number of units in Phase 1(n) is stated as 44 and in 1(b) ns 21 giving a tolal of 65,

A compnny called Mouchel Parkman carried out a Development Impact Assessment,
they used 65 units in Phase 1, it i3 now 75, They note in their conclusions that the
nixessiment was n dosk top Study only, using a Type 1 (Skeléful) hodel and ignoting
construclion constraimts such s ground conditions, levels, service clashes, available
space and “land”. They emphasize that the level dotn used in the Type 1 modelling
represented 5. 5% ol the lota) model, the remnining data being inferred or laken Irom
geographical data supplied by Scottish Water. Finally, they recommend that, should the
project move to fruition, another survey would be advisable, this time using the best tool
now availables i Type 3 Detalled Design Model,

To-ovoroome-n poroeivod problom they recemmended the anutnllation-of 96 melres-of 750
millimetre dinmeter pipe to act as a temporary reservoir when the system is overlonded.
In the absenca of documentation on a second study and the appearance of a 96 meter pipe



in the now plans it is presumed that the inital, limited, study forms the basts on which
offioml approval fora-dratnage connection was issued.

The detniled drninago plan shaws o repositioned foul water pumping stalion with
drainage eventunlly joining the present Sealield Avenue sewer (225mm) that draing the
vnravan site, Unfortunately this sewer crosses Seaficld Avenue at the entrance (o Seafield
Court, nn area notorious for flooding.

We nre not hydrogeelogists but something seems not quite right with the drainage plans

4. Carbon Foatprint,

‘Can CNPA or Mutr Homes provide any trformation-on the likely percentage increase in
Cirantown's carbon tfootprint provided by the proposed addition of 193 houses, cars,
consumption of utfl{ties and provision of additional infrastructure? Has CNPA carried
vut any tests or stirdiey to establish a “benehmark” from which to determine the fmpact of
the Muir Flomes development, or <Tor (hat matier- any other dovelopment within (he
Park? It would be interesting to leamn if any study has been made to determine how
CNPA, or Muir homes, will appronch carbon off-get or neutrality.

5. Precedents

The latest plan includes a large number of two storey houses nnd o three storey building,
This sets o planning precedent in this area of Grantown on Spey and is unacceptable both
vinunlly and neathetically, The highest point inthe Phase 1 developmentis inthe
southeast bordering on and overlooking Seafield Court, Two two-storey semi-detached
blocks of Nuts are planned in this area but the high ground on which some of them will -
be bt effeotively converts them to three storeys. This too is unnccepiable in 8 rurai
sefting, There appears to be a concentration of two-storey units bordering the Carnynn
and Campling area. This is unfortunate in that it diminishes the attraction of the park,
Who would willingly choose to holiday next to s housing scheme cither during the years
of construction or wrlun closely invested and overlooked by two-storey bulldings with the
attendant nofse and restricted view,

6. Trnffic Matlcrs

FEvennssuming that-enoh-hensehold hns-anly-one-oar, the development-adds 193 earsdo
Crantown's already well developed parking prablem. Should Grantown become o
dormitory suburb for Inverness a more realistie total would probably be 250,

The crossronds at the southern end of the Square {5 o natural choke point and whatover {s
initended for traffio conitrol wt'thit juhdtion will bie hainpered by routine deliveries thade
to the Cooperntive store, by service delivery vehicles and by the main crossing for pupils
going to nnd from the primary school. Tho Seafield Avenue/ High Street junction is a
tight Y0 degree comer und is the main route taken by ear/caravan combinations and
mobile homes going to and from the carmyan park. It will be difficult, if not impossible,
to negotinte when enstbound traffie from Seafield Avenue {5 walting to enter the main
street, It may well be that a one way system will have 1o be introduced.

‘At the northornond of the town isa long swooping bond on-the-A939, Vigibility s limited
in both directions, Care has to be taken when leaving Grant House, the Inn Charles



Hospital and medical/dental unit, Traffic also jolns the main rond from the east (39102)
and from Girantown Secondary School; ngain-care must-be tuken when-entering the main
road. The main entrance/exit road for Phases 2 and 3 (1 18 vehicles min) will be
positioned on the westem side of this short stretch of road. To cater for any children
goinyg to and from the secondary school a rossing will be required,

Effectivély, poor traffic planning will create a high risk area st the norfhern end of the
town and a choke point in the centre. The north/south route through the town is used by
many heavy goods vehicles, tour busses and medium/light commercial vehicles, A
roundabout would ameliorate the situation but slow tralTic clearance,

Plans for further housing developments In nearby villages, such ns Cromdale, Dulnain
Bridge, Nethybridge and Boat of Garten, whose inhabitants routinely drive into Graniown
for businoss and shopping will nlso increase congestion.

7. Public Service Sustainability.

On 7" Masch Hightand Council {ssued & report on delivering new care omes, @ major
arid hard won priority in Higliland Region. “This report conceritrited on site consultations
and included u seetion on Crant House, At sub-paragraph 3.6.1 it refors to the potential
for Joint working with Mulr Homes to develop some (sheltered) housing for the elderly
adjucent o the site of both the existing and new, extended Grant House Care Home, Such
a development would benefit signifieantly from being co-located to the services provided
by the new CGirant House and close proximity to the Tan Charles Hospital, Medical and
Dental centre. The Muir Homes development 15 so dense that it removes any possibility
‘ol'provision-of sheltered housing, the future-ox pansien-of Grant House-and of the fan
Charles Hospital. It does, however, provide an increase of some 25% in potential users of
these essentinl public services,

This {3 a planning policy somewhat akin to that used for the provision of lifeboats on te

Titanii,

Yet again, wo with (6 lodge an objection to the Muir Homes development ns presented in
its latest Yorm. We consider it o be:

* oftoo high a density, It appears to be an exercise in extracting the highest return from
plnclng as many units a8 possible in an area In which they will be inappropriate, The
‘Muir blomes-development romains unacooptable unless numbers-are reduosd by a
half' and the percentago of affordable housing increased,

* oversiretching current infrastructure, (o the town's long term disadvantage.

¢ unlikely to Gl the stated aims of GNPA.

W de i o Wi Ex ST U COHER wienprie,

* obstrueting future expansion of a care home, ¢o-located sheltered housing and
expansion of a medical and dental centre,

= an unacceplable increase in Wralfic in an identiliad songestion area and at o rond
junction with an inbuilt high risk potential,

*  most unfortunate that Grantown will be the site of what is probably the lnst major
development built under the outdated 1997 Badenooh nnd Strathspey local plan and.



before the modern and much more demanding standards in CNPA's Local Depoait
Planeome into Force. Itis tronic that the first major-devetopment in the “home™ of
CNPA will be built without benefit from the deeument setting out its own aims,

stundards and aspirations.

. mtoblie 5.5, Scobhbie

Yours uinﬁ:cﬂ?‘lfa’.

Muary Grier

LINHA

Albert Memorial Hall
Station Square
finlinter
Aberdeenshire

Al135 SOR

Copies to;

‘M. Fergus Fwing M3P \/

Mr. Danny Alexander MP

M, I Jarding Chief Executive, Scottish Natural Heritage,
Coutellior Sandy Park, Convenor, Highland Couneil.
Councillor John Firinie, Highland Couneil

Counelllor J. Douglas, Highland Coungil,




DANNY ALEXANDER MP

livarness, Malin, Badenoah and Stratlispey
o' gurmaﬁmmmnﬂl .
pPark Authority DEYES h’ﬂEﬁ?ﬁ ¥ i
17 APR 2008 L
HAUSE OF COMMONS b APR 2003
RECEIVED _—FONDON SWIA 0A4 S
Don MciKea
Hoad of Planning & Development
Caimgorms National Park Authority
14 The Square, Our Rel,  §PAGAG
Grantown on Spay Your Raf;
PH28 3HG
Date: 03 April 2008
Dear Don,

Mr & Mra Frank & Janet Jemmett of 1 Rhuarden Court, Grantown On Spay, , PH28
3DA |

| have been contactad by my constiluent Mr & Mrs Jemmatt about thelr concerns over a
developmaent by Muir Homes In Grantown.

| enclose for ease of reference a copy of their fax to me and would hopa that these, along
with all ather representationa, will ba taken fully into account, | would be grateful If you
could let me know toc what limescale this application wlll be processed, and for your
reassurance that community views wlill be taken fully into account, including the right of
objeclors lo speak at a planning meeting,

| lnok forward to your response,

Danny Alexan

Vhilal i'llmur Mazander wil Ueal an Gaafidestial sy jradnil o ssion whaoh you pass on, b wil ey sl e aulbonisd valuntesns b sea this
Indarmation i i s nended ba halp and advise you. Wa may pess some of all of the inloimetion to agencies such aa the inisad Mayanes o Logsl
Gt I eeassary 10 hen with yous eate, VW iy weile b0 yidi Trem Time o e 1o hoeg you infoimed o ieiues hal you maghl Ging of iterest
P I L R I ygu 00 o wish B tie coniecied fad Wis pnoss

www.dannyalexander.org.uk
Highland Liberal Demoorats Conaiftuency Offics. 48 Huntly Siraol, INVERNESS IV3 8HR
Tel 01403 711200 Fax 01403 714000 small! dannyalexandormp@parliament.uk



27/03/2000 19:00 GG _ PAGE 01

2 1 AR 2000 1 Rhisarden Court
Grantown on Spey
Marayshire
PH26 3DA
CBEEFFRTIAN

27" March 2008

BY FAX 10 01463 714960, TOTAL 5 PAGES

Mr Danny Alexander M1,
A5 Huntly Street
Inverness

IVA5HR

Dear Mt Alexandert,

Re: The Proposed Development by Mulr Homes, Grantowg on Spey

We are writing to inform you of our concerns about the proposed Muir Homes
development off Seafield Avenue, Grantown on Spey, While we accept the need for
housing that meets local needs, we have genuine concerns about the Hmescale, traffic
implications and environmental fmpact that such a large and dense development would
have on the special heritage of Grantown on Spey.

We bellove that bullding this number of houses in the proposed timescale will inevitably
lead to many of the dwellings being bought elther as second homes or by commuters,
Leading to them standing empty and unavallable to local people in the former case or
posing an unsustainable pressure on the lown's infrastructurg and traffic congestion in the

lntter case,

Nolther of these otitcomes would bring economic value to the town and in fact could lead
to deterloration in the attraction of Grantown to tourists, on which {ts economy {s 50
dependent.

We would ba grateful if you would take time to read the atached letter which outlines our
objections and which we have sent to the CNPA Planning Office.

We would appreciate your support in enauring that the heritage of Grantown is preserved
and that development of the town is in keeping with that culture and Is (n line with local




1 Rhusarden Court
Cirantowh on Spey

Morayshire
PH26 iiﬂ
2204 March 2008
Mary Grier
Planning Officer

Cairngorms National Park Authority
Albert memorial Hall

Statlon Square

BALLATER

AB35 508

Dear Ms Grier,

Re: Mule Homes Proposed Development, Grantown on Spey

[ write o register our objections to the above-named tevised, proposed development
plang submitted on behalf of Mulr Homes dated 78 March 2008,

While appreciating the need for new housing and a sustainable growth plan for the
iown, our objections to the current proposal from Muir Homes arise mainly from the
Impact of the number of houses in the time scale of the proposal. We belfeve this will
have a detrimental effect on the community i relation to the town’s slze, culture,
heritage, economy and {1s setting within a Natiohal Park.

To expand on our objections:-

1) Non-Compliance with Local Plan

)

b)

The Muir Homes proposal {s not In line with the Seplember 1997 Badenoch
and Strathepey Local Plan adopted by the Highland Council for

Grantowi on-Spey and represents significant increasos in density and
number of dwellings and fate of development. Namely, 193 dwellings
proposed compared to 180 [n the plan (7% increaso), 12.4/HA praposed
compared to 11.5/HA In the plan (8%) increase and 6.5 years proposed
compared to 10 years (n the plan (35% Increase).

Page 5 of the Badenoch and Strathspey Local Plan recognlses the special
herltage and setting of Grantown on Spey. “ The(lr) attractive townscape
features are threatened by Insensitive infill and over development,
Safeguards are needed to redirect these pressutes lo more appropriate
locations™ Such a large estate as Mulr Homes proposes [s, In our opinion, it
direct conflict with this aim.



2) Contmry to the CNPA Communily Conversation Findings

a) The recent, 1o be applauded, community conversations with the CNPA clearly
shawed that a priority topic for Grantown on Spey 1s the need for housing for
local people with organic, sustainable growth. At the same tme there was
strong opposition to * Aviemore-Type Large Developments”. [F these
conversations are fo be taken Into account, then again the Muir Homes
proposal runs contrary to the needs and vishes of the commugty,

3) Confrary 10 the stated aims of the CNPA

a) The Mulr Homes proposal also ruirg contrary to the stated houslig policy of
the Caimgorims National Park Authority as published in the “ParkLife”
Newslelter, Issue B which atates that development of local communities
should be sustainable, while aleo conserving and enhancing the natural and
cultural heritage of the Park,

4) Impact on Traffic and Road Safely

n} The number of houses 1o be accessed from Seafleld Avenue has increased in
this amended application- from 65 to 75 (an increase of 15%), This egress for
this mwmber of houses Into Seafleld Avenue is inappropriate,

At a reasonable nssumpton of 1.5 vehicles par house this would produce
additional local traffic onto Seafield Avenue and in and otit of the High Street
Junction of seme 115 cars. Assuming, aléo, that the new residents will leave
and return (0 their hames on.average once per day ihis (s an extra 230
journeys along this route per day.

B} The traffic evaluation in the amended plans, apparenily having been
conducted in October (low hollday season), does not seem to take account of
aclditional traffle to and from the Caravan Park at the end of Seafield Avenue.

When the Caravan Park ls open, there fs o steady but almost constant flow of
caravans and camper vans, many of which ave of significant size. In additon,
the local paper article referred to in point 9b puis the number of visitors {o the
park at 52,000 per year. Modelling this over 9 months averages around an
additional 6,000 visitors per month, ancl with, say, and average of 3 people
per vehicle results in an estimated 4,000 movements of vehicles per montl
just to arrive and leave the park. Inevitably, there ts a significant traffic flaw
along Sealield Avenue as visitors to the Caravan Park come and go o explore
the area on a daily basts,




g) The junction with High Street s very congested with deltvery lorries ofter
parked along the slde of the Co-op store which reduces Seaflekl Avenue to
singlo file. Purther congestion arises fram cars competing for parking spaces
in front of the store, parking in the High Street and general traffic (plus
carnvans) trying to get in and out of Seafield Avenue. This Is the junction at
which ehfldren malking their way to and from schoel (many on cycles) cross
the High Btreet, The new road-narrowing structures (n the High Street will
not address these lssues adequately.

dy Seafield Avenue alreacly tns on it a 4 way cross roads (Grant Road leading
across Lo Mossie Road) which are light junctions and always busy. These
roads conld well become “rat rung” and are unsuitable for such use as they

Inck nclequate pavements or width.

5) General Traffic Inpict

) The bullding of 193 dwellings, providing that they are not all bought as
second homes, will ineviiably fead to more commater journeys as the
employment locally could not be developed to keep pace with the building
rate, Assurning that the new residents will work in Inverness, Aviemore, and
Rlgin ete, this will lead to anincrease Ih tralfic on all roads insnd out of
Grantown.

6) Eovironmental Impact and Flooding

) We have serfous concerns that building on what is known to be wet ground
(“The Mossie”) will result In a significant increade in waier run-off. Currenily
the area draing into a burn at the rear of Seaffeld Court/ Rhuarden Court
which runs into the Kylintra und on into the Spey. We would like assurances
ilat all of these water courses ¢an cope with the additonal flow without risk
of floading to the neighbouring properties or increasing the flooding that
already existd in Seafield Avenue.

7) Setln de

a) Ifso large a development i allowed, this could set a precedent for more,
similar sized developments around Grantown on 5pey which would qitite
definlivly ruin (ts setting ancl attraction to tourists,

B) Negatlve impact on infrastruciure

) The increase in population resuliing from the Muir Homes proposal presents
a significant challenge to the lown's resources, faclities and Infrastructtire in
ferms of policing, health and medical facllites, education, culture, sanftation,
leisure, library, youth comnuntty facilities and so on.



9) Negatlve dmpast on the fown's economy

n) Sucha largo rumber of houges belng built over this period (s likely t lead to
purchase by commulters and second home owners, We know (rom personal
expetience that this can negatively impact the local economy and kill the
centre of a country town, People shop where they work or whore thelr
primary residence is. More houses does not guarantee more shopperys in the

fown cenlye.

b) The award winning Caravan Park in Grantown on Spey is adjacent to the
propased development and two storey houses are planned close to that
boundary. A recent article in the local paper describes the following facts:
52,000 visliors in 2006, 8 employees with a further 42 jobs supported jn the
area, and a contribution of £2,15 million per year to the reglonal economy, The
proposed development would blight the semi-rural setting of the park,
obstruct views to the Cromdale hills and have a negative impact on the
ambiance of Loth the Caravan Park and the town.

This Jetter exprosses genuine concerns about the impact that this proposed
development will hove on the immediate area and the special heritage of Grantown
itsalf. We do recognise and accept the need for more housing 10 meet local demanid
and would find a smaller number of bungalows such as the examples shown for the

Sealiedd Avenue street scene acceptable,

I would appreclate your recognlton of these concerns and accoplance of our
objections to the cuirrent plans as submitied by Mufr Homes,

Yours sincerely

Jemimiett and J E Jenuniart




Calmgormg National | ) _
Park Authority i Strathhilnness,
: Seafleld Avenue,
17 MAR 2008 GRANTOWN ON SPEY,
Moray, -
...ﬂ"
PH26 A6
RECEIVED

13" March, 2008

Cairngorms National Park Authority,

Planning Depariment, REPRESENTATION
Albert Memorial Hall, _
Rtation Bquare, AckNowiEooEn V7 Moveda ‘3%/

Calrngorms National Park Authority
Plnneing Apploation No. &6 (82 o/ 0.f

BALLATER,
AB35 501

Dear Sirs,

b it Seafleld Aveni i { E

Gramtown on Spey

Reference No, 06/320CP

We {ind ourselves having to write again in objection fo the above,

The amended proposals submitled recently by Muir Homes do nothing to lessen the
devasiating effect which this development will have on Grantown on Spey.

¥

T

Seafield Avenue will have the exim siraln of providing a vehicular and pedestrian
aecess for 75 new homes terminating at 0 severely stretched junction at the Bank
of Scotland,

IT 18 OBSCENE THE NUMBER OF HOUSES PROPOSED TN THE FIRST
PHASE OFF SEATIELD AVENUE. THIS FIELD, IN OUR OPINION, SHOULD
NOT BE DEVELOPED AT ALL BUT LEFT AS PRECIOUS OPEN SPACE.,

The designs of the houses are typleal suburbla more suited to Slough than a
famous Highland Town

The materinly proposed for the exterior of the houses are poor and will look very
dated in a few years ime,

All in all a wotal disaster for Grantown on Spey - we don't waril it o meve forward
wi are very happy witli it a it is. Do we have to ruin all the villages in this aren
Lo, Aviemore, Boal of Garten, Nethybridge and Carrbridge?

Yours [nithfully,

istair and Helen MelLeod




Marla Duncan >="
: datlonal Park
From: Mary Grier |_Calmgorma National Park Authority
Sent: 12 January 2010 08:41 Planning Aopts e va, r:-hfh::m]ﬂﬁ '
To! Planning
Subject: Fw; 08/320/CP - repragantalion " s e
i".l: n .!lil'lu1i+ljh'!
Marle, ACKNOWLEDGED 1R Sara B8

Can you log this In Park Planner and stamp a print copy for the file.

Thanks,
Mary

Mary Grier
Planning Officar « Develepment Management

Calrngorms Natlonal Park Authorlty
Albere Memorlal Hall

Statlen Square

BALLATER

Aberdeenshire

AB35 5QB

Website. www cairngorms.co.uk

E— el ————

Fram: A McLeod

Sent: 11 January 2010 17:18
Tao: Mary Grier

Subject: 06/320/CP

Dear Ma Grler
Mulr Homes Applicatlon, Graniown on Spey

My wile und [ are obviously very pleased with the Reporters recommendation to delete houialiig site GE/H1 from the Local Plan
and really hope that CNE planning will see their way to coneur.

Grantown on Spey Is the perfbet slze, o great community where everyons still know most people and help each other which was
very avldent In this hard winter, Schools, Health pnd Elderly Caro can all Just eopo but would not i there was a blg Influx of
housing resulting In enarmous expenditure to supplement theso fellities, The Mossie area Is partieularly beautiful and unspoilt
and should Idenlly remaln ns such which would be greatly apprecisted by the vast majority in Orantown,

Y ours slneorely,

Allstalr and Holon MeLeaocd
Strathkinnoss

Sealleld Avenuo
Grantown on Spey

PH?26 311G
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Galmgorms National
Park Authority
- § APR 2008
Dr Josel Talnsh PhI) MS¢ BSe
i Monzievaird
== RECEIVED — 128 Woodside Avenue
Cirantown-on-Spey
PH26 3R
]
Mary Grier
Calmgorms National Pirk Authority 7th April 2008

Albert Memorial Hall
Station Square
Bullater
Aberdeenshire

AB35 508

Plense delete my *Grantown-on-Spey Mulr Homes Development’ letter dated 5™ April
2008,

Replace it with this correated versiongated 7" April 2008.

Yours



Calmgorms Mational
Park Ay

Cal a National Park Authorlly =8 APR 2000
Phanning Applicstion No. 06 [L2.0fe —
Dr Josef Tainsh PRDMMSeL
REPRESENTATION " Monzlovaird
. A A 120 Woodside Avenue
AcKNOWLEDOMD % APl a% Grantown-on-Spey
PH26 3R
W
Mary Grier
Cairngorms Natlonal Park Authority T April 2008
Albert Memorial Hall
Station Square
Balluter
Aberdeenshire
AB35 508

Proposed Muir Homes Development

I understand that the proposed Muir Homes development and ity associated sewage
discharges into the River Spey, along with other developments and proposals for water
extraction, are all likely to have an udverse environmental impact upon the various
ecosystems inside and outslde of the Cairgorms National Park,

The additional pollution which one can forecast will be caused by the Muir Homes
proposed development, by water running inte the Kylintrm Bum and down 1o the River
Spoy, will Inevitably also make n contribution to climate change and global warming, no
matter how small or insignificam, and be It Intentional or unintentional,

Whilst some of the wider public may well consider the potential pollution and global
wurming implications of this proposed development, 1o be of [reelevant and trivial detail.
[ suggest that now, when the Mulr Homes development is being evaluated, 1s an
approprinte Lime, for greaier sorutiny and aitention to be pald to all of these issues
(including possible flooding problems along Kylintra Burn), by both the public and the
CNPA Board Members,

Furthermore, In the local and global big picture scenario, T certninly nccept thut nny
further unwarranted pollution in the CNP area and River Spey which is already an 558,
will inevitably contribute to our inability and ongoing Interests in successfully; “halting
the deoline in blodiversity 1o create clean, healthy, safe, and productive and a biologleally
diverso oceans and seas".



Network of Marine Reserves Planned for UK Coastline — International Public Interest

As you will see from the enolosed Guardion Artlele dated 3™ April 2008 by Jession
Aldred, a network of new marine nature reserves that will protect endangored species and
habitats along Britaln's conastline are nmong plans Included In the Government's long
awnlted draft Marine Bill.

These proposed Marine Reserves and the future of the River Spey, and lis tributaries like
Kylintra Burn, all have international public intevest implications, which T feel should all
be taken into serlous conslderation, by the Scottish Parliament, the CNPA, and the wider
public at large.

The River Spey
Please also see the enclosed extract from Kikipedin, the free encyclopaedia, which

outlines that; The River Spey, which at its estuary Is tidal, and supports migrtory fish, is
the second longest and the fastest Mowing river in Scotland,

;n “h [ A Il . s-l Its . IE i I-D _[ 1

As you are aware, the River Spoy ix a central festure of the Caimngorms National Park,
and one of immense environmental, economic and international global importance, which
should be protected at all costs, for [uture generations,

Even without the Governments intention to see Marine Reserves zones in place by 1012,
I believe that there Is Justification now, for the CNPA Board Members to ensure greater
protection of the River Spey tributaries (Kilintra Bum & surrounding area), as they will
inevitubly be adversely affecied by large new development housing proposals.

¥ ) 3 ]

As ontlined In the enclosed Guardian Artlele; “In order to secure robust protection of UK
seus it i essentinl that the Marine Bill is possed in both Westminster and Scotland, with

approprlate devolved leglslation in Wales and Norihern Ireland”,

Surely this 1s an ideal opportunity for the CNPA, the Scottish Parlinment, and the Scottish
People, to make o valunble contribution to the proposed Network of Marine Reserves

planmed for ihe UK constline,



Recommendations

| strongly recommond that when evaluating the merits of the proposed Muir Homes
developineni

Due conslderation is glven to the preservation of the Kylintra Buri snd
surrounding area.

The CNPA Board Members, also make o recommendation that in an appropriate
forum, they should:

Recommend to the Scottish Parliament that the sea area around {he River
Spey estunry, which Is alrendy n Scottish Wildlife Trust, becomes a
Maurine Conservation Ared,

Through the Scottish Pacliament, support the Marine BII,

Yours

Enelosures:

1. Guardlan.co.uk Network of Marine Reserves Planned for UK Coastline 3 April 2008,
2. River Spey - Wikipedin, the Free Encyclopaedia.
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he River Bpey (Scottish Gaelic: Ulsge Spd) is a River Spey
river in the north-cast of Sootlund, the second b AR i
longest and the fastest flowing river in Scotland, It~ | J
is important for sslmon fishing and whisky | |4l
praduction, j ;
Contents 1 !
» 1 Course
W 2 Industry |' ’ Lo
. 3 Eﬁ‘m‘l’?ﬁn The River Spey at Aberlour
Origin Loch Spey (grid reference
) NN419937)
Course Mouth Morny Firth at Spey Bay
Basin Seotland
Rising at over 1000 feet (300 m) at Loch Spey in countries
Corrleyairack Forest in the Scotlish Highlands, 10 |Length 107 miles (172 km)
miles (16 ki) south of Fort Augustus, it descends Avi, o m/sll)
to llow through Newtonmore and Kingussic discharge
crossing Loch Tnsh before reaching Aviemore at the | Basinaren 3008 pel!) ___

sturt of Strathspey. From ihere it flows the
remaining 60 miles north-east to the Moray Firth.

The Spey chinges its course very frequently, either (relatively) gradually as & result of deposition
and erosion from normal flow, or in a matter of hours ng o result of going into spate. The Spey spates
very quickly due to Its wide catchment area in the mountaing, ns o result of rainfall or snowmelt,

Insh Marshes, arens of roughly two miles on efther side of the Spoy in the lower reaches are
designated n Site of Specinl Scientific Interest, as nre the extensive shingle systems nt Spey Bay,

Industry

The river traditionally supported muny local Indusiries, from the still popular salmon fishing industry
to shipbuilding. At one stage, Garmouth was the shipbuilding eapital of the UK, with timber from
the forests around Aviemore and Aberlour belng rafted down to ereate wooden hulled ships,

The river 1 also known for the quality of its salmon and troui fishing, including n particular form of
fly fishing where the fisher uses a double-handed fly rod to throw a 'spoy cast’ wherehy the fly and
the line do not travel behind the fisher (thereby keeping these away from the bushes and trees lining
the banks behind him or her), This type of cast was developed on the Spey.

Speyside distilleries produce more whisky than any other region,

The Speyside Way is n long-distance foatpath that follows the River Spey through some of
Morayehire's most beautlful scenery.

hitpi/fen, wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Spey 04/04/2008
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The River Spey is unusual in that it Increases speed ns it flows closer 1o the counst, due to the
surrounding geography. The mean flow is nround 16 m/s making it the fastest flowing river in
Scotland, possibly the UK (depending on what constitutes n river,) The Spey does not meander,
nlthough it does rapidly move s banks, South of Fochabers the banks are relnforced with a high
earth barrier, but this hns been broken by the river on several oecasions, removing a large portion of
Garmouth Goll Course, sections of wall surrounding Gordon Custle, parts of the Speyside Way and
some of the B9104 road.

The Spey ruilway bridge (now pedestrinnised) Spay Bay to Gurmouth was originally designed with
the main span over the main flow of the river, however before construction was completed the river
hadd ehanged its course and was running at one end of the bridge.

Ptolemy named the river as Tussis Aest,

Settlements
Jram source

Luggan
Newlonmore
Kingussie
Kincralg
Inverdrurie
Aviemore

Bont ol Garten
Chrantown on Spey
Speybridge
Cromdale
Mains of Dalvey
Advle
Ballindalloch
Pitchroy
Blacksbont
Marypunrk
Knockando
Carron
Speyview
Aberlour
Craigellachie
Dandalieth
Rothes

Crofls
Newlands of Dundercas
COurbity
Ordlequish
Fachabers
Stynie
Gurmouth
Kingston on Spey
Spey Bay

External links
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25 August 2006

Aren Planning & Building Standards Munager
Badenoch & Strathspey: Highland Counell,
100, High Street,

Kingussio,

PH21 IHY,,

Dear Sir,

I write to record my oblectlon o the above Planning Application submlitied by
Muir Homes for the erection of 228 houses and the provision of 7 serviced plots, under
the terms of Section 34 of the Local Plan, This is not a blanket objection, nor an objection
in principal 1o the building of new houses in Grantown-on-Spey, but one which [oeuses
on & number of specific 1ssues,

The Grst of these issues ia the size of the proposed development which is grossly
in excess of any requirement for the town and would completely overwhalm the present
infrastructure, [ note that the development is shown as progressing in four phases and nt a
rute which would result in a construction period of npproximately ten years. This is a
miich more rpid development rate than envisaged in the eurrent Local Plan and It would
almost certainly result in tha release of houses onto the “holiday or second home"” market
rather than satisfying any need for additional housing within the National Park,

Thls proposal has been devised by n Central Scottish property déeveloper who hns
no knowledge of the cultural heritage of Grantown-on-Spey nnd Jittle or no interest in the
devastating offect which a housing expansion of this slze would have on the community,
It 13 n blatant aitempt to push through a planning application for nn excessively lnrge and
no doubi extremely lucrative development, before the Calmpgorms Natienal Park Local
Plan, Draft Document iy finully ndopted, Since the proposal contravenes the Park’s Looal
Plan which is likely to be ratified in the near future and since it also Involves
construction perlod of up to ten years, T believe that it would be both unrcasonable and
unethical to even consider such an application at this time,

Apart from any other conslderations it Is quite wrong that a natlonal builder, who
would employ very little local lnbour, import most of the iradesmen, either directly or by
subcontract and impose & more or less standard *country wide' house design on our town,



should be allowed to conirol the majority of the housing development in Grantown for
the next 10 years of more, at the expanse of local builders who would be left with the
*orumbs’ of the bullding work in the town. Tt is also pertinent that if housing development
progressed on the basls of 'need and not deslre’, ny s the case In most other Natlonal
Parks, then the local buildets would eope admirably, which would be much more in line
with the principle of sustaining local Indusiry nnd retaining esmings within the valley, for
the general economic benefit of the nrea.

The Eealogical Impact Assessmoent which nccompanies Muir's application,
ncknowledges ihat there are species of bird, animal and plant on this gite which are either
endangered or protected and there can be no doubt that a development of the slze
proposed would have n disastrous effect on all of these specles.

The application is also accompanicd by & Flood Assessment document which
projects figures based on the past 200 years, but nt a time when so much smphasis is
being placed on the effects of global climatic change and mnny areas have suffered
flooding on an unprecedented scale, it would be extremely rash to necept this type of
report a8 anything other than an approximation of what might happen, Even adopting
current minfall figures It is highly unlikely that the moss area — the Mossie ~ would bo
uble 10 absorb the excess water prising from n {lash rain storm, or eloud burst, once the
development had disturbed the existing water table as a result of the removal of Birch
troes and foundation excavation works, particularly in Phase 3. This problem would be
exncerbated by the consiruction of g0 many houses and the accompanying roads, which
would greatly Increase the run off in times of exceptional rinfull and result in serious
flooding at the lower end of Grantown which already has a history of Nlooding.

Huving mentioned Phose 3, 1 shall now move on to this arca for which the
proposals are probably the most unbelievable of the whole developiment, This is an area
of great natural beauty and very poor bullding land, having severnl metres of peat in
many plices and much of the ground is either fust above or just below water level
depending on the time of year. The developer's proposals for this Phnse include an accesy
roud which would pass through an area (1) designated aa a Protected Environment and
also one (C3) which |s shown for Communlty Use in the Caitngorms National Park Draft
Local Plan, The proposals then indicate 38 dwellings of which @ would be two storey
houses backing onto u row of bungalows on Mossie Road and one ol the 9 would also be
slongslde another two bungalows, In addition there would be a further 12 two storey
houses built on some of the least saltable ground, backing onto the moss and the Birch
Wood and overlooking the four bungalows on the lane which leads from Mossle Road (o
the ‘Mossie’. In ihe whole of this North West comer of Grantown including Mossie
Road, Seafisld Avenue, Seafield Court and Rhuarden Court there are no fwo storey
houses other than those built arcund the beginning of the nst contury. [t |8 therefore
clear that Mulr*s proposals for this area are not only In architectural conflict with all of
the existing houses In the immediate vicinity due to the fact that they are two storoy
villas, but nlxo because of thelr design and the density of the development,



If Phase 3 is permitted {o proceed nlong with that part of Phase 4 which consists
of 9 houses backing onto the Northem edge of the moss then the valuable habitat which
is highlighted in the Cairngorms National Park Draft Local Plan, will unquestionably be
destroyed becouse the water lovel will be disturbed by construction and the plant life will
disappear, ns will the birds and animals which will lack the (ranquillity which currently
encournges them to breed an live in this aren.

Every one who reads the local news paper knows that there is a serious shortage
of available domestic water due largely to the high volume of expensive speoculntive
housing which has been built over the lasi few yeors, 5o ot this time we should surely be
reserving our supplles for essentinl housing within our communities. This would also
minimise the problem of over loading out schools nnd medical licilities,

I note that the Highland Counell Local Plan has some very relevant Principles and
Mnin Objectives which | boliove nre worth quoting.

1) To nccommaodate the town growth within its Iindsonped setling consistent with
maintaining local herliage assels,

D To maximise economic benefit deriving from tourism,

5} To safeguard the town’s built heritage and settlng including semi natural
woodlnands.

All three of these objectives appear to indicale an intention fo preserve (he
heritage of the town, both bullt and natural and to maximise the tourist potentinl rather
than flood Grantown with second homes or turn it into n dormitory town lor Invemnesa,

I hope that my comments nnd objections may be given due consideration and that
n wise and balanced decision will be made regarding this application,

Yours fulthfu

megor 1. Mnckenzie
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13" March 2007

Mr Don Mckee

Head of Planning,

Calrngorms National Park Authorlty,
Ciround Floor,

Al rinl Hall,

Batto Soarn, Galrgorms Natal

Hallnter, Park Authorily

Q;g';"’;;';};*”- 15 MAR 2007
RECEIVED

Dear Ms, MeKee,

Further to my letter of 25™ Februury 2006 and also that of 25" August 2006
{originally sent (o Badenoch & Strathspey Aren Planning Munnger) 1 feel it is npproprinte
Lo wrile ngain at this time.

As you will be aware from previous correspondence, ohe of my primary
objections to this excessively large developmeni proposal for Crantown-on-Spey
concerns the inavitable disturbance to the "Mossio”, which is identified In the CNP Draft
L.acal Plan as “a lnrge nrea of valuable habitat which must be mnintalned”.

Howaver this area is not only a valuable habitat, but is equally important for the
function it performs as n mechanism for controlling the effects of sudden heavy rainfall
and the resulting runoft’ from the high ground to the north and north west of the moss,
The volume of water which flows into this aren via the main bumn and numerous smaller
burns and ditches is very considerable and is largely contained in the moss which acts as
a natural sponge, nllowing the surplus water to seep away geadunlly, thereby reducing the
danger of flooding at the lower end of Grantown, There is absolutely ne doubt that any
disturbance of the moss or the birch trees growing in it, could hove a oatastrophic effect
on the function which it currently performs, particularly in view of the Increased rainfall
which, according to expert predictions, is likely to accompnny global warming,



It Is also relevant (o the proposed development that new data on {lood conlrol has
boen released by WWI Scotland, which proves conclusively that the reintroduction of
wetlands nlong with other natural devices s an efliclent and economieal means of
gonfrolling the flow in water courses which sre prone to flooding. | am sure you will be
wall awnre of the existence of the River Devon Naotural Flood Mapsgement
demonstration site in Clackmannanshire und may have had sight of the technical
publications relating to this area. This new datn which Is the result of n four year study of
the aren, must surely emphasise the value of retalning an exlsting moss which currently
acts a8 a flood control medium, as well as casting doubt an the wisdom of permitting any
form of construction which would disturb this moss and consequently lis effectiveness In
minimising flooding caused by the water course which ultimatoly flows through the
lower part of the town.

In this connection | belleve that a site visit by ns many of your planning
committee as possible would be quite Invaluable, In order that they might see the present
waterlogged condition of the entice moss, which is o recurring feature of the winter
months,

I hope that these comments which nre offered as constructive opinions will
recelve due consideration nlong with the many other representations you will
undoubtedly have received.

PipC L, C g, MLCEL, EXH
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Miss, Mary Grier

Planning Officer,

Calrngorms National Park Authority,
Ciround Floor,

Albert Memorlal Hall,

Station Square,

Ballater,

Aberdeenshire,

AIIS 5Q0.

Calrngorms National Park Author|
Planning Appileation e, Ob/32o/ep

REPRESENTAT ON
ACKNOWLEDGED | 2, iMﬁ:&:_t& O

Dear Miss. Grler,

Further to my telephone conversnilon with you Inst week [ enclose a copy of the
drawing to which I referred, While It is clearly a deawing of the proposed development area
ond is entitled “Mossie Dovelopment, Muir Homes Obligations” it bears no indleation of
cither its source or the date on which 1t was produced. My Inelination Is to think that it is
some form of draft, since it lacks demiled informntion and is therefore of limlied use,
However it does contain sufficlent detall to ennble me to mark the arens to which [ referred
during our conversation.

The areas which § have matked Area | and Ares 2 aro those to which Muir Homes'
site investigation contractor returned npproximately fifteen to eighteen months ago, for the
specifio purpose of establishing their suitability for the construction of bridge foundations, |
viglted the work site nt Area 2 and tnlked with the drilling foreman wha 1old me that thoy
were currently making slow progress due to the presence of large boulders, which would
suggest that the nren was probably suitable for the developer's purpose. However ho also
told me that having entered the slte from Seafield Avenue, his team had first tried to set up
in Aren 1 which was the other proposed bridge site, but had found the ground conditions to
be so bad that their towing vehlele had become bogged down and they were unable even (o
set up thelr drilling equipment, far less corry out uny investigative deilling, This area of
tinsuitable ground is quite extensive and covers the precise location of the proposed rond
shown on the enclosed drawing running from Phase 1 1o Phase 2 in the viekity of the maln
burn, which of course would require to be bridged.



I fieel that it is also relevant to point out that the “marshland” extends much further
into the Phase 1 area, In a south westerly divection, than Is shown on the enclosed drawing,

Although on a slightly different topie | shall (nke this opportunity 1o mmlliun that
yesterdny | received by post, a Town snd Country Plunning Notice dated Friday 7™ March
from the developer's agent, intimating that a period of 14 days from the dute of the notice
wns avallable for publie Inspection of and comment on, the drawings and documents
resubmitted by Muir Homes, However on vigiting the CNPA Groantown office | was
informed that not only was there no copy of the documents in this office, but that the
Ballater office did not even have s complete set and it wos likely to be Iriday belore
Urantown received o copy. This would of course be exactly one week nfter the date of
Muir's ngent's official “Plunning Notice for Serving on Neighbours" and would therefore
tequire the public inspection period to extend to 21 diys from the date of their notice,

Finally | would draw to your sttention the fuel that Muir Homes have been
advertising their "Future Development™ in Grantown-on-Spey on thelr web slie for several
months now, which might suggest that they assume their resubmitted planning application
merely requiires (0 be rubber stamped, It is to be hope that any such assumptlon on their part
is entirely unfounded and that st ne time have they been encouraged to believe this would
ba tho case,

I hope that the above Information may be of some use to you in considering the
Muir Homes resubmitted planning application.

Yours gincerel

Cirggor 1, Mackenzie

Engl.:- Drawing of proposed development area.
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Mary Grior

Froim; Gregor Mackenzle (GGG

Bant: 07 Aprli 20008 11:05

Ta: Mary Grior

Subjeot! Mulr Momes Revised Planning Applieation - Responaa - Typing Errors amanded,

Attachments; MUIR HOMES - 4 doe

Doar Misa Grier,

Pleasa accapl my apelogles for the lyplhg eftors In the lelter nltW to my a«mall of Friday 4™
Marah 2008,

Due to olher pressures, tho letler was drafted over a porlod of sevaral daya, but was than lypad out In
somao haute on Friday with no tima to adegualely chaeck for arrors.

The mosl signiflennt arror appaara on pags 4, item 4 headad |ncreased Tralfic,

Soafleld Avenuo has baen desoribed as Seafield Road on two oocaslona and | think that in order o
avold any confuslon or misunderstanding

the odginal attachment should be destroyed and replaced by the amended copy of the letter which Is
siltached 1o this e-mall,

| apologise for sny Inconvanience which this may cause.

Yours aincerely,
Gregor Mackoenzle

Cairngormig National Park Authority The information contuined in this e<mail is confidential and
intended for the exclusive use of the Individual(s) or organisation specified above, Any unauthorised
dissemination or copying of this e-mail, or mis-use or wronglul disclosure of information contained
in it, is strictly prohibited and may be illegal. Please notify the sender by return e<mall should you
have received this e-mall In error, Virus Warning: Although this email and any attachments are
believed (o be free from viruses, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that they nre virus
free, No responsibility Is accepted by the Calmgorms National Park Authorlty for say loss or
dumage arising in any way from their receipt or opening Spam. This e-mail has been scanned for
Spam, However if you feel that this is Spam please forward this to mailmanager@caimgonns,co.uk

O7/04/2008



“Owl Woodl"
Muossie Rowl,
Gramtown-on-Spey,

Maoray,
PH26 AHW,

3rd April 2008

Miss Mury Cirier

Project Planning Offlcer,
Caimgorms National Park Authorlty,
Giround Fioor,

Albert Memonal Iall,

Station Square,

Bullater,

Aberdeenshire,

AB3S 508

Dear Miss, Grier,

Having now studled Mulr Homes revised planning application in some detail, 1 feel
obliged to write to you once more o register iy conceins about the entire project and my
objections to specific nspects of the proposed development.

This is not an objection in principle io housing development in Grantown-on-Spoy,
because In common with most of the town's vesidents 1 fully support the bullding of houses

“to meal the needs of the communlty"; to quote n much repeated objective from your

Deposit Local Plan. This project however meets only the desives of developer's.
OIJECTIONS
I, Paosition

The semidetnched bungalows siled on plots 39 and 40 mre an example of extremely
b building practice in that the rear of these houses s overlooked by the principal
publie rooma of the twe existing adjncent bungnlows. Reference to Muir Homes'
drawings reveals that this situation has been carefully avolded within the entire
proposed development, which tends o indicate a complete disregard for existing
resldents, [ would therefore suggest that the two offending bungalows should be
removed, since the avallable nren of plots 39 and 40 is so restricted that any
alternative orientation would also be completely unnceeptable.

The proposed density of this development together with the Inclusion of two storey
houses |s entlrely at odds with the adjacent built environment. The houses which




have been built in the last forty or filty years in the Seafield Avenue / Mossie Road
area of Grantown-on-Spey, with one exception, have been bimgalows und the only
exception which is ut the end of a row of bungalows in Mossie Road, is of one and
a half storey design which is substantially lower than the two storey houses in the

praposed development.

"This proposed development does not even approach the deslgn requirements of the
Deposlt Local Plan, No attempt has been made to design houses with a remotely
Scoliish charncter, far less “reinforee the local veriacular aid local
distinctiveness,” Muir Homes have elecied simply to impose their standard designs
on Grantown-on-Spey, which are completely out of character with every aspect of
the built environment of the twn, In addition te this, the affordable housing
appears to be concentrated in two and three storey blocks which represent n much
greater density than the remalnder of the proposed development, Are we to see the
Grantown which is such a tovrist attrmetion destroyed and wined into o hideous
monster like Avicimore,

1 feel this is an appropriate point at which to draw to your sttention, the Calrngorm
National Park Deposit Local Plan, Section §, sub-gection 3, Policy 18, Design Standards for
New Development, which states Inter alia that “pew developments will reflect and reinforee
the patiern and character of the surrounding aren and reinforce the local vernaeuliand
logal distingtiveness™ and further that “the amenity enjoyed by neighbouring propeities will

In your Consultative Draft Plan there was also a Policy 38, Proposals for Housing
Within Defined Settlements, which states in paragraph ¢) that “the luyout and density of 4
scheme should be a natural growth of the existing structure.” It nlso states that "Affordable
housing secured ns part of a larger development should be fully integrafed within the
scheme and should not be of sigalfiountly higher density,or lower quality.”

I am aware that the Consultative Draft Pl waos superseded by the Deposit Local
Plan and bn the process Policy 38 appears 1o have been lost, It seems most unfortunate that
such a laudable policy should have been considered irrelevant or perhaps inapproptiate in
the present clrcumstanees.

CONCIRNS

i .
The proposed joint size and rate of development of this project is considerably in
excess of anything envisaged in the Highland Council Local Plan for this aren and
i 25% increase in the town's population over seven yours will overwhelm the
existing Infrastructure, unless there are advanced plans and funds, of which the
local population has no knowledge, for the upgrading of the schools, medical
centre, traffic manngement, water and sewerage and pretty well every other
service. This propesed rate of development will also produco far more houses than
nre required "o meat the needs of the community” which will result in a dramatic
increase in second homes and commuter homes for those working in Inverness,
both of which will bring little or no economic or commercial advantage to the
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town. One of the greatest dangers of a large development such as this is the
probability of planning penmission being sought snd granted for an out of town
supermarket which will quite simply destroy the centre of Grantowi, Anyone who
doubts this and believes that a lvge supevmarkel on the outskirts of the town
would bring exta business (o the existing shops in the High Streot should visit
Porres ar Huntly and talk with town centre shopkeepers.

A recently published report, commissioned by n government sponsored
organisation called The Empty Homes Agency, is worthy of your attention, n the
context of this letter the reasons for the report are irrelevant, but the (indings are
significant, The report resulted from a study comparing the COz glven off In the
building of new homes with that produced by refurbishing old properties.

The relevant fndings may be summarised as follows:-

COzemlssions from new homes emanaie from two distinet sources: embodied CO2
given off during the house building process nnd gperntionpl CO2 given off from
noimal energy use In the house once {t 18 occupied, The new homes In the research
each gave off 50 temnes of gmbodied CO2, but it was established that well-
insulated new homes eventually make up for their high embodied energy costs
through lower pperntionnl COz emissions. However It was enleulnted that in
mast cases it tnles more than 50 years to redress ithe balance,

‘This report highlights the folly of encouraging the mass proliferation of
unnecessary housing, if the problem of reducing the "carbon footprint” of the
Natlonal Park is 16 be serlously addressed. At the sume time the results would
support the sound philosophy of the stated policies of the CNPA, to ensure the

pravision of houses "o meet the needs of (he community™,

" i I 1
A development of the size proposed, which will produce un excess of the wrong
type ol housing and will mean that the majority of the building work in Grantown
will be in the hands of a national developer for a period of seven to ten years, will
hnve a devastating offect on our local builders whao, given the oppartunity, would
be more than capable of meeting “the needs of the comimuplly" with houses of an
approprinte design which would indeed “poinforce the local vernacular and local
digtinetiveness”, This problem will not end with the completion of the proposed
project, because unless the infrastructure of Grantown is rapidly upgraded to a
lsvel which incorporates spare capacity, before the completion of this proposed
development, the CNPA Planners will finel themaelves compelled to withhold
planning approval for even single property developments due to the total
innclequacy of the over stretchied public servicos, Onee again the losers will be the
local bullders and the local economy, desplie the fact that the sustainability of both
employment and business are declared objectives of the CNPA Deposit Local
Plan,

Tourlsm _
In u town and an area such as Grantewn and the Spey valley, which are so heavily
dependent on tourlsm for thelr economie survival, it is unbelievable that Muir

Homes or any other developer could imagine that a proposal to bulld two storey
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houses and flats along the boundary of an award winning caravan park, there by
abseuring the principal mountain view from th park, conld possibly receive
approval. While the developer would have no reason to know the significance of
the coravan park’s contribution to the loeal economy, in terms of employment oy
well ag money, n casunl ingpection of the park while walking along the boundary
fence would reveal that this s no ordinary caravan park, but one which is
owtstandingly well designod, well maintalned and well run. This s yet another
branch of the loeal business community which must be guaranteed o sustainable
future by the CNPA,

Girmntown-on-Spey 18 a unique and beautiful town in a truly exquishe setting
which attracts from far and near, the visitors whoge presence support(s (he town's
[ragile economy and the approval of a development of the size and nature
proposed would enise imeporable damage to botli the town and the surrounding

fited,

The proposed new development in s present form of 193 homes would produce
air incrense aof at Teast the same number of vehicles and probably nearer 300, of
which 39% (over 100 vehicles) would exit onto Seafleld Avenue, with thie
mojority attempting to gain aceess to the High Street via the junction with Seafield
Avenue, Even during the winter there are periods in the morning and late
alternoon / early evening when the congestion at this junction, due to large
articulated lorrles unloading ot the side of the Co-op store, combined with the
constant movement of vehicles linto the rond in front of the Co-op, which serves ns
n cor park for the store's customers, makes it very dilficult for traffic to fow up or
down Seafleld Avenue. If the number of local vehicles attempting to use this road
I8 increased by more than [00, plus all of the ndditional and unwieldy traffic
ereqied Iy the caravan park from Baster 1l October (52,000 visitors over ihe
season) then the junction with the High Street (which is actually cross ronds) will
simply selze up, This problem will of course be compounded by the Installation of
the new traffic light controlled pedestrinn crossing and assoclnted street narrowing
betwean the Bank of Scotlond building and the Hydro Electrle showroom,

The percelved solution to this problem in many cases will be to use Grant Road or
Mossle Road both of which are narrow and frequently have residents veliicles
parked outside thelr houses, which renders these roads completely unsuitable as
rush hour relief routes,

It seems unbelievable that Highland Council Roads Engineera have not raised
abjections to this nspect of the developer's proposals and one must wonder if they
have netually undertaken o tralfle Now study of this pacticular junetlon in relation
ta the proposed development.

I have expressed concern about (he future of various aspects of the moss In my
previous five letters to your department, but reference to the drawings submited
with Mulr Homes Revised Planning Application has done nothing to allay my
fenrs.



xmmination of the Bore Hole Diwing contirms that o bore holes were sunk nor
trial plts dug in the vicinity of the proposed road bridge uhulmunls This was of
course for the venson which was intimated In my letter of 11" March 2008 (o Miss
Cirler, namely that the ground conditions were so bad that the drilling team were
unable to set up thelr equipment, This Information is not hearsay, itavas impasted
to me by the drilling foreman whilst still on slte,

As a Chartered Clvil Engineer with extensive experience of major rond nnd bridge
construetion including large dinmeter bored mind deiven piling, I cannet believe that
the Land Drill foreman did not riote on his deflling log that he had been unable to
set up hils equipment and earry out trial bpres in the aren of the proposed rond
bridge. The Land Drill tearn had bean sent back to the proposed development slite
for the express purpose of determining the soil conditions at two speelfie locations,
The first was the road bridge site and the second was the foot bridge site, where I
met and tnlked with the foreman,

The Mason Evans Partnership drawing entitled "Conjeciured Thickness and
Distribution of Depths of Pent” shows the area In the immediate vicinity of the
proposed rond brldge to contain no peal, in other words It is shown ss good
ground, The probability Is that the deaftsman who produced the drawing, noted
that there was no borohole log for the bridge location and referred (o the nenrest
information whichi was Trinl Pits 3 and 4 on one side of the birn and Trial Pic 57
on the other slde. These Trial Pits ave n considerable distance apart and to
puesstimate that there will be no ground variation over this distance is extremely
risky, especially when there is & watercourss running through the area In question,
Lt this case the guess was wreng, because the ground adjacent to the burn consists
of deep peat and I do not inake this statement entirely on the bosis of what T wis
told by the drilling foremen, but backed up by my own examination of the site, My
Investigation was corried out with the ald of an extremely amateur, but very
effoctive device - a 3 metre garden cane - which enabled me (o penetrate the
ground in the proposed bridge area to o depth of over 2 metres without
encountering any resistance,

The Mason Evans Partnership Report states ' Whilst we have carried out
inlerpretation of the conditions between the exploistory holes, it should be
recognised that soil and groundwater conditions ean vary from poliit to point, Ay

such, ground conditions other than those indigated by the exploratory holes may
exiat fo orens not investigated, ...oand further inspection may ultimately be
mmmummﬂﬂmmmmwmmmmm
gontained within this weport.”

It also states "“While we have not conducted any detailed agsessment of roud
construction requirements as pan of this assessment, It was congidered that the

Loeal Authority Ronds Department would not pexmit the construction of nny
adoptable voads or private driveways over areas underlain by peat soil,”

The ervor in guesstimating the soll conditions within the proposed road bridge aren
very cloarly underlines the significance of the Muson Evans Partnership [l

slatement nbove, The gecond stntement effectively means that unless Highland
b




Council Roads Engineers have carrled oul a detailed assessment of the ground
conditions on the line of the proposed road, then whether or not a road could be
built to un ncceptable standard within this part of the site is completely unknown,
Since the road line has certainly not been set out by anyone and has probably not
yet been finalised by the developer, the Roads Engincers could not have done any
nasessment, detalled or othorwise ot this polnt in thime.

In view of the nbove situntion, together with the fact that the proposed
development is not on u “green field" site, but Is 10 be buill around o very
important and vulnerable wetland area which is both a “valuable habltat” and n
highly effective nutural flood control mechanism, the developer cannot be allowed
to enter the site until all of the many questions are sotisfuctorily answered, Whai
ever ¢lse happens, the moss cannot be permitted to suffer any damage whother
direct or indirect, accldentul or otherwise. This view Is backed by the SEPA repot
which states that the sides of the burn flowing through he site must sustain no
dumuge.

It is quite obvious at this time that there are far too many unanswered questions
surrounding this proposed development to permit arn inuminent decision on the future of the
project and o snmple of these questions is listed below.

n)  Why daoes the CNPA appear determined to put the cart before the horse s far as
this project is concerned?
It is o well known and well documented fact that the loeal infrasteuciure is aleeady
stretehed to the limit in terms of education, health, water and sewerage, hospital,
residentinl care and emergency services,

b) Are the designg for the school extensions well advanced? \
¢} s the funding available for the necessary school extensions?
d) Ts the funding available 1o equip and staff the extended schools?

e) The above questions apply equally (o the health centre, water and sewernge
services, the hospltal and emergency services,

N The proposed development 1 1o Include mround 40 affordable homes which souids
like excellent news for Grantown except for the fsct that under ourrent
Government Logislation, very few of these homes may end up In the hands of
Grantown people, because Highland Councll may (il them with people from
anywhere in the Highland area o1 even furthor awaty.

Does the CNPA Plannlng Department seriously believe that It s rensonable to
overlond Grantown with 193 houses in the hope that we may benefit by perhaps 10
or 12 nffordable homes over the next 7 or 10years?

This might be an appropelate point at which to dvaw atteation to the 4 affordable
houses which nre currently being built by a local builder in Grantown, with no
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strings attached and many similar small davelopments have been completed over
the yemrs.

Has Highland Councll Ronds Departiment been nsked to undertuke a iraffic
manpgement siudy in connection with this propose Development?

)  Was the sectlon within the Roads Department, which designed the new traffic Light
controlled pedestrian crossing, aetunlly aware that & mpssive housing development
was inder consideration for Grantown?

iy ITes Highland Council Roads Departiment had any Involvement In approving or
checking the rvoad system and suttabllity of the site for the roads within the
propased development?

In conclusion I would urge the CNPA Plonning Department to embrace the terms of
the Park Protocol, In particular Section 6 Linison Procedures, paeagraph 6.3, item 4 which
rends “In addition, the CNPA and local authoritles will enconrvage....publle
capsultatlon and partlclpation  Adoption of this policy would greatly assist in
nlleviating the present feeling of exclusion and suspicion which pervades a large proportion
of the Grantown community. Please remember, (s after all our town md our future.

[ st thit my objections, questions and observations will be nccepted in the spivit
in which they are offered. Any critielsim Is Intended to be both constructive nnd helpful,

Yours sincerely,

Gregor T. Mockenzie

CC, Fergus Bwing MSP
Danny Alexander MI?
Swant Blnck Councillor
Tim Beveridge Community Councillor
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28th May 2008
Miss Mory Cirler
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Calmgorms Natlonal Park Authority, - _
Giround Floor, Calrmgorms Natlonal Pari Authorily |
Albert Memaorinl Hall, P Ho,
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Dear Miss, Grler,

VI

Having now had the oppertunity 1o read the Muir Homes File in some dotail, as
well an further studying the drawings submitted us port of the Revised Planning
Application, I have a number of addittonal comments and observations which T believe to
be pertinent to the proposed development.

Road Lavout

The revised Inyout drawings show the nccess road from the proposed bridge
crossing to the Mossie Road sectlon of the development, cutting through a considerable
nren of the birch wood which is so vital to the control of the water Jevel in the mosa. In
view of the potential damage which could be inflieted on the moss by the removal of o
significant number of trees, 1 believe that prior to any further conslderation of the
development In this aren, it would be prudent to ask the developer to produce a detailed
sotting out drawing for the rond and then to arrange for the centre line of the road to be
set out on site. This would have two benelits, firsily it would clarify exactly where the
proposed road would run and what area of birch wood would require to be removed and
secondly It would enable ncournte suil testing to be carried out ot prodetermined Intervals
dlong the line of the proposed rond, This approach would have the advantage of

producing n more accurate averall result by eliminating the posaibility of any undue
influence arising in the choice of trial/bore hole position,



Housing Desien 1 | Pousi

The Highland Councll Local Plan for Badenoch and Strathspey shows quile
clearly that the projected development for the whole of the Seafield Avenue « Castle
Road Epst — Mossie Road area totals 180 houses on a developable site of 15.6 liectares
(equivalent to 11,54 houses per heetare), For o variety of reasons it has been necessary o
reduce this developable area to around 7.9 hectares (figure supplied by the developer's
architect), Not least of the reasons for this reduction in wrea is that Highland Council,
quite obviously, did not visit this site prior 1o producing the layout drawing, which
allocntes arens for houslng development in what Is clearly part of the moss, which acts as
a naturul flood control mechanism for a significant part of Grantown,

While Roy Mitchell Design Ltd, considers 10% to be n normally ncceptable
incrense in the notional housing numbers in the Local Plan, the siting of 110% of the
orfginal planned number of houses in an area restricted to 80% of the planned size, is
most certainly not normally aceeplable practice. The suggestion that the density of
housing should be double that shown in the Local Plan is so outrgeous it is hard to
believe that an experienced fiem of professional architects would even consider making
such n proposal and it is certminly to be hoped that the CNPA Planning Department will
remind the developer, in the strongest possible terms, that the matter of excessive density
wais polnted out to the architect in a letter of 21" December 2006, paragraph (23).

The developer's architeet sttes that 25 houses per heclare s nationally
considered (o be a medium density development, but national standards are caleulated s
avernges ond include large urban arcas, which renders this calegory completely
inappropriste for a small hightand iown which Is churncterized by its outstanding
architecture and open Inyowt and is prominently positioned within a National Park

IL is also noted that Roy Mitchell Design Ltd. wero informed in paragraph (23) of
the letter of 21" December 2006 that five of the house designs were “unncceptable” and
revised proposals should be submitted to “replace” them. They were also told that “there
Is n clenr neod for i deslgn concept which s unlgue to the proposed loeatlon and
reflects the vernncular nrchitecture of the nrea in which it Is proposed.” The reaction
of the nrchitect und presumubly the developer, to this request, has been to retaln the
same Innppropriate urban designs which produced the eriticlsm of the fivst
submission. In sddition the drawingy included in the Resubmitted Planning Application
of March 2008 reveal that the “unaceeptable” designs haye not been “replaced”, but are
still included in the proposuls. Is this o demonstration by the developer, of unbelievable
stupldity, or simple arrogance and conterpt for the planning process? No, the truth [s that
large building companies like Muir Homes aro not sel up to cope with any major
deviation from their stundard house design, which in this case is tolully unsuitable for tha
proposed location, for Grantown and [or the National Park and must therefore render this
type of company wholly inapproprinte for any housing development within n National
Park. Once again it must be stressed that ihe local bullding firms are best equipped o
provide the necessary housing within their area, quite apart from the fact that the stated
poliey of the CNIPA I8 1o susialn local business and hence employment,
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The Revised Planning Application of March 2008 indicates that of the twelve
houses proposed for the area between Mossio Road lane and the proposed rond bridge,
six aro of the nbove “unncceptable” designs, four are of an inappropriste two storey
design and a further one Is of unacceplable orlentation, while the whole of this area of the
project is grossly over developed and completely at variance with both the Local Plan and
CNPA stated polioy. These comments are fully supported by Palicy 18, Design Standards
for New Developments, whieh states that *New developmenis will vefleet and reinforee
the pattern_and charncter of the surrounding aren....." and that “The amenity

It I8 Interesting to note that under the sub-heading of “Woodlnnds” in their
Planning Consulintion Response, the CNPA Natural Heritage Section acknowledge that
“the untouched fringe” of the birch wood “would aiso provide n high amenity
outlook for the front of the new unlts™ as a result of developing only one side of the
proposed new ncoess rond for the Mossie Road aren of the project. This sentiment s
reiteraied in the CNPA Planning letter of 21™ December 2006 which staies under a
similar subshending that “This would also nddress ,.,.,. concerns regarding securily and
suevelllance of areas of public open space, ns well as the aesthetie benefits of housing
fronting onto such nrens..."as the birch wood,

I beliove that in these circumstunces the residents ol Mossie Road are entitled to
expect this same sentiment to be applied by the CNPA Planning Department when
considering the design, orientation and density of housing proposed lor this sren of the
project, because under the present proposals, the “high amenity outlook™ and “aesthetic
benefits™ which have been enjoyed by the Mossie Road properties for the past twenty or
thirty years, would be completely destroyed und this loss of amenlty would be magnified
in the case of the two bungalows directly overlooking the moss.

I trust that these comments and eriticlsms will be regarded in the manner in which
they are Intended, namely to be positive and helpful,

Yours

iregor | Macken:
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Dear Miasa, Grier,

On this occasion my comments relate to one specific area of the proposed
development site and to the relovant paragraph in the Loeal Plan,

Paragraph 3.3.% states thal land adjoining the Ian Charles Hospital and Grant
House will be safeguarded from development for smenity purposes *and (o retaln scope
for expunsion of the fucilities, should the need arise.”

The site layout drawing which accompanies the Local Plan, ance ugain indicates
that very Iltile thought was given to the likely extent of a hospital expansion or Indeed to
the significance of Paragraph 3.3.9 of the Local Plan. However since the housing areas
ure purely representational, it may bo sssumed that the “safeguarded” land adjolning the
hospital, while hopelessly inadequate, is also purely indicative of the requirement
specified in the Local Plan. The inadéquate land allowanee has unfortunately been carried
over Into the site plan which acoompanies the Deposit Local Plun, which [n tum has
resulied in Muir Homes producing a development drawlng indicating full use of the
entlre aren between the Hospital boundary and that of Grant House, as well as developing
right up to the north western boundary of the hosplinl, thereby leaving insufTicient land
avallable for compliance with Paragraph 3.3.9.

Tn the light of two tecent reports in the local newspaper (April 23" & May 28"
2008), of discusslons taking place between Highland Council and NIIS Highland
regarding a possible combined medical snd socinl care facility, it would appear that the
quoted “need” may be nbout to “nrise”. It Is therefore of the utmost imporfance that no




decision should be reached regarding the nccess aren from Castle Road East (Phase 213),
of the Muir Homes project, until those Invelved In the current dlscussions are able to
provide a realistic assessment of the extent and position of the area of land which they
will require for the new fucility.

While these discussions are in their infancy and it may be some considerable lime
before any detail of the required development aren can he produced, this should not be
regarded ns n renson to proceed with the approval of a large, unsuitable and unnecessary
housing project at the subsequent expense of o modemised and enlnrged health und care
fucility for the whole of the loeal community in Grantown and the surrounding area,

I have no doubt that you nre ncutely aware of the conflicting interests in this part
of the development site, but the [ssues involved are of such magnitude that it is of
paramount importanco that the long term interests of the local community are given
preference over the commercial aspirations of a national developer and that the final
decision Is the correct one.
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Having now huc time to earry out a closer inspection of the surface water
drainage details for the Muir Homes proposed development for Grantown=on-Spey, I find
that there are n number of areas of concern and for this reason it is my intention to copy
this letter to BEPA,

The entire site of the proposed development has n very high water-tuble, the level
of which fluctuates with relatively modest rainfalls. A walk over the site and a ¢asual
Inspection of the vegelation growing there reveals that substantinl nress are afTected by
this fluctuating water level. Although the bulk of the site Investigation, carried out on
Mulr's behalf, was underiaken during an extremely dry summer period in 2005, no
serious attempt has been made to monitor the ground-watee level varlations during the

subsequent three years,

Photograph No | on the next page shows one of the numerous areas in which
water regularly takes several days to infiltrate the ground due 1o the effect of the high
water-table, This particular flooding occurred after one day of rain in August 2008, bul is
a regular oceurrence In the area of Phase 1A of the proposed development. Photographs
No 2 & 3 illustrate a similor problem on the land behind the hospital, which flooded on
this particular occasion, as a result of heavy winter rain cousing a local burn to overflow
ita banks. This flood was sufficiently extensive 1o require the services of the local fire
brigade to pump out the hospital car patk and surrounding land. Photograph No 4 gives a
clear indication of the volume of water which required to be pumped off the sife, even
although the photographs were all taken towards the end of the pumping operation.
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The arcas shown in these photographs, along with many others within the vicinity
of the moss, experlence varying degrees of flonding on a regular basis, due to the
presence of a high or shallow water-inble.

In view of the very obvious indications that this was a wet site, it would have
beon both professlonal and prudent for Muir Homes to have arranged for the water level
to be mensured at o significant number of points throughout the slte, on a regulur basis
(weekly or forinightly) over a perlod of twelve or eighteen months and for the results to
be plotted ngninst the recorded rinfull over the same peried, The fiilure to acquire this
information and the consequent Ignorance of what actually happens to the groundswater
levels, vasts considerable doubt on the value of much of the surfnce water drainage

proposal,

It might also be approprinte to point out it this juncture, that Highland Council
have clearly fulled in their duty to properly examine this slte before allocating it for
housing in their 1997 Local Plan.

Returning 1o the drainage design for the proposed development and considering
only the surface water drainage af the present time, | would direct your atiention o
SEPA's Consuliation response dated 26™ September 2006 which states, inter alin, that
WSEPA notes that it Iy proposed to consiruet swales around the site adfacent to
roadways... ... An existing wetland area will also be utilised in the overall surface water
treatment scheme, Provided the above proposals still apply to the application then this Iy
acceptable to SEPA in terms of water quality, "

G & D Englneering Services Drafnage Report — Rev C ( recelved by CNPA on
20™ February 2008) states In paragraph 3 that "The principal means of providing SUDS
Jor the development will take the form of "At Souree™ measures sueh ax swales, porous
paving and other iyfiltration measuves. " It nlso states that nny surlice water flows from
the remainder ol the development (this comment refers 1o Phases 1A, 2, 3, und 4) “will
discharge to the existing welland area at vaviows locailons ay indicated on our

drawings.... This yeatland area will not only provide atteration valume bt also provide
a level of surface water treatment in accordance with SUDS guldelings. "

SEPA's Consillation responso duted 8™ April 2008 reiterates upproval similar fo
that of 26" September 2006, in the form of “SEPA notes that:- Surface wators will be
drained via swales; porous paving and infiltration measures (as shown on drawing
11605/007Rev C). From a water quality perspectiva this is acceptable to SEPA.”

However, the proposal 1o use the existing wetland to “provide a level of surface
water treatment™ s not "in accordance with SUDS guldelines™. In [act numerous bodies
Involved in the development and design of tha SUDS system have produced papers on
the subject nnd almost without exception they state that:-

% “wetlands” Incorporated into SUDS drainage systoms “are speelally consivucted
Seatures";



W Vexisting wetlands are rarely suitable, for a varfety of reasons, not least af whieh
is disturbance of the natwral balance that has evelved within that system™

& “only specially constructed wetlandy showld be uxed to treat surfuce water ™,

In addition 1o these quotations [rom erudite publications, | would draw (o your
attention m SEPA__publication “for dovelopers, landowners, planners, consultants,
archltects and englneers™ entitled “A_DO's and DON*T's GUIDE lor PLANNING and
DESIGNING. Sustainable Urban Drninnge Systems (SUDS)".

% [tom | on the DON*Ts List
g DON'T use existing ponds, wellands or ditches for SUDS treatment,
How then can SEPA possibly say that:-

B “,..this |5 ncceptable to SEPA in ferms of water quality” (Mlanning Consultation
Response 26" September 2006)

& “From o waler quality perspoctive this is acceptable o SEPA" (Plunning
Consultation Response 8" April 2008)

Although the design engineers' deawing No 1160S/PRE 4 olrims to show n
“Proposed Swale Detail” it incorporates nono of the features of u swale and the Noles on
the main drainnge drawings do not even list swales as being incorpornted in the drainnge
works. The detail on drawing No 11605 / PRE 4 is in fuct 8 type of filter drain, the use of
which is prohibited by SEPA on sites in which the water-table Is shallow,

+ SEPA Guide for Planning nnd Designing SUDS, item 6 in the DON"Ts list.
i DON'T use filter drains/infilication trenches where the water-able is shallow.

All of the road drainage shown on the main drainage drawings Nos. 11605/007
Rev € and llﬁﬂﬁ!ﬂﬂﬂ Rev B either conforms 1o the detail for a "Proposed road filtor
drain in grass verge”, w8 shown in the Noies on the deawings, or consists of a standard
piped gullay syslem. ‘This means that ul of the surface water druninnge in Phases 1A, 2,3
& 4 of this project is by means of filter drains infiltrating the ground water or by road
gullies and pipe runa discharging into the existing wetland, both of which are contrary to
SEPA's guide lines and SUDS principles and are therefore totally unscceptable.

Having demonstrated that the proposal to use the exisiing welland for surface
waler treatment is contrary to SEPA guide lines and to the general principles of SUDS,
this Is an appropriate point at which to explaln that the wetland on thils sle Is a moss,
which is entirely different from the wetland deseribed in SUDS literature. The SUDS
wetland takes the form of a settling or balancing pend of sullicient depth to provide
additional temporary storage for a significant volume of excess surfhce water arising
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from an exceptional storm, but alse Incorporating shallow arens planted with marsh and
wotland vegetation which provides a pgood level of natural [iliration as well ns
encournging wildlife. The moss in contrust accommaodates naturally oceurring Increases
In surfbce water during storm periods and functions as a flood regulating mechanism, by
absorbing tho excess water (o the point at which the fibrous ground becomes complefely
water logged, This process has developed over many decades |f not centuries and s
currently further nssisted by the natural regeneration of birch trees within its boundaries,
Contrary to the beliefs of G & D Engineering, the moss hng no capacity o attenuate the
flow or store (he excess of storm water being delivered through soven pipes, ranging in
gize from 225mm (9") o 400mm (16") In diameter, in addition to the storm water it
currently absorbs. Under extreme storm conditions this design proposial would result in
ithe destruction of the habitat und balance of the moss as well as over spilling Into the
burn which rans through the moss and [nto the River Spey.

Tt should also b noted that the water which Muir Homes proposes to discharge
nio the moss will be untreated (i.e. polluted) surface witor which would flow strajght
into nn area desceibed in the CNPA Local Plan as “a valuable habitat which must be
maintained". This clearly means that the design of the proposed surface water dralnage
systemn s lotally unacceptable for this site, In fact what it does mean s that this site is
wholly unsuitable for any form of major construction,

In Phase | of the proposed development the drainage is much more
straightforward and all surface water leaves the site untrented, vin a storm water plpe
system which discharges directly into what iz referred (o In the introduction to the
Development [mpact Asscssment as an “exisiing draln that rans through the
development site”. Unfortunately however, this “exieting drain® i in fuct an existing
burn which i3 a tributary of the River Spey ond the surfnce water which will not be
subjected o any form of chemical filtration, will flow down the burn to pollute the River
Spay, which Is an SAC (Special Aren of Conservilion) strictly protected under the EC
Habltats Directive.

At this point it 15 also worth noting that:«
1) The Environmant Agency information on SUDS, highllghts the following facts:-

% Surface water run-uff can contaln contaminunts such as oll, organic matter and
toxic motnly,

#  Although often at low levels, cumulatively they can resultin poor water quallty In

rivers and ground water, nffecting biodiversity, amenity value and potentinl water
abslraction.

% Afler hoavy rain, the first flush is oflen highly polluting,



2) The CIRIA information on SUDS sintes that “Pollutanis thai need to be
controlled inelude:-

% Cor oil und ontifrecze

2 Detergents (from car washing)

w Household chemicals

g Curden chemicals

Exnctly how It is proposed to effect this required contral remains unanswered, but

it would be a fond hope indeed, 1o believe that any new development such s Muit
Homes propose, could possibly be free of all of the above pollutants as well as salt from
winter rond maintenanee and diesel and oil from dellvery and service vehicles, Yet
without an absolute guarantee that the surfuce water discharged from Phase 1 is free of

any pollutants, this proposed surfiuce water drainnge system cannot be implemented

This entite site poses nn enormous drninnge problem which only serves fo
emphnsise its total unsuitnbility for any form of major development.
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