“Owl Wood"
Maossic Roud,
Coruntown-on-Spey,

Moy,
PHEZG JITW.

20th April 2000

Miss Mary Crier

Project Planning Officer,
Cairngorms National Park Authority,
Ciround Flaor,

Albert Memorial Hall,

Station Square,

(adiriganyi-Natlonal,
Paricaithorlty

272 A (Y

Hollater, G
Aberdeenshire, RECEIVED _
AR5 SOB.
Dear Mlss, Grier,
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Huving now studled the latest Flood Risk Assessment and Fiood Deflence
Solution submitted by consultants White Young Green on behalf of Muir Homes, |
belisve that the following observations and eomments arve pertinent, | shoutd add at this
polnt that onee again this letter will be copled to SEPA,

['have no doubt that the WY G assessment and proposals are earelully ealeulated
on the basis of certain assumptions und standard formulne, which together will produce
theoretical solution to the flooding problem, However [ believe there nre a number of
significant factors relating to this area, of which the consultunts have no knowledge,

On 15" November 2002 the Health Centre foundations and car park, ns well ag
the ndjacent wood and rough grazing area were inundated wiih flood waier over spilling
from the near-by pond and the oul flowing burn, ns well as flowing down the A939 ns o
result of the in flowing bumn on the up-stream side of the pond over lopping its banks
adjucent 1o a culvert under the main road. | referred to this incident in my letter of 5"
Septomber 2008 which Included photographs of the affected aren, but 1 have
subsequently obtained more detailed information about the flaoding which is relevant to
WY (i's Flood Defence Solution.

The flooding in 2002 was the result of prolonged heavy minfall combined with a
degree of obstruction in the varlous watercourses, caused by fullen branches und
encroaching undergrowth which had developed as a result of general disuse in the case of




the dey diteh and in the other water courses, simply the result of the fiet that for long
periods there Is only n modest flow of water in these channels, a8 is customary with hill
burng and dealng which frequently flood when required to ncoommodate the effects of o
Nash storm. The manner in which this particular Mlood occurred |8 of considerable
significance for WYG's Flond Risk Assessment, because when the pond overtopped its
banks, the llood water did not entirely follow the line predicted in the Assessment, The
overspill occurred on the East and South sldes of the pond with the flood water from the
South overspill more or less following the route prediated in the Assessment, but the East
averspill flowed down o shallow gulley marked In ced on the enclosed photocopy of the
relovant aren of the drawing, The flood water intersected what WYQ rofer (o aa the
“secondacy tributary” at chainage 223.000m where it agaln washed over the channel nnd
on to flood the grazing land behind the Health Centre. The point at which this water
entered the proposed housing site area is approximately [00metres east of the point at
which the proposed flood defence channal (s designed to begin, at chainage 123.000m., A
probable reason for the overspill water (rom the pond washing over the “secandury
tributary™ eather than flowing down it, Is that while this water course Is dry for part of the
yeor it is fed by two springs which produce a considerable amount of waler afler
prolonged periods of rain or winter snow melt and durlng these perlods there Is a
significant water flow in the channel,

I believe It would now be approprinte 1o consider the worst possible situation
which could arise, WYG acknowledge in their report that it is highly probable In the
event ol 1 in 200 year storm that the pend would overtop the surrounding bund and it is
in anticlpation of this event along with the out flow burn also overtopping, that the Nlood
defence chunnel is proposed. The 2002 flood however has demonstrated that it does not
require 1 in 200 year storm to cause overtopping at these critieal points and so it must be
ncknowledged that in sueh an exceptionnl event the over spilling would be very much
more serlous and I the eritieal storm were W occur between January and April and
coincide with the melting of a previous heavy snow fill the result would be eatstrophie,
Thers is also a real posaibility that in such circumstances the volume of waler over
spilling the bund containing the pond, would be such that It would cause erosion and
possibly ultimate fallure of the earth and rubble bank, releasing o suddon and  devastating
rush of water, the force and volume of which would completely overwhelm any flood
defence chunnel. With the water ut over topping level, the pond alone would contain
something approaching 500,000 gallons and due 1o the relatively shallow depth and
comparatively flat bottom of the pond, filure of the structural surround could result in
most of this water flonding down the hillside and inundating the proposed housing aren
behind the Hospital and Lealth Centre.

In order to lighlight (he sorious additional effect of the thawing of a signiflcant
depth of snow T have included photographs of this areas of land which still contalned
considerable amounts of water weeks after the snow from the heavy fill in February had
melted. Photograph No | shows the retained melt water closest (o the Hospital boundary
fence, No 2 showa the area of water lurthor away from the fence but with the first area
showing In the background, Ne 3 shows the western end of this large area of mell water
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and No 4 is of an area of land closer 1o the woodland and the “secondary tributary”,
showing n typical example of the effects of the shallow water tablo
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Photegraph No & is of a substantinl area of woodland, adjacent o the Health
Centre car park, which regularly foods during the winter period,

Photogruph No 5

The retalned water in nll of these photographs derives from the snow which
actually fell on this particular ares of land and has not been supplemented by melt water
from the adjacent higher ground. It is therefore not difficult to envisage the flood which
would occur over this area In the event of a combined 1 in 200 year storm and n rapid
snow thiw on the hilly ground bordering this site on two sides,

One of the rensons for this prolonged retention of surfice water on the proposed
house building site is that throughout much of this nrea the waler table is very near the
surfnce and it is the slow release of this waler into the Mossie wetland ares which enables
the moss to act as such an effective natural flood control mechanism for the lower end of
Grantown. However as soon as any form of construetion work sueh as the proposed
house bullding and associnted drainage work is permltted in this area It will upset the
nitural balanco and provent the slow absorption and release of water [t the moss, The
drainnge report produced for Muir Homes by G & D Engineering Services staios that the
principal means of providing SUDS (sueface water dralnage) for the development, will
tako the form of “At Source” mensures such ns porous paving and other forms of
infiltration which will return the rainfall back Inio the ground at source and therefore
result In a negligible inerease In runoff The fact is that while an Infiltration drain of the
type shown on the drawings, known as a French Drain, works well under normal
conditions, the proportion of water inflltrating the sub soil decreases with the increase of
water flowing in the pipe and a0 In the event of an exceptional siorm the majority of the
walter flows along the porous pipe and out into the piped Surface Water Drainage System




nnel this, of course, is why it has been necessary to incorporata pipes of 300mni (12")
und 37%5mm (15") diameter In the dralnage system. As a tesult of the proposed system,
the natural process which has worked well for many decados, possibly centuries, will be
substituted by n serles of large bore drainage pipes which will produce serious flooding
on the Mossie, ns well as [uether downstream, Significant Nooding may well sccur during
normal extended periods of heavy rin or mpld snow melt, but in the event of a 1 in 200
yoar storm the results could be disastrous for the lower properties In the town, a number
of which already experiance occasional flonding problems.

The following three photographs of water lying in the central area of the Mossle
wetland were tnken during March of this year, severnl weeks after the heavy February
snow full had melted and ut o time whoen there had been vory little raln,

These photographs illustrate the fact that the moss aleeady rolulng a very
considerable volume of witer and would not be eapable of nbsorbing large quantities of
additional water arising from a normal extendod period of heavy rain, If this arrlved us a
result of surfhce water drainage discharging through seven pipes ranging in dismetor
from 225mm (9") to 375mm (15"), which is exsetly what ig proposed by Muir Homes'
drninage engineers,



Int the case of a 1 in 200 year occurrence the moss would be completely inundated
and far from being attenunted or stored, the surface water would simply pour into the
“Medow Hurn" which would already be swollen 1o capaeity as o result of the Flood
Defence Channel designed lo protect Phases 2, 3 and 4 of the planned housing
dﬁk‘ﬂlﬂpmﬂnlu Since the propased channel would requlre to be extended und enlarged to




accommodate the significant potential increase in the volume ol avertopplng flood water
to which page 2 refers, it is likely that in extreme conditions, the delivery of this quantity
of water would surcharge the burn te the peint of overflowing lis banks and the combined
effect of these two events would ultimately be to nccelerate the overtopping of the
Kylintra Burn which at this stage would be swollen by the run off from its huge
entchment nren In the hills to the West of Grantown, resulting in severe flooding at the
southern end of the town along with the very real possibllity that some of the oxisting
properties ndjncent 1o the moss could be inundated.

T helieve that all of these factors add up to further emphasise the unsuitability of
this aren (GS/H1) for housing development.

Yours sincerely,

Gregor 1, Mackenzie

co. SEPA



“Owl Wood"
Mosile Road,
Gruntown-on-Spey,

Moray,
PH2G 3HW,

2Bth August 2009
Miss Mary Cirlor Ct‘lif_‘pgprmﬂ National
Project Planning Officer, Pur'c A vhorlly
Cairngorms National Park Authority, 02 SEP 2000

Ciround Floor,
Albert Memaorlal Hall,
Sintlon Square, NECEIVED

Ballater,
Abordeenshire,
AB35 500,

Drear Miss, Grler,

R iS PLANNING APPLICATIO

fLOOD RISK ASSESSM
GRANTOWN.ON-SPEY

On reading through my file relating to the above planning application, 1 note that
the date on my most recent letter to yoii is incorrect. The leiter In question accompanied a
copy of my letier to SEPA dated 23" July 2009 and should of course be dated 24 July
2009 und not 2008. 1 apologise for this error snd trust that It has not caused undue
conlusion,
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Calmgorms Natlonal Park Authorlly | «ou1 wood

Planning Appleation No. @t [% 26| e Mossie Road,
Girantownson-Spey,
REPRESENTATION Moray,

PITI6 8HWY,

AcitnowLEDGED A% n o9,

24th July 2008
Miss Mary Grler
Project Planning Officer, —
Cairngorms Nationnl Park Authority, Calmgorma Nntlunﬂl
Grround Floor, Partc Authority
Albert Memaorlal Hall,
Station Square, 27 JUL 2009
Ballater,
Aberdeenshire, o i gk A
AB35 S0B, | HECEIVED M

Denr Miss. Girler,

) FLOOD RISK AS
LANTOWN-ON-SIPE

AND FLOOD RISK ASSESSMENT

| enclose for your informatlon, n copy of a letter which [ havo seatl to SEPA
expressing my concern nbout the probable effect on Grantown-on-Spey of an netual | In
200 year ood, as opposed to a theoretical one.

1 was prompled (o write the letter, by the realisation that it will be exactly 180
years ago next month, that the Great Flood of 1829 devasiated vast arens of Strathspey
aid much of the rest of North Fast Scotland, Since this was the greatest catastrophic
flood ever recorded In the UK, it is essential that a full accouni should be taken of the
possibilities for 2029,

Yours sincerel

gor 1, Mackenzle
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Mossie Road,
Cruntownvon-Spey.
Moray,

IPH26 AHW. -

23rd July 2009

Mr., Fraser Black

Scoitish Environment Protection Agency
Aberdeen Offlce,

142, Sinclair Road,

Lorry,

Aberdeen,

ALl PR,

Dear Mr. Black,
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In the course of further considering the risk of Hooding to certain existing
properties In the vielnity of the proposed develapment site, ns well ns general flooding of
the lower end of Grantown-on-Spey, 1 have again read the book by Sir Thomas Dick
Lauder entitled “The Greai Floods of August 1829 in The Province of Moray and
Adjoining Districts".

1 was prompted to refresh my memory conceming the flood, by the realisation
thist it occurred exactly 180 years ago next month and since all of the flood projectlon and
llood defence calculations relating to the Mulr proposals for Grantown-on-Spey are bused
an a theoretical | In 200 year recurrlng storm, it seemed to me that some factunl detalls
would be appropriate, Having been written by a sclentlst with o passion for natural
history, the book contains n great deal of valuable information and is the only detalled
record of the devastation caused by the 1829 Great Flood of the rivers Findhorn, Spey
and Lossie in purticular, although the eatastrophic flood affected a much wider nren,

A reconstruction of the flood of 1829, which was the most severe flood in modem
UK history, was carried out a few years ago with very Interesting results, The research
wits Undertaken by Professor Alan Werrlity of Dundee University, in conjunction with
Professor Lindsey McEwen of the University of Gloucestershire and the caleulations,
which Incorporated the use of Manning's equation, confirm the accurney of Sir Thomns
Dick Lauder*s records, Although most of his recording during the flood was carrled out
on the River Findhorn, 8ir Thomas's observations velating to the River Spey and one of
its main tributaries the Rlver Dulnain, reveal similar information regarding the state of




aven the smaller tributarles of the maln rivers. Muny of these tibuinrles which aro little
more than small hill burns during normal weather conditions, had swollen to several
times their normal slze durlng the flood, Indeed the author describes some oy becoming
nlmost as wido as the maln river channe! and flowing Into the river with such force that
the opposite bank became seriously eroded.

The SEPA hydralogists will of course be fumilise wlih this catastrophic flood and
its reconstructlon, but | belleve its significance for the Mossie and the town of Grantowns
on-Spey cannot be over stressed, In view of the serious nature of the 2002 flood of the
hospital area together with current research evidence, which indlcates the probability thut
Seotland |s moving townrds a welter and therefors more flood prone period. Assuming
the indications nre correct and the climate fs moving into an incroasingly wet phase, in
conjunction with time moving rapldly towards the critical 200 yenrs sinco the occurrence
of the grentest catastrophie Mood ever recorded in UK, it is essential for Grantown, that
the Moasie should remain undisturbed and therelsy retain its abllity to minimise the effect
of n sevlous flood arising from the Medow Burn.

§ir Thomas Lauder's record of the grent floods refers time and again to the effect
of the storm on the tributaries of the maln rivers and In this context the Medaw Bum,
which {lows through the Mossie into the Kylintra Burn; is ol particular significance ns a
patentinl source of major flooding, especially If n 1 in 200 year storm coincides with a
rapld winter snow thaw, s detailed in my letter dated 20™ Apell 2009, a copy of which
wis sont Lo SEPA.

While any one of a number of different frequencies may be used for the perlod of
recurrence of n significant flood, in Mood assessment ealculations, the frequency used in
the calculiiions for the Mulr Homes planning spplication is 1 in 200 years. Taking
nccount of the fhct that the catastrophic floods of August 1829 were the worst ever
recorded in the UK and were also subject to the most detailed and scourate recording, ns
conflirmed by Werrdity and MecEwen's reconstruction, congiderable emphasis must be
placed on the extent of these floods, when making any flood assessment for this area, as
we approach the 200™ anniversary of the disaster.

This type of calculation would normally tely on a starting point based on some
form of established record and the prajection of these figures over the chosen period (in
thig case 200 years) using stondard formulae In conjunction with figures from the periad
Immedlutely prior to the starting point. In this cnse however, It would seem that much
more emphasis would require to be placed on the information derived from the events of
1829, hecause white 1t 1v obviously unusunl to adopt n starting point of 180 years ago and
only project the figures for 20 years from the present Ume, the adoption of o more current
starting point could serlously distart the future figures and there Is certalnly no way of
forecasting, with any accuracy, what will actually happen in the year 2029,

This all serves to emphnsise the Tact that the Mossle is simply not a suiiable
bullding alte, becnuse even in this month of July, aflter two weeks of falrly persistent
heavy showers, the waler 18 very close to the surface and any development, particularly



with a dralnage system such ns that carrently proposed by Muir Homes, would upset the
natural balance of the moss and [n the event of @ major storm a8 outlined above the
results for Grantown would be catastrophio.

Yours s

co, CNPA Planning




7 Calmgorma National
James, Amanda & Thomas Mitehel Park Authority
- 18 Seafield Court, /
aimgorma National Park Authority l":rnntnw‘;ltm: ;}:::y! 28 MAR 2008
ning Application Mo, . Morny,
06 r0(cf PH26 3LE, RECEIVED
REPRESENTATION
NOWLEDGED 2% MWCJVMM 25" Mnrch 2008.
Doar Madam / Bir,
¥ ik nent “lins ~

We are compelled to wriie to you again in connection with the above matier.

This letter contalng our objections nnd concerns about Mulr Homes' revised proposals, It nlso
contning a complabnt and coneerns about the CNPA Flanning Dept with proposed
resalutions,

Muir Homes submitted their initial plans for this proposed development for public seritiny in
August 2006. Wo wrote with our objections and concerns about this matter and we received
an scknowledgoment lettor from Don MeKeo in Septamber 2006, His reply Included a
'CNPA Planning Information’ booklei,

COui complalni & thia; since recelving the acknowledgement letter from you, we hava heord
nothing ~ nothing that Is until noties of the revised proposals was recelved on March 11"
2008, (and even this notlee was from Mulr Homes' ngent,) The same applles to svery person
who submitted their objections in August 2000,

Durlng this 18 month perlod of sllence, several ‘objectors’, Inaluding ourselves, have
tolophoned the Plunning O[fice in Ballater only to be told that, *We have heard nothing since
sending oft'a large file of concems about this praposed develapment to Muir Homes® ngont”,
Mo further information was fortheoming from *officinl sources’.

In the CNPA Planning Information booklet whiel Don MoKeo sent out, w noto that the third
paragraph stites, *.,... responding responsibly to development pressires can ereale enslons
§ i r L if ¢

Ta date, ns far os tho resldents and businesses of Grantowi are concermad, there hns boon
nothing inolusive about the CNPA*s dealings with this matter. These proposals appear to bo
wrapped in a olonk af secrecy with no public consultatlon whaisoevar. The grave question
which local people nre asking is this; "The CNPA are obviously lHnising with Muir Homes,
why nren't they speaking 1o uin?" Thiy couses suspicion and anger.

The livellhood of many individuals and the gconomy of the town o8 a whole dependa on the
outcoma of this matier and these proposals are causing local residents and business people
much stress and amxlety, [ am afiald to say that your department has done noihing to stifle
this.




1t s litile wonder then that rumours ate abaunding In Grantown about n ‘whilowash® and n
idone deal’. We have also henrd mugh more serious and public aceusations about your
Planning Department, none of which creates any confidence in resldenta of The Park. In fact,
the truith {4 that there now seems ta be bitterness and indifference towards you, (Please don®t
feel the need 1o shoot us — we are just the messengers!) It really would be best, for all
concerned, il yoir would aot upon this and avold huge and very public eriticlsm.

Wo understand that cortaln aspects of your duties, such as this case, nre particularly difficult
und |n making decislons such ax these, you e never going 1o keep everyone happy.
Howover, it will mnko matiers o great deal easter and painloss I you consuli those wham
you serve. Wo are now in an age of openness, tmnsparency and accountability.

Qur proposed resoliition in this;

Other thisn the CNPA’s loeal plin, which these proposals will gazump in any aveni, thera has
boon no direct consuliation nbout this matter, The publie in Gramewn are nware of the main
aims of The Park, but we are not aware of your speclflo areas of support or concern for this
particulnr proposal, Without this knowledge, how oan wo properly address you about these
Issues? Many people aro jusi ‘stabbing In the dark’ and ropeating thelr objections na they are
fearful of the worit possible outeome,

Suraly, there can be nothing wrong with informing us that you nre thinking along certain lines
and asking us what we fesl about it. After all, we live and work in Granlown,

There Is obviously golng ta be dovelopmient of tha areas in question - there has to be ~ that |s
gecepted as it i part of Highland Couneil’s loeal plan. There is a need for housing and
especinlly that which is affordnble,

Have you eonsidored nsking a representative from Muir Homes to meet with you and o
deputation of local residentsw/businessea to lron-out many of the foressen problems? We really
beliove that it would bo better 1f everyone was working together and not fightlng apart. Floase
pive this some thought.,

Our own ohjectlons nnd eoncerns nbout this revised proposnl ave theses

Unless we speciticnlly mention otherwlse in this letter; all of our objections and concerns
relnto to the proposed development ln the field located between the town's Caravan Park nnd
Seafiol! Court / Mossio Road in CGirantown on Spey. (Phase 1),

Muir Homes submitted tligle initial plans for their proposed development in August 2006, We
aro nyware that on this occaslon many objections were mised to the CNPA concorning the
unsultable height of the proposed buildings, (i.e, 1Y% and 2 stories), and their densily, (i.e, 65
homes),

W aro aware that subsequently the CNPA produced a long report of concerns aboul this
propused development and that thls was given to Muir Homes' ngents,

Many people nre now gravely concerned that, ax o result of this CNPA report, Muir Homes
hinve now como back with revised proposala which include an increased number of proposed
2 storey homes, (now numbering 36), It does miher seem that little notice was takon of the
objections made to the initinl proposals and you aheuld be abls to see wlhiy many people feel
ihat ¢ deal may already been struek,



The proposed density of the homes on this field is still fhr greater than in adjacent Seatield
Court - this is not in keeping with the exiating built environmont.

'
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The above photograph shows the proposed Phase [ site with Caravan Park boymdery agirinst
the bmgealows of Seafleld Courd,

You will be awire that a lorge jpart of the cultural heritage of Grantown Is based on tourim
without which the town's lraglle economy will Inl,

You will also bo nware that Girantowi's greatest naset, in terms of tourism, is its Caravan
Park, This attraction s home to over 52 000 visitors p/a, is worth at least £2,15m p/i to the
local economy, employs elght people and supports at least 42 jobs in the wider community.

We would just like to remind you iliat three of the four main aims of the CNPA upon which
you will determine planning conditions are -

¢ To conserye & enhance the natural & cultural heritage of the area.

o To promote understanding & enjoyment, (Inclnding enjoyment iu the form of
Feerentlon), of the speelnl qualitics of the nrea by the publie,

¢ To promate sustalunble economie & soclnl development of the area's
communifies.

Grontown's Caravin Pack is 0 speelal place ~ that is what bylngs tourists (here. It hns o specinl
ambience and views. Holiday makers value this park becanso of its semi-rural location; they
would not patronise the site if it wis surrounded by high-rise dwellings. Invariably, they como
to this park to get away from that sort of environment, It is officially the best Caravan Park in

Scotland,

Another fourist attraction which Grantown is fortunate to have is the salmon and sea-ivout
fishings on the River Spey. Wo are aware that hundreds of visiting anglers stay on the
Caravan Park whilst In Grantown.

If Muir Homes are to be sllowed to bulld 2 storoy homes In this field, this will have a
dovastnting affect on the caravan pack nnd tourism in Grantown will become n thing of the
past, Visiting anglors, who by thelr very naturo enjoy the country, will slmply go elsewhere,
The loeal Angling Club will fail and the economy of Grantown will further collapse,

We nre aware that this aven In question ks zoned for honslng. The sym pathetlc
construction of single storey bungnlows only, may just nlloy the Carnvan Park to
survive,
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Yo will note the copy of Muir Homes* plans, fabove), and theiy intended 2 storay homes
which are shaded in red
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CUBECTON B8

Above, Is a capy of Mudr Homes ' plans which displays the velative helghts of their propesed
bulldings alongside the existing bulli environment.

You will nots that the above plang -

Are not in keeping with the existing bullt environment.
& Ruln the sami rural feel of the Caravai Park,

#  Ruin the privacy of, will impact upon and will overlook existing bungalows in
Seafield Court.




Not withstanding the hideous heighta ol the proposed Mulr Homes' buildings, you should
also understond that thelr worklng grotind level is proposed to be L5 metees above that of the
ground level in neighbouring Seafield Court,

Abave Is the existing view fian the rown s Caravan Park bonndary fooking towards pmber
13 Seqfietd Court and the Cromdale Hills, You will undevstand why nothing tller fhan a
bungalow should be buillt here.

We note that after consultation with the RSPD and Reidhaven Estate that Muir Homes plan to
mako & gesture of lmproving bird-habitat o Inverlnidnan near Carrbridge. Nowhere ln their
plans is there any suggestion of Improving or conserving fonrist-habitat, Their revised
plang are for the financirl good of themselves and nol of the towi,

We live on tho north-west edge of Seafield Court backing on to this parlicular field: As per
the plan on page 4 of this letter, you will note that Muir Homes plan to construct n 2 storey
bloek of four Mina ared n 2 storey block of three homes adjacent to the boundary with
Soafiold Court, The four bungalows In Seafleld Court which back onto this field, (Including
my own), all have conservatorles or French doors facing this field. All of our homes would be
overlooked by these bulldings nnd we strongly object to this. This would impact on our
hiomes and our privacy. In any event, the design of thess proposed bulldings Is not in relation
to thele surround ings and they are not in keoping with the existing built environment. They
are not visually compatible,

We note that Mulr Homes plan to build 3 storey blocks of flnts behind Grantown’s Hospital;
wa balieve that this is thelr proposed Phase 4. Thls would seem to be much more suitable area
to nccommodate the 2 storey hames ns there are properties of this nature not far from this area
at Castlo Road East, They would not directly overlook any existing liomes or spoil any tourlst
reluted businesses, In fiet, this could nlmost bo said to be in keoping with the existing bullt
environment providing that the 3 storey Mats do not set n precedent for Cirantown.



The hydrology reporis are plentiful and confusing. We note that mentlon s made of a L in 200
yoar {Toodting event and that this seema to be the worst conceivable lood on which safety
marging are based, We cannot seo any mantion in these reports which tkes account of the
run-off from the surrounding hills. Further, we cannot ses any mention af figures which take
nio mecount n sudden thaw of deep snow combined with heavy minfall as happened in late
January of this year when the River Spey peaked at over 7 feet above normal level, We are
prepared to 'stand corrocted” {f these issties have been denlt with but we are still concemed
about patontisl flooding riiks,

None of the problom areas of the town's infrastructure have been nddressed for this imminent
population explosion, (Le. schooling, health service provisions, eto). As the problems arise,
will this just have to be doalt with by the services concerned or will Muir TTomes make
substantinl contribution towards the good of the town?

Wo are concerned that when Muir Homes are finally allowed to build, fhat most of their
tabour and tradesmen will come from outwith The Park area. Has Muir Homes made any
promisa ta make efforts nnd employ Jocal people in this regard?

To sum up our sbjections and concerns; we are aware that there is n shortage of housing
within this nrea of the Natlonal Park, and more especinlly affordablo housing, These problems
cninot bo addressed by the sweep of n pen and a ‘nod’ to Muir Homes, Grantown hax s own
heritage; it Is nota ‘Cumbornauld’ and should be treated as such, If these current proposals
were 1o be approved, a planning mistake of this magnitude would have irreparable
consequences for the town and The National Park.

We nsk that you give this matter your utmost consideration,

Finally, we ask for the opportunity to personally address the Planning Committee about ihis
miller,

Yours fuithfully,

J, Miichell. A: Mitchall, T, Mitehell.
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1 April 2008
Flaulng Degt, | Calmgorma National Park Authority |
Ballater, Planring Apploation No. o (0% of .2
REPRESENTATION

Dear Madum / i,

ACKNOWLEOOED & APPu oY

Rei Mule Homes Proposed Development = Grantown on Spey,

Further fo my lnat letter conceening the above matter, | write to add ndditional information lo
iy objections.

It should be clear from my previous letters that T win toinlly opposed to any constructlon of
buildings of more than ene storsy tall in the fiald betwoen Geantown's Caravan Park and

Senfield Court.

1 hive already mentioned that such buildings will shatter the privacy of the Seafield Court
homes which adjoln this field.

Severnl yenrs ngo, [ sufforod o sorious back injury which hos left me less-abled, Tam now
reglstered as such and in order (o try and make life a litle easier for me, my wife and Lhad a
sun-lounge bullt. This cost i substantial amount of money spans the entire rear of our home, 1
uso this room to lie down and relax. [ nlso onrry out my physiothorapy exercises in this room.

As per Muir Homes' current plans, ocoupants of Plots numbered 51 to 54 and 61 to 68 will ba
able to look straight inte my sun=lounge. Deing a little embarrussed about my condition, 1
would no longer uge this ropm becnuse of this brench of privacy and, as a consequence of
being overlooked, will loose this amenity. (My sin-lounge / rest room below,)




[ will now inke ihis opportunity of appending snother photograph for your perusal, The below
image clearly shows the proximity of number 15 Seafield Court ta the Caravan Park. Muir
Homes intend 1o miso the level of the Intervening fiold o virtually 1.5 metres above the
jround level of this pictured home and other nearby houses in Senfiold Court,

As i consequence of raining the lovel of this field, you should be able to understand that a two
storey house wonld be almost as tall as a three storey. This 18 no place for anything other than

one storey bungalows.

g

mm-ﬁé

/]

Yours Faithfully,

1, Mitehall
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Mary Grier

From: Jimmy Mitcho! | ————
Sont: 13 June 2000 12:16

Tot Don McKaa; Mary Grier

Subjpet: Muirs « Tha Maeting
Attachmaonta: Mighlighlad Camparisan of helghls - largerdsaieg

Daar Don/ Mary,

Thank you for making an appetrance ol yestorday svaning's mealing - it was good to meel you, | hope that
you wore abie to guage ihe fealing of the publie in Grantown. (I'm not asking you Lo commanti)

| have baen asked to send you i copy of an oxhibt which was displayad at the meating, As you will a0, It is
one of Mulrs plans in cross-section with cerlaln addilions which highlight the differance in helght betwaen
Mulr's proposad houses and the Caravan Park / Seafleld Courl, | hope thal you wil find It of interest to you.

Kind rogards,

Jimmy Miichell
18 Saallald Count,

GMIWHI

Calmgorms National Park Anthority The informntion contained in this e-mail is confidential and
intencled for the exclusive use of the individual(s) or organisation specified above. Any unauthorised
dissemination or copying ol this e-mail, or mis-use or wronglul disclosure ol information contained
in it, s strictly prohibited and may be illegal, Please notify the sender by return e-madl should you
have received this e«mail in error. Virns Warning: Although this email and any attachments nre
belleved 1o be free from viruses, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that they are virus
free. No responsibility is accepted by the Cairngorms National Pavk Authority for any loss or
damage arising it any way from their receipt or opening Spam. This e-mail has been scanned for
Spam. However if you feel that this 1s Spam please forward this to mallmanager @ calmgorms.co.uk
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Jimmy Mitchell

18 Beaflald Court, REPRESENTATION
Grantown on Spoy, _ |
Maray, AcknowLeoeen 2 3 SEP 2008

Planning Appilcation Ne, O)(,5 I 220 lCF'

PH26 3LE.

21" September 2008

. lonal
Mr. D, Mcken / Miss. M. Grier, Calrngorms Nation

Planning Dept, e Authority
CNPA,

Ballater, 9.3 GEP 2008
ABAS5 608,

peceveD |

Daar Mr. MoiCen / Miss, Grior,

Muir Homes Planning Proposal / Kylintra Burn, Grantown on Spey.

| rafer to the plans by Muir Homes to bulld nearly 200 homas on wetland known as
‘The Mossla' In Grantown on Spay, In partloular, | rafer to Kylintra Burn and Madow
Burn, (spelt Madow in historical maps), which drain thla proposed construction aite /
housing estate.

The source af the Kylintra Burn Is located on Dreggie Hill, immadiately norih-west of
Grantown's Caravan Park. Aftar o serles of impassable watar-falls, the burn flows
under Dulicht Bridge. It flows near Lo the Caravan Park and adjacent to tha area of
land proposed as Phase Ona by Mulr Homes, It dissects Rhuarden Court bafore
being Joined by Medow Burn on ita way to join the River Spay,

The source of Medow Burn 18 Just north of Grantown and it is fad by the drainage of
The Mossle which It runs through, Medow burn croases and dralng the land of tho
whole of the Mulr Homes proposed slte. it runs to the north-west of Seafleld Court,
s bricged by Saalleld Avenue and joina the Kylintra Burn near to the south-wastern
end of Rhuarden Court.

The enlarged Kylintra Burn eventually joins the River Spoy south of Grantown.

It is worth pointing out that onae of Muir Homea' reports describaa Madew Burn as 'an
exiating draln that runs through the development site’. This ax/ating drain |s
homa to brown trout and, as concadad in Mulr's own Environmantal Impact
Assessment, i8 a foraging route for Otter. it la a tributary of the River Spay,



Of course, the River Spoy, and all of Its tributarlos, have been designatad a
Special Area of Conservailon (SAC), under European Law because of significant
papulations of endangered spacies, In particular, Atiantlc salmon, otter and
freshwater pearl mussal.

| have soen adull saimon In tha Kylintra Buin and | know that adult salmon have
been seon in the burn as far upsiream as tha Caravan Park, Sea trout are also
raputed to use the burn ta spawn in. Additionally, | have found dead sea-irout kells in
this witercourse, near to ita confluence with the Rivar Spay.

During the summer months, parr sized fish can be seen throughout the butn and it ja
quite apparent that the burn Is an Important ributary both for Atlantic salmen and
sea/brown (Fout. As both spacies act as a host for freshwater pearl mussals, the burm
has direct relavance to the consarvation of thia Spey SAC fenture tea.

The photograph, below, is of an unknown apecies of Lamprey spawning in tha
Kylintra Bum adjacent to the Caravan Park In May 2008. You can clearly see that the

subsiraie of this bur is deal far other spawning fish oo,

L}
||
it

Mulr homes propose that all surface water from Phase One of its intended
dovelopment ahould run directly Into Medow Burn, The water would be unhindered
and completaly untreated, except for an oconslonal silt trap.

Mulr Homes furiher proposes that all surface watar from the remainder of {his
intendad davelopment draing diractly Inte 'The Moasle’. Mulr Homes slales that thia
will provide a lovel of surface watar troatment |




Untreated, enriched and poliuted run-off water wiil do nething for the ecélogy of "The
Mossle'. Similarly, this same contaminated water will only add to the demise of at
lenst threa of the four specially protected specles far which the Spey nnd It
tributarien hava been designated an SAC. Additionally, sea-trout, a spacies
prasantly In serlous dacling, will also bo adversaly alfactad,

The nature and scale of this proposed devalopment will altor both the quantity and
quallly of water entering these watarcourses, As recognised by 8EPA, tha hydrology
of tha bolh buma would change. Increased wator-flow would alter the substrate of the
burne and damage spawning beds,

Naither Muir's ewn Consultant Ecologiet nor SNH appear {o have considerad the
Impact that these proposals will have on the ecology of these watercoursas or thelr
aquatio spacies. | belleve the Kylintra Burn to be a significant apawning burn for
salmon and sea-trout and am gravaly eoncerned that this matter has been
ovarlaoked.

Of course, damage Lo fish stocks would patentially lead to the decline of olter, and
damage to salmon / sea trout stocks would lead to the decline of freshwater pearl
mussels within the Spey, Three SAC species would be adversaly affectad by these
proposals which would ba contrary to European Leglsiation.

| submit this Information to you and ask that SNH re-appraise their orlginal impact
assesament, Unfortunalely, the quality and scope of Muir Homes' previcus ecology
work was so poor that a therough survey of both burns neads 1o ba carried oul as o
matter of urgency, followad by a sultably robust Independent assessment of the
impacts of this potentially damaging development.

Youra Sincerely,

oo, Anne Elliot, SNH, Aviemora (21/8/08)
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Jimmy Mitchall Our Raf: GNS/IDCHI/BS/SN

18 Sealiald Court

Grantown on Spay

Morayshire

PH26 3LE Date: 26 Seplembar 08

Daar Mr Mitchel

MUIR HOMES PLANNING PROPOSAL / KYLINTRA BURN, GRANTOWN ON SPEY

Thank you for your latter of 21 Septembar 2008 requesting commants from Scollish
Nawral Heritage (SNH) on the natural heritage interests for the area knewn as 'The
Moasle' In Grantown on Spey which 18 dralned by the Kylintra and Meadow Bums,

SNH notes the commenis In your delalled lelter and agreas with your assassmant of the
natural haritage interests of both the Kylintra and Medow Burns, ,

SNH response however, follows ihe roles set out in SNH and tha Cairngerm National Park
Authorities’ (CNPA) agreement, This means that SNH only advise on matters conceming
European Protecled Silas, Sites of Speclal Sclantific Intarest, Natlonal Nalure Resorves
and Europaan Protected Specles, The CNPA Natural Merilage and Land Managemant
Group will advise on landscape, wider blodiversity Interests, nccess and on Interests linked
to the National Park designation,

The River Spey and some of the major fributarles are designated a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) for Allantle Salmon, saa lampray, fresh water pearl muasels and oller,
Water of good quallty is essential for tha completion of the life cycles of all of thazsa four

specios,

The Kylintra Burn which enters the River Spay downstream of the Granlown on Spey
sownge works Is not howaver a dasignated tributary of the River Spey and Is therefore not
part of the Rivar Spay SAC.

Widar blodiversity interests which are oulwith designated sltes such as those Identifled and
described In your latter ara deall with under the terms of the casework agreament by (he
Natural Heritage and Land Management Group within the CNPA, Concems regnrding
wartar quallly should be discussed with the relovan! Environmental Proteciion Officer at

SEPA In Elgin.
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SNH has no further commenta ¢ make on the Mair Homes proposal at 'The Mossie'
Grantown on Spay.,

~ Yaours sincaraly

SUE S8COGOINS
Araa Officer
Strathspay & Nalrn
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Mary Grior w
From: Jimimy Mumﬂ_"t?almgurma Natlonal Park Authority |
Hont: 01 July 2008 1364 Planing Applation o (3 (|32 €.
To: Mary Girlar
Bubject: Mulr Homos REFPRESENTATION
Attachmants: SNH [alter 18t July 00 doo | WWM A \ﬂ \ a9,

Good altarnoon Mary

Furthar to our recait a-malls, | have wittan anolhar lettar to SNH conceming the blodiversily Isauas of the
Kylintra and Medow Burns In Grantown. | have sant this, in the post, today to thelr Operations Manager at
Achantoul, Aviemore, | hive aleo sant i copy of this, in the post, to Clare Pritchelt at SEPA in Aberdeen for

her Info.

An 1 have run out of stamps, | hopa that you will accopt o copy of this letter via this e-mall. Please find o copy
altachad

Kind regards,

Jimimy Mitehall,

Cadengorms National Pack Authority The information contnined in this e-mail is confidential nnd
intended for the exclusive use of the individual(s) or organisation specilied above, Any unnuthorised
digsemination or copying of this e-moil, or mis-use or wrongful disclosure of information contained
in it, is striotly prohibited and may be illegal. Please notify the sender by retwrn ¢-mail should you
have recelved this e-mndl in error. Vieus Warning: Although this email and sny attachments are
believed to be [ree lrom viruses, it is the responsibility of the reciplent 1o ensure that they are virus
free, No responaibility 1s necepted by the Calvigonns National Park Authority [or any loss or
darmnge arising in any way (ront theie receipt or opening Spam. This e<mnil hos been sonnned for
Spam. However i you feel that this is Spam plense forward this (o mallmonager@eairngorms.co,uk

02/0772009



Jimmy Mitcheoll
18 Seafield Court,
Grantown on Spay,
Moray,
PH26 JLE.

1" July 2000

Uparnliona Manngor,
Soeoltish Natural Harlings,
Achantoul,

Aviegmon,

PH22 1QD.

Canr Madam / S

Advica for the planntng authority - Houslng Seafluld Avenus, Qrantown on Spey

| rafar to the on-galng application by Mulr Homes to build houses on The Mossle I Qrantown
on Spey, Over the lngl year of so, sevaral mambers of the local comminity have ralsad
concerns aboul the quality of advica given 1o the planning authority. Fer example -

8 Numarous letiers from ma including those to SNH and CNPA on 21/V08 & 30/908
with concerns aboul the Kylintra & Madow Bums, (Spelt Medow).

8 Numaerows letlers from Gregor Mackenzle including one fo SEPA on 200400 - SEPA
frave asked the applicanis o dew with 8 number of valld !Ffm{.-ﬁ'.'p' nires ralsed by Mr
Mackonzio,

& Numerous lotters and publications from Dr, G, Jones front the BSCG datailing
bivdiversily lssuos snd discoveries.

In summary, the eavironmental infermation provided by ho npplicant hns baen poor,
Inadequate and not suited 1o the local features of the site. For example, non-comprahansive
rushed sutveys for varous spacios, sn inadeguato llood risk nsseasment and suvey repoits
far pina marting (which o not axlet; mariing oo birds not mamimals). Interestingly, ihe
applicant’s own consultant found evidenca of foraging Ottar during their one-day survay.

Howaver, onn area above all otherm has given local realdents cousa for concem,

Specillcally no anvironmaental impact assessment of appropriote assessmont on the impact of
the developmont on the foatures of the River Spey Spaclal Aroa of Conservallon nppears (o
hinve Wkan place,

Tho reason for this concam Iv thal SERA stilt objects Lo this developmant for a range of
raasong including the uncartainly of It impact on water quality snd quantity In their planning
consultation response (1911 1/08), | am not a hydiologiat, but when sucoessive roports and
lottars highlight the likely/pessible sipnificant ehingos In water quality snd water quantity
anlaring the Modow Burn and Kylintra Bum (which flows straight inte the River Spey), | fesl
the Impact and magnitude of these polentinl changes nead proper consideration, aapecially
a9 the applicant destribes 1he Madow Bum as ‘an existing dealn'. Based on tha publighed
ocological Information, the apglicant has not carried out any detailed fish suvey work, so such
an assassmont eannoet have aken placo,



In my pravious correspondanca, | highlighted e importance of the Kylintra Burm for salimon,
S0, i lioul, (a4 hosta for freshwater peal mussels) and lampreys, SNIH agiead and
accoplod this assessmont of the nalure conaaivation Impartance of the Kylintra Rum (Sue
Scoggine, 25/00/08 SNH laller), Thase fleh come trom and reluim (o the River Spay, 80 aro
dofinitaly componants of the River Spoy BAC, However, contra 1o SNH normal advice on
Matura matters, Sue Sooggins of BNH argues thal because the Kylintr Bura itsell i not one
of the SAC designated tibutarios, the fealiies of the SAC in the Kylintm burrn form “widar
blodiversity Interests” and sre therelom concoms of the GNPA and SEPA (for watar quality).

In all recant similar cosewark which | am aware of, polential impacts on Nolura features off
doslgnated sltes sl have 1o be considarsd. For sxample, wind-farm acological impact
aasonsmonts hayve 1o conaldar iImpacis on adjpcant SPA bird features. | am pot qualifiod o
asses I the proposad housing at Seaflald Avanua will or will not Impact on sea/brown trau,
lnmprays or salman {and indirecily freshwater poarl mussala). Howaever, 1 sl have 2
quastions and da not undarstand why they have not boeen nddissed 0 o tansparent mattor

to help Inform the planning process -

1. Why are the fish using the Kylinirm Burn, which ace patenily from the Spoy BAC, not
considerad faaturas of the Spey SAC and tharefora why has an appropriate
assesamont lito the potential iImpocts not been conductod under the Habitats
Dlrective/Hegulilions?

2. | am concemad that SNH, by declaring the Spey SAG fish in 1he Kyllntra Bur as
“widar bladivorsity lssuas”, has passad the buck to tha CNPA and SEPA, and In so
doing, has compromised thelr position as compalant nuthorities, Do SN pravide a
diffarent sort of Natura advice when conaldaring birds from SFPAs llying Into non-SPA
wind-fisrm planning areas and lgh rem an SAC antering non SAC tributarios?

Itappears to me that the polential impact of ha propased Houslng o Saaflield Avenue on the
foaturas of the River Spay SAC has nal yel been properly conaidersd and ihal any planning
datermination made without such considarmtion laking place woulkl be open lo legal challenge

with the Europonn Commisalon.

Yaurs Fafthfully,

Jimmy Mitchell
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The Mulr Homes proposal to build 235 houses on u sife in Grantown on Spey

I wish to lodge a more detailed objection to this proposal, [ sent an initial letter of
ohjection some time ago, 1 apologise for forgetting the date,

The Intest Cairgorms National Park Deposit Local Plan containg many safoguards to
prevent unsuitable or inappropriate developments within the Park. It is likely - but
unconfirmed - that the Mulr Homes development will not be subject to the restriciions

to be imposed by the latest plan but be considered under the terms of the - now outdaled-
1997 development plan, This is unfortunate and could result in an unacceptable
development that does not conform 1o the latest saleguards and standards. It is an
anomaly convenient for the developer that will have long tenn elfects on the nature,
economy and amblance of Grantown on Spey and prove embarrassing for the Cairngorm
National Park Authority whose offices are in the town.

My primary objection is to the number (density) of housing. You will be aware that it Is
common practice for developers ta apply for at least double the number of houses 1o be
built on a site, This procedure {s caleulated to realise an acceptable profit margin yet
allow negotiations to reflect advantageously on the developer. In this case even a 50%
reduction n numbers would overlond existing infrastructiie, [ estimate thai, {n ity
present form, the plan will increase the population of Grantown by some 25 to 30
percent. Even allowing for development over § years, this ligure is unsupportable in
terms of power supply, local services, water supply, medical factlities, sewerage,
drainnge, education and social services, A rough estimate of housing density used (with
the exception of Aviemore) in previous developments n this area 18 10 houses per acre.
Using this rule of thumb the area designated as GS/H1 would contain 40 houses and
GS/H2 13 houses, 197 fewer than planned.

My specific objections are as follows;

1. Graniown on Spey Caravan Site

Tourism {8 a major, if not ihe major, source of income in Badenoch and Strathspey.
In recent years the caravan site has been much improved and 18 atleacting many

more lourists than hitherto, The proposed Muir Homes development will have a
severely deleterious effect on the site. Al present it 18 soparated from the town by

an area of rough grazing land which serves to enhaice its attraction 10 touriste In that,
nlthough atill a short walk to shops, restaurants and other facilities, it provides a quiet
rural ambiance much appreciated by visitors,

Muir Homes development will destroy this mmblance. Effectively, it wall give the
improession of being in the middle of a housing scheme, which of course I nearly Is,
Houses up to two stories high will be only a few yards away. Nolse, light



contamination and teaffic will combine to destroy its altractiveness, Additionally, for a
period of years, it will be part of 4 building site with the attendant dust, nolse and mud
generated by building and an endless strenm of heavy lorry traffic delivering materinls
to the site.

No tourist would willingly stay more than one night in such an environment and the
word will soon spread. 1 believe that the site will be nbandoned by tourists nnd be used
only as temporary accommodation for temporary workers, While I recognise that the
site has been zoned for housing for some years, the size, density and inapproprintencss
of the Mulr plan will serve to destroy this valuable nsset which provides the town with
considerable income throughout the year, Muir Homes should review its plans in
order to minimise or, nt best, remove the offect of its development on the caravan site,

CNPA and the developers appear 1o have missed the faet that Grant House 14 fo be
replaced and enlarged by a new 30-bed care home and nssociated facilities. While
Grant House should be secure ng it stands on land dedicated to socinl work use, it will
effectively increase the density of construction in that area and add to the demands on
infrastructure much of which is alrendy under pressure. The likely increase in numbers
of older people will stretoh the capacity of both the care home and the iospital but
they cannot be viewed in {solation, the effect is cumulntive. (the CNP Deposit Plan also
misses this point.) Both CNPA nnd the developer should note that Highland Couneil 18
committed to delivering n considernble number of sheltered housing units. The area
around Grant House will be the preferred, if not the only, site in Grantown for this
gssenlinl project, Agnin, the projected incrense in housing in smaller communities
outwith Grantown (but dependent on Grantown-based fagilities) will overwhelm
gurrent capacity in terms of gerintrio services and both care in the heme and home care.
This is particularly so in the case of the Tan Charles Hospital which is very closely
invested by the boundaries of the Muir Development. There will be an increase in
demand for medical, dental and ussoeinted services and faoilities but there appears (o
be no space remaining for expansion, Even provision of increased parking space
appenrs 1o have been overlooked, The 1997 Local Plan states at paragraph 3.3.9 that
land adjoining the hospital (and Grant House) is to be safeguarded from deyvelopment
for amenity purposes and to retain scope for expansion, Expansion is already underway
with the construction of a demtal facility, currently delayed by extended discussion on
the whether the roof should be flat or pitched. Let us hope that the Muir Homes
development is subject io such detailed examination.
The pressure exerted on educational facilities depends on age profile of the buyers but,
at the time of writing, the primary school is operating at capacity and the grammar
school relies on a number of portacabing to augment its permanent ¢lnssrooms nnd
facilities. Grantown Grammar School draws pupils from Carrbridge, Nethybridge,
Boat of Garten, Cromdale and Dulnain Bridge, all programmed for expansion,

b



3. Density of Housing,

Muir Homes are requesting 228 houses and 7 serviced plots, The Deposit Plan states
that the combined capacity of identified nreas is 250 houses. This

density of housing is unncceptable given the yseable aren of the site. As you will know,
it is common for dovelopers to request many more units than are actunlly required.
This procedure benefits the developer in two ways, Firstly, having decided on a
number that will muke an acceptable profit it gives them a negotiation and bargaining
advantage and, secondly, it enhances their image when they appear o acquiesce (o
local resistance. 1 suspect developers may be employing such tactics in Grantown,
und elsewhore,
The proposed number of houses will inerease the population of Grantown by some
25% 10 30%, o figure which is quite unsupportable given current inftastructure. WS is
to earry out a 3.3 million upgrade of the Newtonmore effTuent system. Grantown's
system is opersting at maximum capacity and is seheduled for upgrade but no date for
completion is available, The Newtonmore system will take 18 months to come on line
and will increase capacity to nccept another 120 houses which 18 100 fewer than

- planned expansion in Newtonmore, Grantown {8 to have 235.

Funderstand that a new, larger dinmeter effluent pipe may be required and tliis may
involye frans-village connection,

Another aspect is quality and appropriatencss of design. The 1997 Plan notes that
developments in Aviemore pre not appropriate to the leeality or the ambiance of

n highland village. Nothing much seems lo have improved fn Aviemore,. If anything,
the architectural quality appenrs to have deterloraied further and -from what 13
indicated on the Muir plans for Grantown- It will be another falled attempt

to imitate a form of the vernacular and a density of housing mors appropriate in an
urban setting, Fven the 1997 plan contains a number of references to sensitivity and
quality of design. The design of the proposed housing I8 not appropriate in a highland
setting, particularly so in Grantown on Spey. The Deposit Plan states that Grantown's
surrounding areas are of high landscape and environmental value and new
developments should not compromise these speeial qualities. In terms of number and
design the Muir plan compromises both,

It is not elear why such emphasis should be given i bullding so much open market
housing. Priority must be given to providing affordable housing for loeal people to
enable them to continue to live and work in thelr own avea. This need has been
identified as a top priority for many years and is now reaching a critical alage. The
percentage of affordable housing must be increased, the percentage of open market
housing reduced and very carefully monitored to ensure that current infrastructure is
not overwhelmed and that the principles and aims of the Park are maintained,

CNPA is about to be exposed to the oxtreme pressure of speculative development, 1
hope it can withstand (t. The Deposit Plan indicates otherwise.

3.



4. Traffig,

One can nssume that every house will have at least one car and 4 conservative

total would be 300 cars, This number will have a significant impact on traffie

in Seafield Avenue nnd require trafTic lights at the junction with the Square

which is already o significant choke point, During mormings, linch tmes and mid
afternoon o erossing patrol operates hero to safeguard school children attending the
primary nnd secondary schools, Traffie leaving Seafield Avenue is often delayed by
vehicles parked in the ITigh Street and vory slose to the junction. Although there are
double yellow lines at this point they are commonly ignoted or used by disabled people
going to the bank or post office or lorries and vans making deliveries, Drivers leaving

Seafield Avenuo are unable to see noriibound traffic until well into the rond. Parking in
the High Street is difficult and double parking is endemie,

The problem at the other proposed access road at Casile Road East is one of restricted
visbility, Northbound traffic s not seen until very close, A crossing patrol would

have to be maintained to saleguard children from the development going to primary
an gecondary schools,

Generally, parking (s a problem. There is a large parking space behind the Town House
but, during holiday periods, it is usually full of tour busses, There are two smaller
parking arcas within the town but they are normally Lull. The traffie consus in the Muir
Homes Plan does not reflect accurately the likely impact of another 235 cars, This
figure is a conservative estimate As (he town will become a dormitory area for
Inverness most households will keep two cars, one for the commuter and one for local
use as public transport is underdeveloped and unaltractive. A more realistie estimate
would be 300 vehicles, Aviemore has severe parking problema already and there nre
no obvioua golutions. This is a problem throughout Badenoch and Strathspey where
imost of the towns and villages are linear and unsuitable for provision of centralised
large parking areas, Plans for other housing developments in nearby villnges whose
inhabitants routinely drive inte Grantown for business and shopping will exscerbate
the position to an unacceptable degree,

5. Natural Enylronment,
[ am no naturalist but when I moved into Seafield Court some 35 years ago there

seemed to be a greater concentradion of wild animals and birds than now, It was
common ta hear snipe “drumming” in the area selected for Muir homes. Snipe
seemed to desert the area aboul 6 years ago bul in the lasi two years [ have heard them
again in the same locality. Cuckoos and at leasi iwe types of owl are common. The
cuckoos appear 1o [requent the woods behind the caravan site but the owls hunt all
round Seafield Court, the caravan site and over the proposed bullding site. [ have,

on ut least 3 occasions, had to brike hard to avoid a capercallzie crossing the Forres
Rond, the nearest being about 600 metres north of the 30 mph sign. The last sighting
was nbout 2 years ago and about a mile north of the old ruilway bridge. [ say this not o

A,



conform te the ramour thint such sightings sterilise any development within 10 miles
but purely of the thrlll of seeing one at all. Based on my one other sighting of n male,
many years ago near Loch Morlich, I would say that these birds were either females or
immature males.

There is o large “hole” in the centre of thc proposed development (OS1 on the Deposit
Plan) that is designated ns “amenity aren”, Its size and shape leads me to suspect that it
was found unsuitable as building land. It could be to protect the area for some
ndmirable conservation renson but this is unlikely as it is almost surrounded by houses
nnd would be unlikely to conserve all lnt plants or insects and these would be destroyed
by human traffic, It could be required as n water “sink™ to permit n gradunl relense of
water into the natural drginage channels « a pond forms in the area during winter but -
whatever the reasons it greatly reduces the pren nvailable for development and increnses
density in the remaining area,

6. Restriction of View,

When Seafield Court was built some 35 years ngo the planning restrictions of the day
limited the haight of houses to ground floors only, Second storeys and even higher
pitched roofs (that could allow conversion to loft rooms) were also banned, These
restrictions appear to npply no longer. Many of the proposed houses are muoh aller
than before, particularly some houses to the south and enst that will restrict views of the
hills to the west and north, in some coses overlooking existing homes, This is
particularly so 1ii the south- east comer of the site where the ground is highest,

7. The Deposit Plan,
The Deposit Plan does not address some of the major problems associnted with its
main aim which appears to be a huge increase in housing, Even the housing proposal
is flawed as It does not allocate n satisfactory percentage to affordable homes, One
could be excused for thinking that o prime responsibility of CNPA would be to prevent
the Park [rom becoming a grosaly overpopulated refugee camp for retirees, speculative
buyers and second home owners, This is not n nimby-driven atatement, my own reason
for settling in the area was job-related, a renson now in short supply nnd likely to
become mord so if local people are not provided with n means to remain and work in
the area. I believe CNPA did propose adopting mensures to limit development but
were, probably, hotst with their own petard ns the big contraetors would have been
alerted to a once-in-lifetime opportunity 1o make substantial profits, By submitting
plans ng soon s 1t was rumoured that u national park would ba established they pre-
empled the inevitable restrictions that a Deposit plan would introduce ,

Siich a procedure Is unaceeptable ns n bosis for protecting the intrinsic values of a park
and, if not restricted by arbitrary controls rigorously applied, will, in the long term,
diminish if nol destroy the envronment that CNPA s required to perpetuate,

A fundamental question not addressed in the Deposit Local Plan is who will pay for

the massive cost of the infrastructure? CNPA is effectively introduging fnxation without

&



representation, Highland and other councils’ tax payers will be delighted to see their
Council Tax soar courtesy of a quango with minimal Regional representation, This iy
a inatter that must be referred to central government.

Youns sincerely,

12, Scobbie

22 Seafield Court
Girantown on Spey
PH26 3LE

02.10,07

CC: Highland Couneil

Area Plunning and Building Control Office
Kingussie

0.
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Mary Grler

From:  Plip Mackle on behualf of Planning
Sont: 07 April 20008 00:24

To: Mary Grier

Bubject: FW: Mulr

A I T —

From: ELAINE SCOBBIL (s

Sent: 04 Aprll 2000 20:00
To: Planning
Subject: Mulr

FOR MARY GRIER

Miary, you won't believe this - as 1 pressed send on my Tnst H to you I got an E revising the Lligures.
Please change the 52K to just "thousands” je: deleto the 52K,

Abject apologies, 1 wont send you another communication, honest

Regards,

Don Scobbie

Cairngorms National Park Authority The information contadned in this e<smail is confidential and
Intended for the exclusive use of the individunl(s) or organisation specified above, Any unauthorised
dissemination or copying of this e-mail, or mis-use or wrongful disclosure of information contained
fin it, i strictly prohibited and may be illegal. Please notify the sender by veturn e-mail should you
have received this e-mall In error, Vieus Warning; Although this email and any attachiments are
believed to be [ree from viruses, {tis the responsibllity of the recipient to ensure that they are virus
free, No responsibility is nocepted by the Caiengorms National Park Authority for any loss or
damage arising in any way from thelr receipt or opening Spam, This e-mail has been scanied for
Spam. However if you feel that this is Spam please forward this o mallmanager@cairngonms.co.uk

07/04/2008




Mr. and Mrs 1), Scobble
22 Sewtield-Court
Grantown on Spey

PH26 3LE
Galar?g?(rmut;ﬁgnm N | |
2§ MAR 2008 aimgorms Natlonal Park Authorlty !
Pisaning Applcatica Mo 0y |22 oo P
Dear Mitiiime RECENED REPRESENTATION
- [; oot Gt Sy o 2% Mo of

We have always nocepted that the area known locally as “The Mossie™ would be built on
s the town evalved. We have no-objections to-a housing'development i thisarea, There
is an urgent need for affordable housing within the Badenoch and Strathspey and it is
inavitable that the population will increase, We are, however, appalled ot the proposed
Muir Home plan and have already written to Cairngorm National Park Authority (CNPA)
expressing ow concerng about the nature of the development and CNPA™s part in it, We
nnticipated gradual and sympathetic development within the Park area but it appears that
Muir Homes hag the single nim of building the maximum number of houses in the
minimum possible nruu.itnmru does not appear 1o be any independent examination of
existing infrastructure, the supply of utilities, and the deleterious effect on one of the
town's most successful commercinl enterprises and major tourist attraction (Grantown
Caravan Park) or the Likely impact of a 25% increase in populution within a short period

As Muir Homes has been advertising the houses [or some time one can only assume the
development will start, as scheduled, in June. It seems that further objections and
consultation are now meaningless and that CNPA is merely conoluding a consultation
ritual. After all, would CNPA really have us beliove that eight wecks hefore construction
starts the CNPA Board would dare to tell Muir Homes to delay the build up of materialg,
workers, transport and equipment required for the Grantown job?

‘This scepticism does not diminish our intention to clarify our reservations. These nre as
follows:

[. Density of Housing
‘Mutir Mlomes hareduced the numberof units fram 235 10193 but the dengity of ‘units
remping al an unncceptable level. 1 am advised that density of persons accominodated
has increased, There are now over 650 bedrooms giving n potential for over 1000 people.
A rule of thumb for estimating density m this area « {gnoring the Aviemore disaster « s 10
‘houses per sere. TTis would mean 40 units in the area designated G8/H1 on the Deposit
Plan nnd 13 in G8/H2.

A further reduction of some 90 units would probably bring density to an acceptable level



pd, if staged over three or four yoars, might allow the construetion of the support
irfrastriioture required to abserh ndditienal-demand. Muir Momes have increased
capacity by introducing two and three storeys, that aspeot is addressed below.

I am not alone in condemning the number of dwellings, Indeed ane of CNPA's
employees has described the development a3 "a hell of a tot of houses erammed fivto a
tight space, someone is rilibing their hands in glee at the possibility of making a lot of
money [rom rubbit hutches™. | could not have put {t more suceinetly..

2. Bdugation

‘Grantown Secondary School is now within two-or-three puptls of the maximum fmmber
nllowed. Doubtless the problem will be overcome by the addition of a few o more
portakabing « and n couple of tenchers of course. [ understand however that school roles
have not inoreased significantly following vompletion of new housing developments
further south in (he Steath. Thi indicates the Tikely nge range of buyers which in turn
indicates that we can anticipate the same reasons for house purchase, hopetully mitigaied
on this ocension by a limited percentage of affordable housing,

3. Dralnage pnd Efftuent,

Note: We have studied plang for Phase! only.

Scoltish Water (SW) intends to increase capacity at Grantown water treatment works
anfficlent to-abssrbnnother 200 = 250 houses. Incrensed-capacity should be avatieble by
eurly 2009 to coineide wilh Muir Homes coming on line, This is admirable because the
unit has been operating over enpacity for some time, SW should ba congratulated on
forward planning. We must opo that, unlike the Newtonmore upgrade, capaeity proves
sulficient 1o cater for eurrent und Tuture demmnd, The Gramtown upgrade will of course
set a limit to further house building In the town. Building in hand plus Muir Homes

plus alimination of the current under-capacity should see a pause in construction until
SW slarts another upgrade,

Dratnage has always been a concern among residents in the Seafield Court / Mossie Road
arons. In the original 235 unit plan it was atated that 44 domestic units would drain by
gravity, 191 units would have to be pumped, A sirvey carried out in Jung 07 by Moughel
Parkman-on-behat-of Svottish Wter 1ses some interestingpoints,

The number of units in Phase [(n) is stated o 44 and in 1(b) as 21 giving o total of 65,

A sompany called Mouchel Parkman carried out a Development Impact Assessment,
they wsed 65 units in Phase 1, it is now 75, They nofe in their conclusions that the
nsxessnnt wis i dedk top Study only, using u Type T (Skeldtil) model and ignoring
consttuction constraints such as ground conditions, levels, service clashes, available
space and “land”. They emphasize that the level data used in the Type 1 modelling
represented 5.5% of the lolal model, the remnining data being inferred or taken from
geographical data supplied by Scottish Water, Pinally, they recommend that, should the
project move o fruition, another survey would be advisable, this time using the best ool
now available= a Type 3 Detalled Design Model.

Tooveromen porooived problom shiey recommonded the installation-of 96 metres-of 750
millimetre dinmeter pipe to act ns a tempornry reservoir when the system is overloaded,
In the absence of documentation on a second study and the nppearance of a 96 meter pipe




the niew plans it {8 presumed that the Inttial, limited, study forms the bagis on which
afficinl npproval for-a-drainrge connection was issued.
The detailed drainage plan shows a repositioned foul water pumping station with
drainage eventually joining the present Seafield Avenue sewer (225mm) that draing the
earavan site. Unforfunately this sewer crosses Seafield Avenue at the entraiice to Seafield
Court, an tren notorious Tor flooding
We are not hydrogeologists but something seems not quite right with the drainage plans

4. Carbon Footprind,

‘Can ONPA or Mutr Homes provide any informution -on the lkely percentage tncrease in
Grantown's carbon footprint provided by ihe proposed addition of 193 houses, cars,
consumption of utilities and provision of additional Infrastructure? Has CNPA carried
vul any tests or studies (o establish a "bonehmark” from which to determine the fimpact of
{he Muir Homes development, or «for that mutter- any ofher development within the
Park? Tt would be intereating to leamn if any study has been made to determing how
CNPA, or Muir homes, will approach carbon offsset or neutrality.

5. Precedents

The latest plan includes o large number of two storey houses and a three storey building,
This sets a planning precedent in this area of Grantown on Spey and is unacceptable both
wisunHy and-acsthotically. The highest-point in the Phase 1-development-is i the
southeast bordering on and averlooking Seafiold Court, Two two-storey semi-detached
blocks of flats nre planned in this area but the high ground on which some of them will
be built effectively converts them to three storeys. This too {s wnacceptable in o riral
softing, There appoars to'be a concentration of two-storey units bordering the Caravan
nnd Camping area. Thia is unfortunate in that it diminishes the attraction of the patk.
Whao would willingly choose to holiday next to n housing scheme either during the years
of construction or when closely invested and overlooked by two-storey buildings with the
altendant noise and restrioted view,

6, Tralfio Malters

Hyen-assuming that-eaoh-household-has only-one onr, the developmentadds 193 cars-to
Grantown’s nlrendy well developed parking problem. Should Grantown become n
dormitory subub for Inverness & more realistic total would probably be 250,

The crossronds ai the southern end of the Square is a natural choke potat and whatever is
iritended for traffie coritral wt that juncrion will be hampored by roufine deliveries made
to the Cooperative store, by service delivery velileles and by the main crossing for pupils
going to and from the primary school, The Seafield Avenue/ High Street junction is a
tight Y degree corer and is the main route inken by car/caravan combinations and
inobile homes going to and from the caravan park. 1t will be diffieult, if not impossible,
to negotiate when eastbound traffic from Seafield Avenue s waiting to enter the main
street. It may well be that a one way system will have to be introduced.

At dhenorthorn-ond of the down 45.a dong-sweoping bond on-the-A939, Vikibility is limited
ih both directions, Care has to be taken when leaving Grant House, the lan Chatles



[Hospital and medical/déntal unit. Traffio also joins the main rond from the east (BY102)
-and from Grantewn' Secondary School; again-care mustbe taken when enfering the main
road, The main entrance/exit road for Phases 2 and 3 (118 vehicles min) will be
positioned on the western side of this short steeteh of road. To eater for any children
poing to and {rom the secondary school a crossing will be required,

Hifectively, poor traffie planning will ereste a high rigk area at the northern end of the
iown nnd i choke point in the centre, The nocth/south route through the town is used by
many heavy goods vehicles, tour busses and medium/Aight commercial vehicles, A
roundubout would ameliorate the situation bul slow traffic elearance,

Plans for Marther housing developments in nearby villages, such as Cromdale, Dulnaln
Bridge, Nethybridge and Boat of Oarten, whose inhnbitanis routinely drive into Grantawn
for business and shopping will also increase congestion.

7. Public Service Sugtalnability,

On 7" March Highland Couneil issued a report on delivering new care homes, a major
andt hard won priority in Tighland Regioi. This report conceritrated on slte consultations
and included a seotion on Grant House, At sub-paragraph 3.6.1 it refers to the potential
for joint working with Mulr Homes to develop some (sheltered) housing for the elderly
adjncent 1o the site of both the existing und new, extended Grant House Care Home, Such
a development would benefit significantly from being co-located to the serviges provided
by the new Grant House and elose proximity to the Tan Charles Hospital, Medicnl and
Dental centee, The Muir Homes development |5 so dense that il removes any possibility
of pravision of shohered housing, the future-expansion-of Grant Howse-and of the lan
Chnrles Hospital, Tt does, however, provide an increase af some 25% in potential users of
these essential public services,

This is a planning policy somowhat akin {o that used for the provision of liteboats on the
Titanio.

Yot ngain, we wish 1o lodge an objection to the Mulr Homes development as presented in
its latest form. Weo consider It 1o be:

t  of'too high a density, ILappears to be an exerclsg in extracting the highest retum from

placing a8 many units as pogaible in an area in which they will be innppropriate, The

Muir Homoes development romains unacoopiable anless numbors-are reduced by-n

half and the percentage of atfordable housing (nereased,

overstretching current infrastructure, to the town’s long term disadvantage.

unlikely to fulfil the stated alms of GNPA.

AE T (o Wi BRI o Comimherdiil eriprise,

obstructing future expansion of & care home, co-located sheltered housing and

expansion of ¢ medical and dental centre,

¥ an unncceptable increase in tral¥ic in an idenlified congestion area and al a road
junction with an inbuilt high risk potentinl.

¢ most unfortunate that Grantown will be the sife of what is probably the last major
tlevelopment built under the outdated 1997 Badenoch and Steathspey local plan and.




before the modern nnd much mare demanding standards in CNPA's Local Deposit
‘Plan-come tivto farce. H s fromic thai the first magor-development in the “home™of
CNPA will be built without benefit from the document setting out its own aims,
standards and aspimtions.

Yours sincerely,

ILE, Seohbie

Mary Grier
CNPA
Albert Memorial Hall
Siation Square
Ballater
Aberdeenshire
AB35 508

Copies to;

M. Pergus Ewing MSP

Mr. Danny Alexander MI?

Mr. 1 Jardine Chief Executtve, Scottish Naturl Heritage,
Councillor Sandy Park, Convenor, Highland Counetl.
Councillor Joh Finnie, Highland Council

Councillor I. Douglas, Highland Council,



D, MoKee 13, Scobbie
Head of Planning and Development Control 22 Seafield Court
CNPA Chrantown on Spey
Calmgorms Natlonal PH287LE
Park Authorlly 14.06.08
2.ev JUN 2008
Denr Mr, McKee, ' HECENEU

Thank you for sending me a standard aeknowledgement to my letter of 16 June,

My question does not refer specifically 1o the proposed Muir Homes development; it
npplies to any potentinl developer, It so happens that Mufr Homes is the current
npplicent. The safeguarding of Grant House ancl lan Charles Hospital (Paragraph 339 of
the 1997 Plan) has been in existence for some eleven years. It should, or must, have been
considered when the doveloper's plans first arrived and 1t was obvious that little or no
Innd was nllocated for future expansion,

1 wish to ask again; what safeguards nre in place to protect these fwo institutions from
eneronchment and permit future expansion?

Would you plense note that the amended Deposit Local Plan dated June 2008 for
Grantown on Spey shows the site of the new Grant House Care Home reserved ns
“Environment”,

& sincerely,

. noobbie

CC: TFergus Ewing MSP
Danny Alexander MP
1. Green CNPA,
8. Park, Convener, Highland Council
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Calmgomms Natlonal Park  Authority -
| planning Application No. .;Jﬂ,‘l yeofef 1. Scobble 5_;,3 2
. 22 Seafield Court ' 5
REPﬂEﬁEmﬁ\ﬂUN Grantown on Spey )
‘ PH26 LK T
aciowuinaen Vo[ b[OY — 13.06.08 G
k-
Dear Mary Grier, O

[t was very nice to meet you at lagt night's public meeting in Grantown, Tt in always™
pleasant to be able to meel a person hitherto only a volee or a signature,

I ain gure you noted the references to paragraph 339 of the 1997 Highland

Couneil Plan which appears o protect Grant House and the Tan Charles Hogpital

from unwanted development and to safeguard the acljoining land for the future expansion
of both these institutions,

No matter what the final interprotation of “adjoining" is, the pertinent phrase is “und to
retafn scope for expansion of facilities should the need arise™, Clearly the proposed Muir
Homes development plan encroaches on the hospital and care home areas and leaves no
seope for expansion, Admitiedly, in the ease of the care home, discussions on final
design and functions are ongoing but ft would be at least prudent ~if not essential -to
guard against unwarrnted nnd irreversible intrusions by a developer until plana are
completed. Hven then, will the “scope for expansion” ¢lause stand? I note that it does not
appenr in the revised CNPA Deposit Local Plan,

Aa the leading Muir Homes representative stated last night, ho had not read the 1997 plan

s0 he would not have been aware of the safeguards protecting the hospital and care home,

While that says much for Muir Homes, it is clear that CNPA knows of paragraph 339, If
0, what safeguards are being established to protect both Institutions and has any action
been taken to advise the developer of a pending reduction in the number of houses
currently invesiing both areas?

I'tm sure that you obtained a ¢lear indication of the opinion of Grantown’s residents lnst
night. I hope the Muir Homes representatives did likewise,

Yours sincerely,

Attachment: Extract of Parngraph 339; 1997 Highland Council Plan,
Coples: Mr, Fergus Ewing MSP; Mr, Danny Alexander MP: Mr, 13, Green CNPA:
Councillor Sendy Park, Convenor, Highland Council

{6 JUN Za8
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-7 APR . 30 HHigh Strect,
Gorantawn on Spey,
HI—,‘,GFEEE— Moray,
P PH26 AHR

A" April, 2008

Gaimgorma Natlonal Park Authority

Calrngorms Natlonal Park Authority, | Pising Apploation Now - G [ 2200/ 0.6
Monntng Department,

Albert Memaorinl Hall, REPHE$EM'|}QTIUN

Stution Bquare, - :
HAIl,lI,A'I?LIL ACKNOWLEDGED 7 APRIL © .4
ARAS SOH

Dear Sirs,

Planning Application = Muir Homes

Land Between Seafield Avenue nnd Castle Rond Enst
Gruntown on Spey

Ref.No, 06/320CP

I have recently viewed the amended proposals for the above and am appalled,

Muir Homes obviously know very little about n planned Highland Town il they think
that the house designs and the density levels they are proposing me in any way
sultnble.

In particular the 73 properties envisuged between Seafield Court and the Caravan Park
will still swamp that area, The Caravan Pack, o winner of many prestiglous awards and
a very successtul tourist attraction for the town, will lose all of its unique nmenity,

Muir Homes will be bringing nothing to our beautiful town except a ghetto. Surely it is
not the remil of the Park to encourage this,

Youry fhithfully,

Miss. Margaret A. Campbell



Calmgurm; National
Park Authority
18 APR 2000 31 High Street,
Griantown on Spey,
Moray,
RECEIVED ) PH26 311

17" April, 2008

Calrngorms Nationnl Park Auihority,

Planning Department, e s
Albert Memorlal Hall, REPRESENTATION

Station Square, " :
BALLATER, ACKNOWLEDGED 23  AliL OF |

Calmgoms National Park Authority |
Planning Application No. ﬂéfﬁlﬂfﬂf

ARIS 5QB

Dear Sirs,

Plunning Appleation — Muly Homes

Land Between Seafleld Avenue nnd Crstle Rond Fost
Grantown on Spey

Ref.No. 06/320CTF

The recent nlterntions to our historic High Street in Grantown on Spey has prompled
me to wrile again regarding the above

At the comer of Seafleld Avenue, The Square and High Street a sot of pedestrian
crossing lights has been installed and the puvement widened in u large curve on both
sides. This junction will undoubtedly become a bottleneck,

The following traffie patterns all take place ot this junction:-

1,
2,
3

4,

Traffic from the north, south and east deiving into Seafield Avenue and then
turning immediately right to nccess the front of the Co-op Supermarket

Traffic enterlng and exiting the Bank of Scotlud Car Park, the entrance to which
is only 10 metres from the junction on the lefl,

Beyond the Bank of Scotland Car Park by only about 2 metres is the entrunce o
Mortimers Fishing Tackle Shop Car Park - traffic entering and exiting.
Approximately 25 metres further on again on the left is the roadway leading into
(he back of the Post Office, Beale and Pyper's Car Parking nnd Delivery Area and
residentinl parking for the owners of the flats at 3 High Street and the Cottages at
Birchview Tertace, Considerable iraffic entering nnd exiting,

The side entrance of the Co-op is situated on Seafield Avenue on the right hand
side approximately 30 metres from the junction. Delivery lorries of considerable
slze loeate there on o daily basis thus obstructing ene lane necessitating traffic on
one slde or other waiting tll the road is elear,



This nightmare of traffic movement will simply be made unbearable by the addition of
Mulr Homes' plans to bulld 73 new homes at the end of Seafield Avenue. Surely there
should be no further ndditional traffle and the field at the end of Seafield Avenue not
developed but instead development and access only [rom Castle Rond East,

Yours faithfulty,

Miss Margaret A, Campbell

Co Mr. F. J, MeIntosh ~ TEC Services - Badenoch & Strathspey
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Park Authority

MORTIMER'S Calmgorms Netional
' B 23 APR 2008

| RECEIVED

Rodl nad Cun < Export Tulllon < Sport and Counieywenr

21" April 2008
Plunning Dept,
CHMEA,
Dear Sir,

Together with my wife, Lrun two shops In Grantown's High Street; those being Moitimer's, and
Tmray's, My wife Jointly runs o ihied called Classios. We also own othor retail premises in Grnlown's
High Street which we let. My wife und | are gravely concemed about the above proposal for i number
of rensons,

The rear ontranea o our "‘Mortimer's" sliop i acceased vin Seafield Avenue, opposite the trade entrance
fo the Co-op store, All of my stalT use this vehicular entrance and alrendy tind negotiating the traffic at
this logation particularly difficull, We ure eoncerned that the planned housing will inorease vehloular
irnfllo In Senfleld Avenue and add to the problems which we regularly sxperience where Seafleld
Avenue prsses the Co-op and joins the High Streal. A number of other businesses, Incliding The Post
Oftiee, hiave thelr only nocess off Seafiald Avenue.

We are gravely conoernad nl Ihe proposed height and density of thix development in the lield between
the Caravin Park and Seaflold Avonwe, We understond that two-storay homes are proposed for this
arcn autd nre fearful of the affect that this wiil have an vishors to the Caravan Park, As with most of
Clrantown's relatl businesses, our own businesses are tourlst dependant, A decline in tourist nimbers
would spell disaster for our fagile businesses and also for Grantown. We employ n number of local
peoplo and u deoline in business would menn the end of these jobs. We know that a number of other
ratnil businesses in Crantown share our feelings but do not have sufficlient confidence in your publio

engngemant o bo bothared 1o tell you,

The infimstruature of Grantown is not ready for this |arge-scale dovelopment, That, which Muir Homes

plan, ls not nataral organio growth; it is n commercial money-spinning ventuse which will do nothing o
benefit he town. [ have lived In Grantown for over shxty years and can toll you that there is o need for
sueh a development: after all, who ls golng to live there?

1 such dovelopment must go shead, the Caravan Pack and Grantown's econamy will only survive if
thin is sympathetie o the exlsting bullt environment and to Grantown's fraglle snd indispensable tourist
industcy, Fleaso treat Crantown with the respect which if deserves.

Yours Falthfully, ____C{I-l;_r_r_!g_nrms Nau—n"“' Park ﬂ:lllhﬂﬂhty
Planning Application Mo, ol fﬁioief ,

REPRESENTATION
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GRANTOWN ON SPEY 7% MAR 20
Dear Sir RECEIVED

Ra: Planning application for 193 dwallings In Grantewn on Spey made by
Mulr Homas

Regarding the above application | wish to object to it and make the following
observations -

The draft Local Plan as published by Calrgorma National Park on thair
wabslte states'in respect of Grantown on Spey 'The surrounding areas arg
of high landscapa and anvironmental value, and any new developments
shoudd not compromise tha scenle beauty or special qualitios of the arew’,
(para 3, p 79)

With regard to the site plan Included with the Notica for Service on
Naighbours there is absolutely no detall included at all,

On page B0 under ‘Other lssues’, Reacommendation R1 states ‘The wafer
supply and wasta-water-treatment warks should have their capacitios
Increasaed lo facilitale future developments,” Again thers ls no mentlan of
rectifying this In the current plana. Following an extremaly wet winter
thera have been a number of occasiona when Seafield Avenue has been
badly affacted by lying water, most recently on the waekend of 8" March
whan the Local Authorlly ware required to attend to the draina at the
junclion of Seafield Court and Seafield Avenue on a Salurday,

The current Primary School ls at capacity, the building could not withstand
any significant increase In pupll numbers,

The Grammar School already has a number of classrooms and the Library
housed In portacabins, again given racent housing developments In
Carrbridge and Nethybridge the school is struggling to cope with current
pupll numbers. At a recent Parent Council meeting the Head Teacher
intimated that the Local Autharity are considering capping 81 & 2 classes
at the present time — any new pupils may wall be required to travel to the
noearest sacondary school that can accommaodate tham, at the very
minimum a dally round trip of 44 miles,

Seafleld Avenue would struggle with the increasead traffio that the homes
planned of the rear of Seafield Court would bring, the ‘Co-op' corner Is
already a dangerous junction, much work would be required to ensure

_Calmgorms Natlonal Park Authorily |
Planning Apploation No. (a2 mf o
REPRESENTATION

ACKNOWLEDGED LS‘HQE!& gg'




pedestrian safety in this area, particularly as this is the main crosslng area
for children travelling to the primary schoal.

| doubt that the existing haalth services could copa with an Increasa in the
aroa of 193 househalds? Given recent housing devalopmeanta In
nalghbouring villagas many of whom will ba uaing Grantown Health
Cantre, this is an issue that needs to be considered,

» Thae issue of dralnage and sssoclatad pressure placed upon dains as a
result of a loss of natural ‘run off areas will nead to be serlously
considered, recent very heavy dewnpoura have highlighted how the
currant drainage systam struggles on occasion.

| was somewhat concerned to note that Muir Homes have already startad to
advertise the devaelopment, and algo to hear that the Director of Education |s of
the opinien that the development will ba going ahead - this smacks of a 'done
deal',

Given the pointa | have raised above | would like to have assurances from
Calmgorm National Park and/or Highland Council that the necessary increase in
our local infrastructure will be made at the same time as the development ig
progressing and not In hindslght afler local services ara found 10 ba collapsing
from tha shear increase in numbars.

This proposal will increasa the population of Grantown by approx 25% and will
impact upon our education, health, social work, police, roads and waste
collection services.

There is no doubt there Is a nead for alfordable housing In the local area,
howavar | question the nead for a development of this scala and also how
affordabla a lot of the proposed proparties will be to local paaple,

Yours Taithfully

Susan Maclaren
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RECEIVED

Doar Sir
Proposed Development by Mulr Homes at Seaficld Avenue/Castle Rond Enst

We have been 1o study the ravised plans for the above development and nre very concemed at
some of our findings

¢ The Impact of such n lurge development on the community of Grantown and its services
#  The gize and location of two storey dwellings

As we snid in our letter of 29 August 2006 we have lived in Graniown for 35 years, haye run n
Chiost House for 25 of those years and brought up two children here, We have watched the town
expand at & reasonable rate and seen how it can absorb moderately sized developments without
altering the unigue chareter and ambience of the town.

You will be aware there is considernble concern locally nbout the effect this large development
would have on the Caravan Site which is Grantown's greatest tourist nssot and has an excellent
reputation and brings valuable revenue to the local economy.,

Senfleld Avenue s already a busy thoroughihre with visitors from the Caravan Site and there can
be problems at the erossroads with Grant Road, and congestion and conlusion nt the Co-op/Bank
of Scotland coner. With over 80 houses having their exit onto Seafiold Avenue these probleims
will incrense considernbly; the ndjncent roads will also have to contend with more traffic as
people seek to aveoid the congestion. There is also a busy Post Office/Turniture store exit onto
Seafield Avenue, and large lorries delivering to the Co-op adding te the problem, The local
residents understand the difficulties already existing in this area, and it is hard to believe that the
Roads Department are quite satislied with the situation.

We understand there is to be an upgrading of the sewerage system locally but just recently we
have heard that the Water Honrd is struggling to cope with demand as it is at present and they are
looking at controversial ways of increasing supplies,

There will be such a big increase in population that services that are alrendy stretehed will be
unable to cope, og the medical services including A & B, physiotherapy, emergency sorvices,
schools, shops, This seems far too big a venture for such a small town.




We romain very concerned about the bumn that runs immediately behind our house, During heavy
rainfall it rises considerably but copes with the amount of water; however with the field no
longer there ta nbaorb 10 much of the excess water we feel that the burn could rise 1o
unacoeptable levels.

With regard 1o our second main coneern, we are horrified to seo that o completely differont ype
of dwelling is now plunned for directly opposite our house, Wae face direetly onto the field where
this development will be. When we bought the house in 2000 we knew the area was zoned for
houses but we folt confident that any new bulldings would compliment existing houses, all of
which are bungalows and would be in keeping with its surroundings. The original Muir Homes
plan showed a row of three bungalows opposite us, Our main coneern at the time was how much
higher than us these bungalows would be sited as that part of the field is at present higher than
us, Now we find the plan is to put a block of two-storey flnts there instead of the bungalows, 1t is
difficult 1o understand tha reasoning behind this change ax we were not objecting to the
bungalows themselves, just questioning at what level they would be built, The flats would not be
nt all in keeping with existing houses nnd would look very out of place.

Another inexplicable change that has been made to the original plan is that there will now be
bungnlows along Seafield Avenue where originally there were villas, This would seem the
obvious place to site villas where they will offend no-one and be in keeping with the older villas
on the other side of the street, Surely the eorrect setting for those bungalows would be oppasite
the existing bungalows, with the villas opposite the existing villas as on the original plan,

That part of the development near the Inn Charles Hospital and Castle Road East where there are
to bo three storey fals would be the ideal situation lor the two-storey [lats and villng as there are
nlready a row of two-storey houses on the other side of Castle Rond East. In fuct this seems the
correet place for the whole development to be as it would have minimal impact on the rest of the
town nnd the land is so more sultable being much leas boggy and access is safer and easier,
Instend Muir Homes have apparently cut the number of houses in that nren but maintained a high
density of houses of unsuitable design nearest to existing houses and in the wettest part where
neeess is plso unsuitable.

We e very disappointed this venture did not go to one of our three local builders thus helping
local employment and boosting the local economy. We draw your aitention to The Cairngorms
NMational Park Authority's factsheet of Mureh 2007 under Functions: “Planning and Development
Control™ and respectfully request that this lunction be used Lo give very eareful considertion fo
something the scale and design of which could cause irreparable damage to o delightful town and
the quality of life of its residents.

Yours faithfully

David and Katherine Elder
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PLANNING APPLICATION BY MUIR HOMES FOR 193 RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS IN
GRANTOWN ON SPEY
Referance:
A, Letter of Notification of Intent datad 07 March 2008.
1, Refarenca A gave notification of Muir Homes' planning application for the conatruction of

103 houses In the Seaflald Avanue and Castle Road East areas of Grantown-on-Spay. Tha
natification further spacified that any objections from concemned parties should be lodped with tha

appropriate planning authority within 14 days of receipt of the Reference.

2. Before atating my concerna and abjeclions, | would wish to stress that | am, In principle,
not against the construction of new housing per say and appreciate that nationally there Is an
ever Incraasing demand for new and affordable residential accommuodation. That sald, howevaer,
such demands ahould not ba used as an excuse lo juslify excesalve and Inappropriate building
projects to the detriment of existing communities, supporting services and wildlife. As a
concarned resident, | would wish to object o the present proposals on the following grounds:

« Quanlity. |strongly balleve that the number of dwellings proposed | axcessive and not
justifiable for the diract needs of the town or any foreseeabla Influx of realdenta, This
number of addillonal dwellings would have a slgnificant and negative Impact on the
character of the town and therafora tha very essence of why people would wish to live hare

in the firat place,

= Deanslly. As with the preposed quantity of dwellings, the denaity ef the praposed project la
completely at cdda with the character and density of conatruction within tha exiating town,

» Supporling Services/Infrastruclure. | am greatly concernad that the Infrastructure of the
town, specifically roads and sewarage, will be inadequate to aupport the increasa in
demand assoclated with the proposed project. Likewise, | am uneasy over the abilily of
the town's already atratchad health and dantal services to manage the additlonal residenta.
Furthermaore, an issue of extrema concern will ba the abllity of the local Secondary School
(Grantown Grammar) to cope with the related increase In pupils assoclated with the
proposed project, The schaol Is currentlly approaching ita maximum inlake, belng only 2
puplis short of the Firat Year quota for the 08/09 term. The consagquant necessily to bus
puplla to and from Kinguissie or Invernass on a dally basls hardly seems practicable.




Gommunity. Baing within the Calrgorm National Park, Grantown s heavily dapandant on
tourlsm and It is the very character of the town and ilé amblence that atiracts the touriat In
the first place. 'There Is a grave danger that the proposed project wil disrupt that
amblence and therefore will impact unfavourably on the tourist trade,

+ Widlfe. The Mossla, a significant part of the proposed conslruction area, |8 home to @
wide varlety of bird, Insect and animal iife. All of these habitats will be put under extrame
pressura if not deatroyed entirely, Of particular concern would be the Impact on the |ocal
Snipe populalion, which has only just re-established itaelf In tha Mossie. Thesa bircds are
rare and susceptible to changa at the baat of imes and will undoubtedly suffer If the

project goes nhead.

3, Glven my observations stated above, | conclude that Muir Homes' plan, In ita current
gulse, Is short sighted, ill concalved and completely Inappropriate for a country communily such

as Grantown-on-Spey.

Yours faithfully,

A K& Ligpat
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Dear Sir/Madam,

PLANNING APPLICATION AT LAND BETWEEN SEAFIELD
AVENUE AND CASTLE ROAD EAST, GRANTOWN ON SPEY

I refer to my previous letter dated 23" August, 2006 and
wish to express my anger yet agaln about the proposal to
build 193 new homes in the above area, by Muir Homes.

I read the letter printed in The Strathspey and Badenoch
Herald, dated 19" March which updated me into the
recent application,

“As I mentioned in 2006, I strongly disagree with the large
amount of new homes belng bullt as Grantown cannot
cope with that large number, all the services are
overflowing as it Is. I can understand there is a shortage
of homes for young people In the town, but please do not
ruln the area (including blocking the view from the
Caravan Park) by building so many houses.



-
I love Grantown on Spey, T was born here in 1959, 1
love living in It the way It is. PLEASE DO NOT ALLLOW IT
TO BE SPOILED.
Yours falthrully,

Sally N, Greenlees (Mrs)
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Daar Flannors,

Wae write regarding the proposad development of 75 homes on the Mossle at Sealleld Avenue
batwean the caravan slte and Seafleld Court,

Tha Mossle acts as a flood plain and stores oxcess water when there |8 a lot of rain or a sudden
thaw afler heavy snow fall, About 40 years ago parta of Wooadbum Place and Kylintra Crescent
were flooded whan the burn over flowed afler a sudden thaw, If areas of the Mossle are
tarmacked over the surfaces, water will be fed directly into the Mossle burn with a danger of

flooding.

The Mosslae ia a nesating site for Oyster Calchars and Peewils and important nesting areas must
be preservad,

The areas covared with rushesa should nol ba bullt on, but left as they are to protec! the birds
and pravent flooding.

The Mossle (s not suitable for two storey houses, In the present plan wa would have a wo
slorey house directly opposite us at 15 Seafleld Court with our windows and garden baing
overlooked, causing a loss of privacy and amenily, |7 twe slorey houses are desmed essentlal
we would suggest that bungalows 56 & 57 In the plan ba ralocated to site 51 and the alher
houses movad up accordingly,

Yours faithfully,

Gaorga & Jane Raffarty.
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Mary Grler
From: Pip Mackle on behalf of Planning
Sont; 26 Maorch 2008 14:18

To: Mary Grier
Subjoat; FW. Planning permisslon abjectlon

I'ver soknowledgad this rep,

Chears
&

1111 S P 7 == [y S e I -
Sant: 27 March 2008 10:04

Ta: Planning
Subject: Planning permission ebjection

Case No 06/320/CP

Danr sir or madam,

As i regular visilor te Grantown On Spey earavan park, | would be very disappolntad If the
planning parmiasion was grantad for tha housing sehame o be bulll In cloas praximily o tho park as It would
carlainly apoil the amblance and apaciacular views, which ara the parks main features, should this
construction go ahead | would doubt very much If | would be returning to the park in the fulure,

I would trust your departmant look after those who use this sito and praserve local tourism. | objoct to this
planning parmiasion balng granted.

Youra sincenly
D.Anderson

MR Douglas Anderson
46 Bumalda Place
Carron, Falkirk

FK2Z BER

Synganta Limied, Regisered in England No 2710840
Heg Oifica ; Byngenta Limiled, Europaan Reglonal Canlre, Prastley Road, Surray Research Park, Guildlord, Suivey. GU2 7Y,

Linited Hingdon .
Cadengorms National Pack Authority ‘The information contained in this e-mail s confidentinl and
intended for the exelosive use of the individual(s) or organisation specified above, Any unauthorised
dissemination or copying of this e-mail, or mis-use or wronglul disclosure of information contained
i i1, 18 stvictly prohibited and may be illegal. Please notify the sender by return e<mail should you
lave received this e-mail i ervor, Virus Warning: Although this email and any atiachments nre
belleved to be free from viruses, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that they are viros
free. No responsibility Is accepted by the Calrngorms National Park Authority for any loss or
damage arising in any way from their receipt or opening Spam. This e-mail has been scanned for
Spam. However If you feel that this [s Spam please forward this to mailmanager@calrngotms.co,uk

2870372008
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Daar Sirs,

Referance No.; 06/320/CP;
Revelopment on land between Seafield Avenue & Castle Road East, Grantown-on-Spey

We ara wriling to express our cancerns regarding tha planned bullding of dwallings on the
land adjacent to Seafleld Avanue. Whilst wa do nol in any way object to the actual need for
mara housing in the area, we are concemad that the amount of building that will tnke place
an this land may affact the dralnage Into both the Kylintra Burn and the burn that currenlly
rung beaida this plot and laads into the Kylintra Burn,

Qur proparty lles at the bottorn of Rhuarden Court, Immediately next to the Kylintra Burn and
the pond that lles within the grounds of Moray Park, It has bacoma quile noliceable that
during recent heavy falls of rain, the halght that the water rises to in the bum Is much higher
than in previous years. At one paint earlier this year, the water was lapping at the top of the
foot briclge that joins the recreation ground behind our house to Copplca Court as the flow

wis #o high.

We are now concarmad that if the natural soak-asway of the land where the bullding Is to be
carried out disappears under houses and road, more rainfall wili be diverted Inte the burp
that runa alongalda the devaelopment plet and also Into Kylintra Burn and that we may risk
baing floodad,

Wae would be very grateful If you could ansure that the developmant plans before baing
approved take account of the loss of nalural aoak-away and that more rainfall Is not divertad
inte the burn that runa Immediataly next to our proparty; Le. that thare are sufficlent dralnage
faciities includad within the plan to ansura that the amount of water within the Kylintra Burn
does not burst its banks at timas of heavy ralnfall

Many thanks for your consldaration of our concem,

Yours falthfully

B.H. Backholer 8.A. Backholer
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Rer Planning applleation for 193 dwellings In Geantown-on=8pey made by Muie Homes

Regarding the above application we wigh to object to it and muke the following points:-

Dengity of the Propoged Development

The density of the dwellings should be similnr to that of Seafield Courd or risk devastating

overload of exlsting infrastructure and services, Incrensing the populition of Gruntown by 20%

to 25% in one stroke will most likely cause mujor dismuptions or risks related 1o!

*  Road impacts, including the exacerbation of traflic flow and congestion problems

' Substantially higher visks to the safety of pedestrinng (espeelally school childron and the
olderly) and vehicles resulting from the great increnses at penk times in voad traffic in
already congested nrens such as the Co-op cormer at the beginning of Seafield Avenue and
the High Stroet, This intersection is alrendy a risky bottleneck due to the one lane teaffic on
Seafield Avenue created when the Co-op lorry is parked and unlonding

«  Capability of S8ealield Avenue to handle rain and water funolT (flooding) ~ see discussion
below under “Diainage™

»  School und other community services that witl probably require significant expansion jn a
vary short time

Field draing have for generations always dmined into the field where the Muir development iy

proposed and these naturally flow into the swanip area there, What provision 18 being made to
ensure minimal discuption fo this naturally ocourring low? What will be the impaet on those
field drains fo the local ecology? What nssurances are there to those who would be impacted
that this will not become & huge peablem or finaneinl burden?

Tweo Storey Homes

Twao storoy homes are a major concern, Currently all houses in the Seafield Court aven nre
single storey bungalows, The Caravan Park has always enjoyed n rural feel and view thut has
helped us atteact repoat visitors,




Grantown-on-Spey Caravan Park
seafield Avenue, Grantown-on-Spey, Highland PH26 310

Specific objections lo two storey homes include:

v Resulting loss of rural feel

*  Resulting loss of ambienoe importont to tourism

»  Resulling major negative Impact on visitors (tourists) to the Caravan Park. Many of our
regulnr visitors will feel that this rural feel and ambience have been lost [f two storey homes
are built in the ndjacent feld

*  The Plan showing the comparative heights of the new development to adjacent homes
highlights the incongruence of the proposed two story homoes which not only nppear to lack
nesthotic merlt, but worse, spoil the look and feel of existing Seafield Avenue structures nnd

architecture

Noise and Related Density Tmpacts on Cacavan Park Visitors

Our Holiday makers come 1o Grantown partly for peace and quiet ns well ns the walks, wildlife
und other rural atiractions, Many Caravan Park visitors shoose (o stay ut Grantown due to the
very high guality experience which they enjoy when here, The present owners of the Caravan
Park have made very constderable continuing investments in the Park und these offorts have
been recognized by receiving in Januury 2008 the “Scottish Park of the Year Award 2007" from
Scottish Carnyanner magazine, The setting of the Caravan Park with its peaceful rural feel has
been u very big deaw angl benedits the town in many ways, This attraction (rural feel and
amblence plis pence and quiet) eould be lost by the density and nature of the proposed housing

development,

In summary we foel that the proposed development will negatively impact not only ourselves
but also the residents of Grantown. The provision of homes on the site in question should at
least be of o similar nnture and density o8 the Seafield Court homes, Providing the infrastructure
improvements needed are adequately addressed in advancs of construction, we would regard a
smaller nuniber of single storey bungalow homes ns ncceptable, However, iwo slorey liomes
would Impaot the present attraction of the Caravan Park s a place Lo visltand enjoy to such an
extent that we could well be forced to become a residential caravan park with consequent loss of
sustainable tourism and tourist expenditures to the Grantown economy.

The Nationa! Park Authority is already aware of the favorable economic impact that the Caravan
Pack, is the top tourlsm atiraction, has on the town and loeal area, We sincerely hope that very
eareful consideration is given to our objections, These ore not solfish, nnirow objections, but
rollect our long experience with and deep knowledge of our valued visitors and the tourism

markel,

Yours fhithfull

Sandra MeKelvie and John Fleming
Purtners



Inverallan Parish Church
Grantown on Spey

linked with Dulnain Bridge

Revd. Morrds Smith
The Manse,

solf Course Rond,
Grantown on Spoy.
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Dear Sir, RECEIVED B E [H

Planning Application hy Muir Homes for 193 Hesldentinl Dwellings in Grantofyd pif:Spey.

2S5 Masche 6

.

ACFHONL EDEED

The Kirk Session of Inverallan Church, which was served notice as a *Neighbour® in (RS ABOVE toes
not feel that the altered pluns change s original ¢oncerns and would again make the following
conments,

First of all the Session recognises the need for housing throughout Scotland and the desive of many
people to live in such o beautiful area of the Highlands and in o town like Grantown-on-Spey. The
Session also notes that there will still be 49 *affordable homes' in the proposals. Although concerns
ware expressed aboul what ‘altordable’ meant and how {t could be ensured that local people were
allocated this housing, The Session alse recognised that there could be benefils io the community in
terms of trade and employment from some new housing,

[lowever, the Session would want o object to the present proposals on the following grounds;

Number of Dwellings: That the number of dwellings proposed are still too many. Even in
three phases, the number of houses proposed would destroy the very character of a small
Highland fown that makes Grantown a place where people want io lve,

Tourism: The town depends on ita small rural town ambience 1o attract tourists and were
this character to be lost then there is o grave danger that tourism could suffer. This is of
especial concern in o fown within the Caimgorm Natlonal Park where people come to
escapo from urban areas.

Carayan Slte: There was also concern at the possible effect on the rural appeal of the
Caravan Site that is an important source of tourism revenue for the town.

Character: There was concemn that Grantown could simply become a 'dormitory town' for
Inverness or another Highland community with a lnrge proportion of holiday homes, Both of
which would change the character of the town,

Infrastructure: There wat also concern that the infrastrusture such ns ronds and sewnge
wore inndequate for such a Iarge number of extra dwellings,




Traffie: The entrance on Castle Road East 18 onoa particularly hazardous bit of road, after i

bend near n Residentinl Home for the Elderly, There have been serious neoidents on this

section of road, including n fatality, There would be a considernble increase of traffic at the
Junction of Seafield Avenue, The Square und the High Street, which 18 already n dangerous
Junetion,

= Berviees: Were all the houses to be ocoupied then there 15 n very real possibility that local
Services, such as the Schools and the Health Contre could not cope with such a large
increase in population, This could lead to degradation of already hard-pressed services,

i Flooding: There were concerns about the possibility of flooding since the Mossic absorbs o
great deal of the water from the surrounding hills. There has alrendy been flooding in the
houses nt Rhunrden Court.

«  Wikdilfe: The survey report of wildlife in the area does not give a true reflection of the wide
variety of birds, insects and animals supported on the Mossie throughout the year, There are
nesting and migrtory birds, animals, insects and reptiles whose habitat will be put under
extrome pressure (it is not destroyed altogether,

» Again this is of concern in n town that depends on people who come to the town fo see the
wild life and such a large development could have a serious, long-term effect on tourism,

These are the objections of the Inverallan Kirk Session and, from discussions with members of the
Congregation, the concerns of many of thein as well. Can T again stress that the Session recognises
that people need somewhere to stay and the need for some housing, especlally affordable, but feels
that the present proposal is still simply too great a number and density, 1t nlso feels that there needs
to be o measured, planned programme rather than simply a reduction of the plans by o few houses.
Such a reduction and {hree phases may appear fo be better but, unless there were to ba 1 much
greater reduction, and much longer phasing, it would leave all the problems unresolved.

Youra faithfully,

M. Smith,
Parish Minister,
For Inverallan Kirk Session,



| Galmgorms National Park Authority |
Planning Applleation Mo, Ol { Spofef

Morachn
REPRESENTATION Seafield Ave
Cirantown on Spey
aciiowooED A1 Ylarel 0 F 27/03/2008
Clamgorm National Park Association
Dear Sirs,

Muir Homes Development, Grantown on Spey.

1 have viewed the revised plana submitied by Muir Homes for their proposed
development on the Mossie, Grantown on Spey,

Although they have reduced the number of houses in their development, they have
inarensed the number af 2 storey buildings which ure complately out of character with
the surrounding houses. The development |8 typleal of large spec builders in that they
e crowding s many houses into the uren na thoy possibly can. Are we o have
anofher Aviemore pr Kincralg?

I wish to have noted my objections to the planz on the following grounds,

1) The number of houses and (he inclusion of 2 storoy blocks.

2) The loss of amenity to the town, the Mossie has for long been o reoreational
aren for members of the community for walking, horse riding and grazing and
ilso for bird watching,

3) The Mossie is n nesting area for Lapwing, Oystercatcher and Curlow and
should be protected. Does the RSPB have any Input into these decislons?

d) There is n serious risk of flooding if the sponge effect of the Mossie is
disturbed.

5) The High School and Health Service nre nmning at almost full capacity and
nre unlikely to be pravided with funds to secommodate the influx of new
pupils and pntients

6) The caravan park, a major souree of income for the town, will become less
attractive to visitors

1 hope your planning commitice will take my objections into consideration, if not to
turn down the application thed to at least have the plang modified to reduce the impast
this development will have on the town. I realise that there is n need for the provision
ol affordnbla housing but there I3 no reason why this can not be done sensitively, [
would also hope that Muir Homes are made nwire of the need to ensure that their site
can be properly drained without affecting other arens of the town,

1 trust that the CPNA will have the interests of the town and fts people foremost in

their minds when coming to their declsions. I was under the impression that the main
purpose of ereating n Nationul Park was to protect the environment and limit the

damage done by dovelopment,

lzabel Shopherd
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Wandy Mitchall

From:  Amy bruce i

Sonti 28 March 2008 22:22 -
To! Planning

fiubjoot: DO

casa No, 06/320/CP

I hava been Informed that there ara to ba houses bullt beslde tha Granton On Spoy
caravan park

I wish to have my objections be known with regards to the proposed bulid ns I have
stayed In Granton for two years as a visitor at tha caravan site and was also
consldering moving thera Into a static van

If this goes ahead I would bae raconsidering my optlons

Mr & Mra J Bruce

3 Wallage Croascent
Palarhend
Aberdeanshira
Abd2 1GaG

Carrngorms National Park Authority The information eontained in this esmail is confidential and
Intended for the exclusive use of the individunl(s) or organisation specified above, Any unauthorised
dissemination or copying of this e-mall, or mis-use or wrongful disclosure of information contained
in it, is sirictly prohibited and may be illegal. Please notify the sender by retum e-mail should you
have recelved this esmail in error. Virus Warnlng: Allhough this email and any attachments nre
bolieved 1o be free from viruses, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that they are virus
free, No responsibility is accepted by the Cairngorms Natlonal Park Authority Tor any loss or
dnmuge arising in any way from their recelpt or opening Spam. This e-muil hns been sonnned for
Spam. However il you feel that this is Spam please forward this to mailmanager@enlmgorms.co,uk

_Calmgorma Natlonal Park Authority
Planning Application No. ¢/, ’ BLE [@P

REPRESENTATION
AckNowLEDaeED 2\ N ovely C‘f_(

31/03/2008




Page 1 of |

Wendy Mitchell e/

From:

Bant: 30 March 2008 09:33
Tor Flanning

Subject: Case 06/20/CP

. Calmgorma National Park Authori
IO . .

Alun Boedle Planning Application No. 4 6('3;,1(:1{&{3
Hedgehog Cotinge

North East Mason Farm REPRESENTATION

Seaton Burn -

Noweastle upon Tyne ACKNOWLEDGED 2 WA o0/ Qa_nﬁ’;_
NEI36DN '

Cnse 06/320/CP

1 wish to object against the application to build [urther houses adjncent to the campsite at Grantow
on Spey, |, and my [ishing companions are regular visitors to the area and if this goes ahead, we
are unlikely to return to Grantown o Spey.

Regards

Alan Beedle

AOL's new homepage has Inunched, Take i tour now,

Caimgorms National Park Authority The information contained in this e-malil Is confidential and
intended for the exelusive use of the individunl(s) or organisation specified above, Any unauthorised
disseminition or copying of this e-mail; or mis-use or wronglul disclosure of Information contained
in it, is strictly prohibited and may be illegal. Pleass notify the sender by return e-mail should you
have recelved this e-mall in ervor, Virus Warning: Although this emall and any attachments are
belioved to be free from viruges, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that they are virus
free, No responsibility is accepted by the Caimgorms National Park Authority for any loss or
dnmage arlaing in any way from thelr recelpt or opening Spany, This e-mall has been scanned for
Spam. However il you feel that this is Spam please forward this to mailmanager@enimgorma.co,uk

31/03/2008



Lavch Cottuge R
Old Spey Bridge Calmgorma Mational
Grantown on Spey Park Authority

=3 APR 2000 =

Mﬂ% PH26 INQ

RECEIVED

———

31 April 2008

Cairngorms Natlonal Park Authority e
],lmm_ﬁig Offioe - _‘qujl_'lqg_r[np National Parlc Authority
Albert Memeorial Hall Planning Appllostion No. Qﬁlﬁw[&f
Statlon Square REPRESENTATION

Hallatey .
AB3S 5QB | AcknowEnaen B P oY

[Year Sirs,

Re: Muie Homes Development, Grantown on Spey

We are joining the many ather volees In ex pressing horror at the huge number of houses being
planned for Grantown on Spey on the Mossle, There s certainly a need for more h-.:urling in the
area, including alfordable accommodation, but such a large scheme which could create a 25%
increase in the population is quite frightening, We have no doubt many folles have already shown
their displeasure at the thought of further traflic on Seaficld Avenue and the very narrow
stretches of Grant Road, We know of several elderly ladies who are already afraid to use the
crossing at the Co-op corner where one was actually knocked down.

We would presume the facts have been checked by the builders but it Appears [rom the outside
that social services and schools are I.lll'l".ﬂtl)-' wurking to mpa(.‘il'y.

The pln‘nn reveal that two storey hniltlinp‘u are to be k\]f.mguhlu bllllgﬂlUWE and the caravan site, in
some cases robbing established facilities of thelr views and Ilght.

This appears to be an easy option for butlders From outside the avea who are apparently willing to
deface a rural locality and spoil the charm of a scenic and popular caravan site. It would be
interesting to know whe the beneficiaries of this new scheme will be - certainly the bullders, but
Juelging from other towns, Grantown will not profit from move commuters and holiday homes,

Yours falthfully,

Bruce & Wilma Mﬁrgnn
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BY HANBD

Planning Depurtment

T LT[ Newlands
Aielr VED 14 Seafield Court
w2008 Cirantown on Spey
3 NS Moray
e PHIG 3];15

Cairngorm National Park Authority I :
The Square Caigiqir:m National
Grantown on Spay ark Authority
Moray =1 APR 2008
31" March 2008 RECEIVED
Dear Sira

MUIR HOMES ~ PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT SEAFIELD AVENUE
GRANTOWN ON SPEY

This letter should be regarded as a formal objection to the application by Muir Homes
for the development of housing between Seafleld Court and the Campsite, Our
reasons for objecting are ns detailed hereunder,

It must be stated at the outset however that we have no objection whatsoever 1o a
sensible and sensitive development of low-level housing, in a style and density
commensurate with the existing housing. In other words everything that Mulr Homes
i not doing!

Our specilic objections dre as follows:

5

It is completely unaceeptuble to have two-storey “terraced" dwellings
overlooking the existing plots 15 to 19 Seafield Court. These proposed new
propertics will simply tower over the existing bungnlows and lend to n loss of
privacy and amenily.

Muir Homes appear to be crmmming in ns many properties ns possible, and the
Inyout takes absolutely no account of existing house styles and density,

Hus anyone considered the increase in the volume of traffic consequent upon
the proposed numbor of dwellings? Seafield Avenue already gets busy
particularly in the summer months with cars and caravans using the campsite.
A slgnificant number of additional vehicles using the road could give rise to
safely lssues, particularly for the high number of pedestrians who use Sealield
Avenue,

Hopefully the overall site plan does not allow through trafTic between the
proposed Seafiold Avenue entrance snd Mossie Road entrance. To do so
would inevitably create a “rat-run”.

For a tightly packed development such as is belng proposed, has anyone
considered the impact on shopping, schools and medical services?

Has anyone considered the fiot that some of the proposed development is, |
understand, to be on an existing Nlood plain?



Hopefully Calmngorm National Park Authority will subject the proposal to at least the
snme degree of critical review as they have done to date for individuals who have
tried to build a single house, or extend, Some of these individuals have had their plans
turned down for various (in their opinion petty) reasons. [t would beggar belief if
Muir Homes was given permission from CNPA on the basis of the existing proposal,
If permission was granted, CNPA will hiave to aceount to the exlsting resldents for
their decision, and be able 1o completely justify their decision-making process,

Yours sincerely

L 8 Burneti D J C D Buirnett




Wandy Mitchell

From! Derok Andmn~
Sant: 01 Aprll 2008 10:30
To: Planning

Subject: Planning Objection : Cana Na, 08/320/CP w

Hi Plannlng Dapt.,

It has recently been brought to my attention that there ia currently a planning
application for 57 housos to be bullt immediavely in front of the Granton's camp aite,
As a frequent visitor te this area 1 would Like to log an ebjection. I feal that thias
would have a sorious negative impact on the areas tranquil location, as well as being
an eyeacre. Alag with the nolse and mosa that inevitably acoompanion any bullding slke
I fewml that I would have to look elsewhere as this would not be a sultable location
For any fublre holldays,

Thanka .
i Calmgora National Park Authority
T g ot 201
i e REPRESENTATION
KY13 BAA.

norovarnoen 1 G o

Calrngormes Watlonal Park Authority
The infermablion contalned 1o this s=mall Lo confidential antd lntended for the

exolusive use of the individual(s) or erganisation speclfled above. Any unauthorised
diapemination or copying of this e-mail, or mis-use or weongful disclosure of
Information econtained in it, ia strictly prohibited and may ba Lllegal, Pleass notify
tho sender by return e-mail should you have received this e-mail in error,

Virus Warning! Although this emall and any attachments are believed to be free from
virusen, At Lo the rosponsdblliity of the reclplent to ensure that they ars virus frae,
No responalbllity ils accepted by the Calengorms Natlonal Park Autherity for any loan
or cdamage arlsing in any way from thelr recelpt or opening

Spam. This e-mall has beon scanned for Spam. However LE you feel that this La Spam
ploaane forward Lhis to mallmanagerfead rngorms, o, uk




