
CAIRNGORMS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY


MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING

held at Glenmore Lodge, Glenmore
on Friday 5th August 2011 at 9.30 am
PRESENT:
	Peter Argyle
	Ian MacKintosh

	Duncan Bryden
	Mary McCafferty

	Angela Douglas
	Willie McKenna

	Katrina Farquhar
	Gordon Riddler

	David Green (Convener)
	Gregor Rimell

	Marcus Humphrey
	Brian Wood

	Gregor Hutcheon
	Allan Wright

	Eleanor Mackintosh
	


In Attendance:

Jane Hope
Hamish Trench 

Francoise van Buuren
Apologies:
Jaci Douglas
Dave Fallows
Kate Howie
Introduction and Welcome

1. The Convener opened the meeting by thanking Sportscotland for providing the Glenmore Lodge National Training Centre as the venue for the meeting.  He also thanked Bob Kinnaird, current Director of the Glenmore Centre, and paid tribute to his contribution as a Board Member over the past five years, given that he was now stepping down because of pressure of work.  Bob Kinnaird, (present for this item) said it had been a privilege to be part of the National Park Authority and he remained committed to the Cairngorms National Park; although ceasing to be a Board Member, he would continue to be a very supportive partner.
Minutes of Last Meeting – approval

2. The minutes of the meeting of the 8th July were approved with no changes.
Matters Arising

3. At paragraph 7(c) of the minutes, it was noted that delegated authority for the completion and approval of the reports of Strategic Environmental Assessment, Appropriate Assessment and Equalities Impact Assessment of the National Park Plan had been delegated to the CNPA Management Team.  This had been done, and the relevant assessments were on the Board agenda as papers for information so these were clearly available for Board Members, and in the public domain.
Declarations of Interest

4. None
Local Development Plan Main Issues Report – For Consultation (Paper 1)

5. Hamish Trench introduced the paper which sought the Board’s approval of the Main Issues Report to the Local Development Plan, and endorsement for the supporting evidence base, for formal consultation from 19th September to 9th December 2011.  It was noted that the various assessments (mentioned under matters arising above) were available as supporting information under this agenda.  These were therefore in the public domain and were also available on the CNPA website.  It was noted that the Strategic Environmental Assessment was not just supporting information, but was also the subject of formal consultation (as a statutory requirement) alongside the Main Issues Report itself.
6. It was noted that a lot of work had been invested in putting together the Main Issues Report.  The evidence base was crucial underpinning what would eventually become the Local Development Plan itself.  It was noted that the consultation period would be labour intensive for Members and staff and it was important that everyone played their part.  The Main Issues Report had been the subject of considerable discussion over previous months; there were no further issues for discussion and therefore the Board approved the recommendations of the paper as follows:

a) Endorsed the Evidence Reports and Monitoring Report as being proportionate, appropriate and giving the necessary direction on which to base decisions on the Main Issues Report. 

b) Endorsed the Strategic Environmental Assessment, interim Habitats Regulations Assessments and Equalities Impact Assessment as being adequate for consultation, and giving the necessary information and direction on which to base decisions on the Main Issues Report.

c) Approved the Main Issues Report for public consultation from 19th September to 9th December 2011. 

Update on the Cairngorms National Park Website (Paper 2)

Corporate Plan Monitoring (Paper 3)

Impact Assessments for Draft National Park Plan (Paper 4)
7. The above three papers were for information only and were duly noted.

AOCB

8. The Convener reported on his meeting with the Director of the Scottish Chambers of Commerce, who had been very interested in the unique model of the Cairngorms Business Partnership which brought together the functions of a Chamber of Commerce and DMO (Destination Management Organisation).  He had also attended the Scottish Cabinet public meeting at Fort William; the opening of the refurbished Ranger Base at Blair Atholl; made a presentation at the Highland Council Planning, Environment and Development Committee.  At this last meeting a question had been raised about the possibility of the CNPA taking on full Planning powers.  The Convener had responded that this was a decision for the Scottish Government, not the CNPA, and Local Authorities should therefore pass their views onto the Scottish Government accordingly.  He noted that it could well be easier for customers, given that there was some public feedback to the effect that the call-in arrangement was confusing.  He also noted that if there were to be any transfer of full planning powers to the CNPA, there would need to be an associated transfer of resources as appropriate.  The point was made that if there were to be a debate about the nature of the CNPA’s planning powers, then the CNPA itself needed to form a view on the pros and cons, and also the practicalities.
9. Marcus Humphrey and Gordon Riddler commented on a very successful community day held in Ballater.

10. Katrina Farquhar, Gordon Riddler, and Brian Wood had been given a tour of Mar Lodge.  It was noted there was an independent review taking place at present; Hamish Trench confirmed that he would be compiling a written submission to the Review which would be circulated to the Board in due course.

Date of Next Meeting

11. Friday 2nd September, Glen Clova.
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