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Summary 
 
 
1. As part of the process of considering the suitability of Site Dalwhinnie H2, for 
inclusion into the Local Development Plan, the Cairngorms National Park Authority 
(CNPA) has commissioned Landcare NorthEast to undertake a desktop study and 
initial ecological survey.  

 
 

2. A desktop study and subsequent ecological survey was conducted at Site 
Dalwhinnie H2 in March 2011. 
 
 
3. The proposed development site is located at NN 636 848 on Ben Alder Road, 
Dalwhinnie, and comprises approximately 0.49ha. 
 
 
4. The main habitat is J1.3 Ephemeral/short perennial patchy plant associations with 
mounds of rubble from demolished buildings.  
 
 
5. No notable plant species (those of UK conservation concern - see UK list of 
Vascular Plants of Conservation Concern http://www.ukbap.org.uk  - or those listed 
on the Cairngorms LBAP list of priority species) were noted.    
 
 
6. The site may provide bat and badger foraging habitat. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 
Background 
 
1.1 In order to make an assessment on ecological impacts of developments of sites 
that have been presented for inclusion in the Cairngorms Local Development Plan, 
CNPA require desktop studies and ecological surveys of each site to be undertaken. 
 
1.2 With regard to this, an extended Phase 1 survey and habitat suitability 
assessment was conducted at Site Dalwhinnie H2. 
 
1.3 The site is located at NN 636 848 on Ben Alder Road, Dalwhinnie and comprises 
approximately 0.49ha. 
 
1.4 The survey work was conducted by Steff Ferguson and Flora Grigor-Taylor, both 
experienced wildlife surveyors, chartered environmentalists and members of IEEM. 
 

 

 
Existing Data 
 
1.5 A review of the data held on the National Biodiversity Network (NBN) gateway 
was undertaken to identify species of conservation concern that have been recorded 
on the proposed development site.  
 
1.6 NBN results 
 
Occurring within the 10km square in which the site is located: 

Goldeneye 

Hen harrier 

Black grouse 

Atlantic salmon (100m record 150m south) 

Woolly willow 

Scottish wildcat 

Cousin German (1km record 250m north) 

Otter 

Badger 
 
At 2km square level: 

Twite 

Redshank 

Lapwing 
 
At 1km square level: 

Daubentons bat 

 

 
Designated Sites 
 
1.7 There are no statutorily designations on, or sharing a boundary with, the land 
surveyed. 
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2.0 Survey 
 
Method  
 
2.1 An ecological survey was undertaken on the site in March 2011. 
 
2.2 A Phase 1 Habitat Mapping & Protected Species Survey, also referred to as an 
Extended Phase 1 Ecological Survey, was undertaken for the site. Standard Phase 1 
methodology was used, including detailed target notes of notable plant species 
(those of conservation concern; also those listed on the Cairngorms LBAP list of 
priority species).   
 
2.3 An assessment of the habitat suitability within the proposed development site for 
mammal species was also undertaken. 
 
2.4 The standard optimal time to undertake an Extended Phase 1 Survey is between 
April and the end of September. The survey time of early March was therefore 
outwith the optimal time, and where potential for botanical interest was noted, further 
survey may be necessary to provide comprehensive information on a site. 
 
2.5 The habitats are described by the use of target notes, annotated to the survey 

map (see Fig.1). Common species names and scientific names (Stace C (1997) New 

Flora of the British Isles. Second Ed. Cambridge University Press.) are given in the 

text below. 

 
 
Results 
 

2.6 This brown field site is on flat ground located in the centre of the settlement of 
Dalwhinnie. The site’s boundary is marked with stock, deer and wooden fencing. The 
site can be divided into 2 distinct sections, separated by a wooden fence: the western 
part comprises some rough grassland with a few trees, and large mounds of dumped 
rubble and burnt litter. The eastern end comprises a building, currently unused, which 
was the premises of a former takeaway/café and associated carparking. 

 

Vegetation 
 
2.7 The western section is a derelict site, characterised by mounds of rubble and 
remnant foundations from demolished buildings and disturbed ground now vegetated 
over by short patchy plant associations and shrubs. Some mature trees feature along 
the site boundary: Sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis), birch (Betula sp), lime (Tilia x 
europaea) and ornamental spruce. A patch of rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) and 
bridewort (Spiraea Agg.) is located near the centre. 
 
2.8 The eastern section has no botanical interest. Habitats present are J4 Bare 
Ground and J3.6 Built-up area  
 
 
Fauna 
 
2.9 No species of conservation concern and/or listed on the Cairngorms LBAP list of 
priority species were noted on site. 
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Fig 1 Survey Map 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3.0 Assessment of Habitat Suitability for Mammals 
 
3.1 The site itself offers no suitable breeding habitat for otter, water vole, badger or 
red squirrel.  There may be foraging opportunity for badger and bats here. 
 
3.2 Existing buildings and mature trees may offer bat roosting habitat. 

 
 

 

4.0 References 

JNCC. 1990. Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey − a technique for environmental 
audit.   2007 edition. Nature Conservancy Council  

Stace, C.A. 1997. New Flora of the British Isles. 2nd Edition. Cambridge University 
Press. 
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APPENDIX 1 – TARGET NOTES 
 
T1 - NN 636 848 
 
Derelict site, characterised by mounds of rubble and remnant foundations from 
demolished buildings and disturbed ground now vegetated over by short patchy plant 
associations and shrubs. Some mature trees feature along the site boundary: Sitka 
spruce (Picea sitchensis), birch (Betula sp), lime (Tilia x europaea) and ornamental 
spruce. A patch of rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) and bridewort (Spiraea Agg.) is located 
near the centre. 
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APPENDIX 2 – SURVEY PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Western section of site, with rubble piles and patches of shrub vegetation visible 

Western section of site, looking east 
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Looking towards eastern section & existing disused café; remnant foundations in 
foreground  
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APPENDIX 3 – PHASE 1 CODES 
 

PHASE 1 CODE  Description 

A1.1.1 Broadleaved woodland - semi-natural 

A1.1.2 Broadleaved woodland - plantation 

A1.2.1 Coniferous woodland - semi-natural 

A1.2.2 Coniferous woodland - plantation 

A1.3.1 Mixed woodland - semi-natural 

A1.3.2 Mixed woodland - plantation 

A2.1 Scrub - dense/continuous 

A2.2 Scrub - scattered 

A3.1 Parkland/scattered trees – broad-leaved 

A3.2 Parkland/scattered trees - coniferous 

A3.3 Parkland/scattered trees – mixed 

A4.1 Broadleaved woodland – recently felled 

A4.2 Coniferous woodland – recently felled 

A4.3 Mixed woodland – recently felled 

B1.1 Acid grassland – unimproved 

B1.2 Acid grassland – semi-improved 

B2.1 Neutral grassland – unimproved 

B2.2 Neutral grassland - semi-improved 

B3.1 Calcareous grassland – unimproved 

B3.2 Calcareous grassland – semi-improved 

B4 Improved grassland 

B5 Marsh/marshy grassland 

C1.1 Tall herb & fen – bracken continuous 

C1.2 Tall herb & fen – bracken scattered 

C3.1 Other tall herb and fern - ruderal 

D1.1 Dry dwarf shrub heath - acid 

G2 Running water 

J1.1 Cultivated/disturbed land – arable 

J1.2 Cultivated/disturbed land – amenity grassland 

J1.3 Cultivated/disturbed land – ephemeral/short perennial 

J1.4 Cultivated/disturbed land – introduced shrub 

J2.1.1 Intact hedge – native species rich 

J2.1.2 Intact hedge – species poor 

J2.3.2 Hedge with trees – species-poor 

J2.4 Fence 

J2.5 Wall 

J2.6 Dry ditch 

J3.6 Built-up areas - buildings 

J4 Bare ground 
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Summary 
 
 
1. As part of the process of considering the suitability of Site Dalwhinnie H3, for 
inclusion into the Local Development Plan, the Cairngorms National Park Authority 
(CNPA) has commissioned Landcare NorthEast to undertake a desktop study and 
initial ecological survey.  

 
 

2. A desktop study and subsequent ecological survey was conducted at Site 
Dalwhinnie H3 in March 2011. 
 
 
3. The proposed development site is located at NN 636841, behind Dalwhinnie 
Garage off the A889 and comprises approximately 0.48ha. 
 
 
4. The main habitat is A1.1.1 Broad-leaved semi-natural woodland. 
 
 
5. No notable plant species (those of UK conservation concern - see UK list of 
Vascular Plants of Conservation Concern http://www.ukbap.org.uk  - or those listed 
on the Cairngorms LBAP list of priority species) were noted.    
 
 
6. The site may provide bat and badger foraging habitat. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 
Background 
 
1.1 In order to make an assessment on ecological impacts of developments of sites 
that have been presented for inclusion in the Cairngorms Local Development Plan, 
CNPA require desktop studies and ecological surveys of each site to be undertaken. 
 
1.2 With regard to this, an extended Phase 1 survey and habitat suitability 
assessment was conducted at Site Dalwhinnie H3,  
 
1.3 The site is located at NN 636841, behind Dalwhinnie Garage off the A889, and 
comprises approximately 0.48ha. 
 
1.4 The survey work was conducted by Steff Ferguson and Flora Grigor-Taylor, both 
experienced wildlife surveyors, chartered environmentalists and members of IEEM. 
 

 
Existing Data 
 
1.5 A review of the data held on the National Biodiversity Network (NBN) gateway 
was undertaken to identify species of conservation concern that have been recorded 
on the proposed development site.  
 
1.6 NBN results 
 
Occurring within the 10km square in which the site is located: 

Goldeneye 

Hen harrier 

Black grouse 

Atlantic salmon (100m record 150m south) 

Woolly willow 

Scottish wildcat 

Cousin German (1km record 250m north) 

Otter (2km 100m south of site) 

Badger 
 
 
At 2km square level: 

Twite 

Redshank 

Lapwing 
 
 
At 1km square level: 

Daubenton’s bat 

 

 
Designated Sites 
 
1.7 There are no statutorily designations on, or sharing a boundary with, the land 
surveyed. 
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2.0 Survey 
 
Method  
 
2.1 An ecological survey was undertaken on the site in March 2011. 
 
2.2 A Phase 1 Habitat Mapping & Protected Species Survey, also referred to as an 
Extended Phase 1 Ecological Survey, was undertaken for the site. Standard Phase 1 
methodology was used, including detailed target notes of notable plant species 
(those of conservation concern; also those listed on the Cairngorms LBAP list of 
priority species).   
 
2.3 An assessment of the habitat suitability within the proposed development site for 
mammal species was also undertaken. 
 
2.4 The standard optimal time to undertake an Extended Phase 1 Survey is between 
April and the end of September. The survey time of early March was therefore 
outwith the optimal time, and where potential for botanical interest was noted, further 
survey may be necessary to provide comprehensive information on a site. 
 
2.5 The habitats are described by the use of target notes, annotated to the survey 

map (see Fig.1). Common species names and scientific names (Stace C (1997) New 

Flora of the British Isles. Second Ed. Cambridge University Press.) are given in the 

text below. 

 
Results 
 

2.6 The site is an area of wooded ground, positioned between the curtilages of two 
existing buildings. The site is open along its north boundary to a larger tract of mixed 
broadleaved woodland. A powerline and wayleave cross the site and the eastern 
section comprises an area of hardstanding, presumably associated with the adjacent 
garage.  

 

Vegetation 
 
2.7 This site supports A1.1.1 Broad-leaved semi-natural woodland. Birch (Betula sp) 
is the dominant canopy species, interspersed with willow (Salix sp), rowan (Sorbus 
aucuparia) and occasional Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris). The canopy structure varies, 
with open scattered woodland giving way to patches of soft rush (Juncus effusus) 
and wet grassland species. Underplanting has taken place (c. 10 year old) below the 
canopy and natural regeneration of birch is evident along the wayleave.  
A small patch of ruderal vegetation - rosebay willowherb (Chamerion angustifolium), 
raspberry (Rubus idaeus), etc  - has colonised a corner of disturbed ground adjacent 
to the J4 hardstanding by the garage. 
 
 
Fauna 
 
2.8 No species of conservation concern and/or listed on the Cairngorms LBAP list of 
priority species were noted on site. 
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Fig 1 Survey Map 

 
 

 
 
 
 

3.0 Assessment of Habitat Suitability for Mammals 
 
3.1 The site itself offers no suitable breeding habitat for otter, water vole or red 
squirrel. No badger setts or bat roosts were observed.  There may be foraging 
opportunity for badger and bats here.  
 

 

 

4.0 References 

JNCC. 1990. Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey − a technique for environmental 
audit.   2007 edition. Nature Conservancy Council  

Stace, C.A. 1997. New Flora of the British Isles. 2nd Edition. Cambridge University 
Press. 
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APPENDIX 1 – TARGET NOTES 
 
 
T - NN 636841 
This site supports A1.1.1 Broad-leaved semi-natural woodland. Birch (Betula sp) is 
the dominant canopy species, interspersed with willow (Salix sp), rowan (Sorbus 
aucuparia) and occasional Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris) Canopy structure varies, with 
open scattered woodland giving way to patches of soft rush (Juncus effusus) and wet 
grassland species. Underplanting has taken place (c. 10 year old) below the canopy 
and natural regeneration of birch is evident under the wayleave.  
A small patch of ruderal vegetation - rosebay willowherb (Chamerion angustifolium), 
raspberry (Rubus idaeus), etc  - has colonised a corner of disturbed ground adjacent 
to the hardstanding by the garage. 
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APPENDIX 2 – SURVEY PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Open scattered birch woodland, interspersed with willow and rowan; A1.1.1 
Broad-leaved semi-natural woodland 

Eastern section, showing J4 hardstanding and adjacent garage 
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APPENDIX 3 – PHASE 1 CODES 
 

PHASE 1 CODE  Description 

A1.1.1 Broadleaved woodland - semi-natural 

A1.1.2 Broadleaved woodland - plantation 

A1.2.1 Coniferous woodland - semi-natural 

A1.2.2 Coniferous woodland - plantation 

A1.3.1 Mixed woodland - semi-natural 

A1.3.2 Mixed woodland - plantation 

A2.1 Scrub - dense/continuous 

A2.2 Scrub - scattered 

A3.1 Parkland/scattered trees – broad-leaved 

A3.2 Parkland/scattered trees - coniferous 

A3.3 Parkland/scattered trees – mixed 

A4.1 Broadleaved woodland – recently felled 

A4.2 Coniferous woodland – recently felled 

A4.3 Mixed woodland – recently felled 

B1.1 Acid grassland – unimproved 

B1.2 Acid grassland – semi-improved 

B2.1 Neutral grassland – unimproved 

B2.2 Neutral grassland - semi-improved 

B3.1 Calcareous grassland – unimproved 

B3.2 Calcareous grassland – semi-improved 

B4 Improved grassland 

B5 Marsh/marshy grassland 

C1.1 Tall herb & fen – bracken continuous 

C1.2 Tall herb & fen – bracken scattered 

C3.1 Other tall herb and fern - ruderal 

D1.1 Dry dwarf shrub heath - acid 

G2 Running water 

J1.1 Cultivated/disturbed land – arable 

J1.2 Cultivated/disturbed land – amenity grassland 

J1.3 Cultivated/disturbed land – ephemeral/short perennial 

J1.4 Cultivated/disturbed land – introduced shrub 

J2.1.1 Intact hedge – native species rich 

J2.1.2 Intact hedge – species poor 

J2.3.2 Hedge with trees – species-poor 

J2.4 Fence 

J2.5 Wall 

J2.6 Dry ditch 

J3.6 Built-up areas - buildings 

J4 Bare ground 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
Cairngorms Local Development Plan 

 
Site: Blair Atholl H27 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 2011 

 
Steff Ferguson & Flora Grigor-Taylor CEnv MIEEM  
Landcare NorthEast  

Pittentaggart 
Migvie 
Tarland 
AB34 4XQ 

t: 013398 81376 
e:  steff@landcarenortheast.co.uk 
 flora@landcarenortheast.co.uk 

 



 

 
CONTENTS 
 
Summary      1 

 
1.0 Introduction    2 
 

 Background     2 
 Existing data    2 
 Designated sites    2 
 

2.0 Survey     3 
 Method     3 
 Results     3 
 Vegetation     3 
 Fauna      4 
 

3.0  Habitat Suitability for Mammals 5 
 

4.0  References     5 
 

 
 
 
APPENDIX 1  – SURVEY PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
APPENDIX 2 – PHASE 1 CODES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Phase 1 Habitat Survey  
Site: Blair Atholl H27 

Landcare NorthEast March 2011 

 1 

Summary 
 
 
1. As part of the process of considering the suitability of Site Blair Atholl H27, for 
inclusion into the Local Development Plan, the Cairngorms National Park Authority 
(CNPA) has commissioned Landcare NorthEast to undertake a desktop study and 
initial ecological survey.  

 
 

2. A desktop study and subsequent ecological survey was conducted at Site Blair 
Atholl H27 in March 2011. 
 
 
3. The proposed development site is located at NN869653 in the small town of Blair 
Atholl and comprises approximately  0.19ha. 
 
4. The site comprises a walled garden area (J1.3), as well as access track and 
existing residential housing (J4 & J3.6). 
 
5. No notable plant species (those of UK conservation concern - see UK list of 
Vascular Plants of Conservation Concern http://www.ukbap.org.uk  - or those listed 
on the Cairngorms LBAP list of priority species) were noted.    
 
6. The site may provide limited bat foraging habitat. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 
Background 
 

1.1 In order to make an assessment on ecological impacts of developments of sites 
that have been presented for inclusion in the Cairngorms Local Development Plan, 
CNPA require desktop studies and ecological surveys of each site to be undertaken. 
 

1.2 With regard to this, an extended Phase 1 survey and habitat suitability 
assessment was conducted at Site Blair Atholl H27.  
 

1.3 The site is located at NN869653 in the small town of Blair Atholl and comprises 
approximately 0.19ha. 
 

1.4 The survey work was conducted by Steff Ferguson and Flora Grigor-Taylor, both 
experienced wildlife surveyors, chartered environmentalists and members of IEEM. 

 

 

Existing Data 
 

1.5 A review of the data held on the National Biodiversity Network (NBN) gateway 
was undertaken to identify species of conservation concern that have been recorded 
on the proposed development site.  
 

1.6 NBN results 
 

Occurring within the 10km square the site is located in: 
 

Goldeneye 

Twite 

Hen harrier 

Black grouse 

Capercaillie 

Redshank 

Lapwing 

Freshwater pearl mussel 

Mason bee 

Scottish wildcat 

Kentish glory 

Otter 

Badger 
 
 

At 2km square level: 
 

Northern brown argus 

Pearl bordered fritillary 
 

 
At 1km square level: 
 

Atlantic salmon 

Red squirrel 

Pipistrelle bat spp. 

Brown/long-eared bat spp. 
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Designated Sites 
 
1.7 There are no statutory designations on the land surveyed.  
 

 
 

2.0 Survey 
 
Method  
 
2.1 An ecological survey was undertaken on the site in March 2011. 
 
2.2 A Phase 1 Habitat Mapping & Protected Species Survey, also referred to as an 
Extended Phase 1 Ecological Survey, was undertaken for the site. Standard Phase 1 
methodology was used, including detailed target notes of notable plant species 
(those of conservation concern; also those listed on the Cairngorms LBAP list of 
priority species).   
 
2.3 An assessment of the habitat suitability within the proposed development site for 
mammal species was also undertaken. 
 
2.4 The standard optimal time to undertake an Extended Phase 1 Survey is between 
April and the end of September. The survey time of early March was therefore 
outwith the optimal time, and where potential for botanical interest was noted, further 
survey may be necessary to provide adequate information on a site. 
 
2.5 The habitats are described by the use of target notes, annotated to the survey 

map (see Fig.1). Common species names and scientific names (Stace C (1997) New 

Flora of the British Isles. Second Ed. Cambridge University Press.) are given in the 

text below. 

 
 
Results 
 

Vegetation 
 
2.6 This site consists of a walled garden area, as well as access track and existing 
residential housing. 
 
2.7 The walled area contains waste ground, a storage area for logs and C3, tall 
ruderal vegetation, including rosebay willowherb (Epilobium angustifolium), ragwort (  
Senecio jacobaea), cleavers (Galium aparine), broad-leaved dock (Rumex 
obtusifolius) and thistles (Cirsium spp.). The vegetation appeared to have been kept 
in check by strimming. Two coppiced wych elm (Ulmus glabra) stumps and some 
young oak (Quercus spp.) saplings are growing along the wall perimeter, adjacent to 
the main road.  
 
Fauna 
 
2.8 No species of conservation concern and/or listed on the Cairngorms LBAP list of 
priority species were noted on site. 
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Fig 1 Survey Map 

 

 
 
 

3.0 Assessment of Habitat Suitability for Mammals 
 
3.1 The site itself offers no suitable breeding habitat for otter, water vole, bat and red 
squirrel. No badger setts were observed.  There may be limited foraging opportunity 
for bats. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

4.0 References 

JNCC. 1990. Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey − a technique for environmental 
audit.   2007 edition. Nature Conservancy Council  

Stace, C.A. 1997. New Flora of the British Isles. 2nd Edition. Cambridge University 
Press. 
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APPENDIX 1 – SURVEY PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
 
Site H27 – Walled area 
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APPENDIX 3 – PHASE 1 CODES 
 

PHASE 1 CODE  Description 

A1.1.1 Broadleaved woodland - semi-natural 

A1.1.2 Broadleaved woodland - plantation 

A1.2.1 Coniferous woodland - semi-natural 

A1.2.2 Coniferous woodland - plantation 

A1.3.1 Mixed woodland - semi-natural 

A1.3.2 Mixed woodland - plantation 

A2.1 Scrub - dense/continuous 

A2.2 Scrub - scattered 

A3.1 Parkland/scattered trees – broad-leaved 

A3.2 Parkland/scattered trees - coniferous 

A3.3 Parkland/scattered trees – mixed 

A4.1 Broadleaved woodland – recently felled 

A4.2 Coniferous woodland – recently felled 

A4.3 Mixed woodland – recently felled 

B1.1 Acid grassland – unimproved 

B1.2 Acid grassland – semi-improved 

B2.1 Neutral grassland – unimproved 

B2.2 Neutral grassland - semi-improved 

B3.1 Calcareous grassland – unimproved 

B3.2 Calcareous grassland – semi-improved 

B4 Improved grassland 

B5 Marsh/marshy grassland 

C1.1 Tall herb & fen – bracken continuous 

C1.2 Tall herb & fen – bracken scattered 

C3.1 Other tall herb and fern - ruderal 

D1.1 Dry dwarf shrub heath - acid 

G2 Running water 

J1.1 Cultivated/disturbed land – arable 

J1.2 Cultivated/disturbed land – amenity grassland 

J1.3 Cultivated/disturbed land – ephemeral/short perennial 

J1.4 Cultivated/disturbed land – introduced shrub 

J2.1.1 Intact hedge – native species rich 

J2.1.2 Intact hedge – species poor 

J2.3.2 Hedge with trees – species-poor 

J2.4 Fence 

J2.5 Wall 

J2.6 Dry ditch 

J3.6 Built-up areas - buildings 

J4 Bare ground 
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Summary 
 
 
1. As part of the process of considering the suitability of Site Blair Atholl H28, for 
inclusion into the Local Development Plan, the Cairngorms National Park Authority 
(CNPA) has commissioned Landcare NorthEast to undertake a desktop study and 
initial ecological survey.  

 
 

2. A desktop study and subsequent ecological survey was conducted at Site Blair 
Atholl H28 in March 2011. 
 
 
3. The proposed development site is located at NN870651 and comprises 
approximately 0.66ha. 
 
4. The main habitat is B4, improved grassland, with a strip of riparian trees along the 
River Garry to the south. 
 
 
5. No notable plant species (those of UK conservation concern - see UK list of 
Vascular Plants of Conservation Concern http://www.ukbap.org.uk  - or those listed 
on the Cairngorms LBAP list of priority species) were noted.    
 
 
6. The site may provide bat, otter and badger foraging habitat. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 
Background 
 

1.1 In order to make an assessment on ecological impacts of developments of sites 
that have been presented for inclusion in the Cairngorms Local Development Plan, 
CNPA require desktop studies and ecological surveys of each site to be undertaken. 
 

1.2 With regard to this, an extended Phase 1 survey and habitat suitability 
assessment was conducted at Site Blair Atholl H28.  
 

1.3 The site is located at NN870651 within the small town of Blair Atholl and 
comprises approximately 0.66ha.. 
 

1.4 The survey work was conducted by Steff Ferguson and Flora Grigor-Taylor, both 
experienced wildlife surveyors, chartered environmentalists and members of IEEM. 
 
 

Existing Data 
 

1.5 A review of the data held on the National Biodiversity Network (NBN) gateway 
was undertaken to identify species of conservation concern that have been recorded 
on the proposed development site.  
 
1.6 NBN results 
 

Occurring within the 10km square in which the site is located: 

Goldeneye 

Twite 

Hen harrier 

Black grouse 

Capercaillie 

Redshank 

Lapwing 

Freshwater pearl mussel 

Mason bee 

Scottish wildcat 

Kentish glory 

Otter 

Badger 
 

At 2km square level: 

Northern brown argus 

Pearl bordered fritillary 
 

At 1km square level: 

Atlantic salmon 

Red squirrel 

Pipistrelle bat spp. 

Brown/long-eared bat spp. 

 
Designated Sites 
 
1.7 The River Garry is located within the River Tay SAC  
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2.0 Survey 
 
Method  
 
2.1 An ecological survey was undertaken on the site in March 2011. 
 
2.2 A Phase 1 Habitat Mapping & Protected Species Survey, also referred to as an 
Extended Phase 1 Ecological Survey, was undertaken for the site. Standard Phase 1 
methodology was used, including detailed target notes of notable plant species 
(those of conservation concern; also those listed on the Cairngorms LBAP list of 
priority species).   
 
2.3 An assessment of the habitat suitability within the proposed development site for 
mammal species was also undertaken. 
 
2.4 The standard optimal time to undertake an Extended Phase 1 Survey is between 
April and the end of September. The survey time of early March was therefore 
outwith the optimal time, and where potential for botanical interest was noted, further 
survey may be necessary to provide comprehensive information on a site. 
 
2.5 The habitats are described by the use of target notes, annotated to the survey 

map (see Fig.1). Common species names and scientific names (Stace C (1997) New 

Flora of the British Isles. Second Ed. Cambridge University Press.) are given in the 

text below. 

 
 
Results 
 

Vegetation 
 
2.6 This site is a level grazed field of B4, improved grassland, currently grazed by 
sheep. A strip of mature riparian trees separates the grass field from the River Garry. 
The main tree species noted were common alder (Alnus glutinosa), ash (Fraxinus 
excelsior), oak (Quercus sp.) and willow (Salix spp.)  
 
Fauna 
 
2.7 No species of conservation concern and/or listed on the Cairngorms LBAP list of 
priority species were noted on site. 
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Fig 1 Survey Map 

 

 
 
 
 

 
3.0 Assessment of Habitat Suitability for Mammals 
 
3.1 The site itself offers no suitable breeding habitat for otter, water vole, bat or red 
squirrel. No badger setts were observed, although the grassland will offer foraging 
opportunities for this species. 
 
3.2 The banks of the River Garry are highly likely to be utilised by otter, while the 
strip of mature trees will provide foraging opportunities for bats. 
 

 
 
 

4.0 References 

JNCC. 1990. Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey − a technique for environmental 
audit.   2007 edition. Nature Conservancy Council  

Stace, C.A. 1997. New Flora of the British Isles. 2nd Edition. Cambridge University 
Press. 
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APPENDIX 1 – TARGET NOTES 
 
T1  
 
Strip of mature trees along banks of River Garry, consisting of common alder (Alnus 
glutinosa), ash (Fraxinus excelsior), oak (Quercus sp.) and willow (Salix spp.).  
 
This strip provides a valuable buffer to the river, part of River Tay SAC, as well as 
offering habitat for otter, bats, insects and a range of birds. 
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APPENDIX 2 – SURVEY PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
 
Improved 
grassland at H28, 
Blair Atholl. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Riparian trees 
along River Garry, 
Blair Atholl H28  
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APPENDIX 3 – PHASE 1 CODES 
 

PHASE 1 CODE  Description 

A1.1.1 Broadleaved woodland - semi-natural 

A1.1.2 Broadleaved woodland - plantation 

A1.2.1 Coniferous woodland - semi-natural 

A1.2.2 Coniferous woodland - plantation 

A1.3.1 Mixed woodland - semi-natural 

A1.3.2 Mixed woodland - plantation 

A2.1 Scrub - dense/continuous 

A2.2 Scrub - scattered 

A3.1 Parkland/scattered trees – broad-leaved 

A3.2 Parkland/scattered trees - coniferous 

A3.3 Parkland/scattered trees – mixed 

A4.1 Broadleaved woodland – recently felled 

A4.2 Coniferous woodland – recently felled 

A4.3 Mixed woodland – recently felled 

B1.1 Acid grassland – unimproved 

B1.2 Acid grassland – semi-improved 

B2.1 Neutral grassland – unimproved 

B2.2 Neutral grassland - semi-improved 

B3.1 Calcareous grassland – unimproved 

B3.2 Calcareous grassland – semi-improved 

B4 Improved grassland 

B5 Marsh/marshy grassland 

C1.1 Tall herb & fen – bracken continuous 

C1.2 Tall herb & fen – bracken scattered 

C3.1 Other tall herb and fern - ruderal 

D1.1 Dry dwarf shrub heath - acid 

G2 Running water 

J1.1 Cultivated/disturbed land – arable 

J1.2 Cultivated/disturbed land – amenity grassland 

J1.3 Cultivated/disturbed land – ephemeral/short perennial 

J1.4 Cultivated/disturbed land – introduced shrub 

J2.1.1 Intact hedge – native species rich 

J2.1.2 Intact hedge – species poor 

J2.3.2 Hedge with trees – species-poor 

J2.4 Fence 

J2.5 Wall 

J2.6 Dry ditch 

J3.6 Built-up areas - buildings 

J4 Bare ground 
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Summary 
 
 
1. As part of the process of considering the suitability of Site Blair Atholl i1, for 
inclusion into the Local Development Plan, the Cairngorms National Park Authority 
(CNPA) has commissioned Landcare NorthEast to undertake a desktop study and 
initial ecological survey.  

 
 

2. A desktop study and subsequent ecological survey was conducted at Site Blair 
Atholl i1 in March 2011. 
 
 
3. The proposed development site is located at NN870653 in the small town of Blair 
Atholl and comprises approximately 0.36ha. 
 
4. The site consists mainly of tarmac surfacing (J4) for access and car parking for the 
train station (J3.6) and parking for a small shop. There is a small area of amenity 
grassland (J1.2) with ornamental trees and shrubs in the centre of the site. 
 
5. No notable plant species (those of UK conservation concern - see UK list of 
Vascular Plants of Conservation Concern http://www.ukbap.org.uk  - or those listed 
on the Cairngorms LBAP list of priority species) were noted.    
 
 
6. The site may provide limited bat foraging habitat. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 
Background 
 
1.1 In order to make an assessment on ecological impacts of developments of sites 
that have been presented for inclusion in the Cairngorms Local Development Plan, 
CNPA require desktop studies and ecological surveys of each site to be undertaken. 
 
1.2 With regard to this, an extended Phase 1 survey and habitat suitability 
assessment was conducted at Site Blair Atholl i1. 
 
1.3 The site is located at NN870653 in the small town of Blair Atholl and comprises 
approximately 0.36ha. 
 
1.4 The survey work was conducted by Steff Ferguson and Flora Grigor-Taylor, both 
experienced wildlife surveyors, chartered environmentalists and members of IEEM. 
 

 

 
Existing Data 
 
1.5 A review of the data held on the National Biodiversity Network (NBN) gateway 
was undertaken to identify species of conservation concern that have been recorded 
on the proposed development site.  
 
1.6 NBN results 
 
Occurring within the 10km square the site is located in: 
 

Goldeneye 

Twite 

Hen harrier 

Black grouse 

Capercaillie 

Redshank 

Lapwing 

Freshwater pearl mussel 

Mason bee 

Scottish wildcat 

Kentish glory 

Otter 

Badger 
 
 
At 2km square level: 
 

Northern brown argus 

Pearl bordered fritillary 
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At 1km square level: 
 

Atlantic salmon 

Red squirrel 

Pipistrelle bat spp. 

Brown/long-eared bat spp. 
 

 
Designated Sites 
 
1.7 There are no statutory designations on the land surveyed.  
 

 
 

2.0 Survey 
 
Method  
 
2.1 An ecological survey was undertaken on the site in March 2011. 
 
2.2 A Phase 1 Habitat Mapping & Protected Species Survey, also referred to as an 
Extended Phase 1 Ecological Survey, was undertaken for the site. Standard Phase 1 
methodology was used, including detailed target notes of notable plant species 
(those of conservation concern; also those listed on the Cairngorms LBAP list of 
priority species).   
 
2.3 An assessment of the habitat suitability within the proposed development site for 
mammal species was also undertaken. 
 
2.4 The standard optimal time to undertake an Extended Phase 1 Survey is between 
April and the end of September. The survey time of early March was therefore 
outwith the optimal time, and where potential for botanical interest was noted, further 
survey may be necessary to provide adequate information on a site. 
 
2.5 The habitats are described by the use of target notes, annotated to the survey 

map (see Fig.1). Common species names and scientific names (Stace C (1997) New 

Flora of the British Isles. Second Ed. Cambridge University Press.) are given in the 

text below. 

 
Results 
 

Vegetation 
 
2.6 This site consists mainly of tarmac car parking for a small shop, housed in a 
wooden building near the main road, and the train station and associated access and 
parking to the north of the site.  
 
2.7 There is a small area of improved grassland and ornamental trees and shrubs 
such as Leyland cypress (× Cupressocyparis leylandii), snowberry (Symphoricarpos 
albus), sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), yew (Taxus baccata) and willows (Salix 
spp.) in the centre of the site. 
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Fauna 
 
2.8 No species of conservation concern and/or listed on the Cairngorms LBAP list of 
priority species were noted on site. 
 
Fig 1 Survey Map 

 
 

3.0 Assessment of Habitat Suitability for Mammals 
 
3.1 The site itself offers no suitable breeding habitat for otter, water vole, bat and red 
squirrel. No badger setts were observed.   
 
3.2 The buildings on site may offer potential for bat roosts. There may be limited 
foraging opportunity for bats. 

 
 
 

4.0 References 

JNCC. 1990. Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey − a technique for environmental 
audit.   2007 edition. Nature Conservancy Council  

Stace, C.A. 1997. New Flora of the British Isles. 2nd Edition. Cambridge University 
Press. 
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APPENDIX 1 – TARGET NOTES 
 
T1  
 
Small area of amenity grassland (J1.2) , ornamental trees and shrubs such as 
Leyland cypress (× Cupressocyparis leylandii), snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus), 
sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), yew (Taxus baccata) and willows (Salix spp.) in 
the centre of the site, the remainder of which consist of access road, car parking and 
buildings. 
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APPENDIX 2 – SURVEY PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
 
Blair Atholl i1 – Car parking and small shop in foreground, amenity green & 
ornamental trees & shrubs behind, with station to the rear. 
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APPENDIX 3 – PHASE 1 CODES 
 

PHASE 1 CODE  Description 

A1.1.1 Broadleaved woodland - semi-natural 

A1.1.2 Broadleaved woodland - plantation 

A1.2.1 Coniferous woodland - semi-natural 

A1.2.2 Coniferous woodland - plantation 

A1.3.1 Mixed woodland - semi-natural 

A1.3.2 Mixed woodland - plantation 

A2.1 Scrub - dense/continuous 

A2.2 Scrub - scattered 

A3.1 Parkland/scattered trees – broad-leaved 

A3.2 Parkland/scattered trees - coniferous 

A3.3 Parkland/scattered trees – mixed 

A4.1 Broadleaved woodland – recently felled 

A4.2 Coniferous woodland – recently felled 

A4.3 Mixed woodland – recently felled 

B1.1 Acid grassland – unimproved 

B1.2 Acid grassland – semi-improved 

B2.1 Neutral grassland – unimproved 

B2.2 Neutral grassland - semi-improved 

B3.1 Calcareous grassland – unimproved 

B3.2 Calcareous grassland – semi-improved 

B4 Improved grassland 

B5 Marsh/marshy grassland 

C1.1 Tall herb & fen – bracken continuous 

C1.2 Tall herb & fen – bracken scattered 

C3.1 Other tall herb and fern - ruderal 

D1.1 Dry dwarf shrub heath - acid 

G2 Running water 

J1.1 Cultivated/disturbed land – arable 

J1.2 Cultivated/disturbed land – amenity grassland 

J1.3 Cultivated/disturbed land – ephemeral/short perennial 

J1.4 Cultivated/disturbed land – introduced shrub 

J2.1.1 Intact hedge – native species rich 

J2.1.2 Intact hedge – species poor 

J2.3.2 Hedge with trees – species-poor 

J2.4 Fence 

J2.5 Wall 

J2.6 Dry ditch 

J3.6 Built-up areas - buildings 

J4 Bare ground 
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Summary 
 
 
1. As part of the process of considering the suitability of Site Cromdale Kirk Road, for 
inclusion into the Local Development Plan, the Cairngorms National Park Authority 
(CNPA) has commissioned Landcare NorthEast to undertake a desktop study and 
initial ecological survey.  

 
 

2. A desktop study and subsequent ecological survey was conducted at Site 
Cromdale Kirk Road in March 2011. 
 
 
3. The proposed development site is located at NJ071286 and comprises 
approximately 4.36ha. 
 
 
4. The main habitat is arable farmland.  
 
 
5. No notable plant species (those of UK conservation concern - see UK list of 
Vascular Plants of Conservation Concern http://www.ukbap.org.uk  - or those listed 
on the Cairngorms LBAP list of priority species) were noted.    
 
 
6. The site may provide bat and badger foraging habitat. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 
Background 
 
1.1 In order to make an assessment on ecological impacts of developments of sites 
that have been presented for inclusion in the Cairngorms Local Development Plan, 
CNPA require desktop studies and ecological surveys of each site to be undertaken. 
 
1.2 With regard to this, an extended Phase 1 survey and habitat suitability 
assessment was conducted at Site Cromdale Kirk Road.  
 
1.3 The site is located at NJ071286 and comprises approximately 4.36ha. 
 
1.4 The survey work was conducted by Steff Ferguson and Flora Grigor-Taylor, both 
experienced wildlife surveyors, chartered environmentalists and members of IEEM. 
 

 

Existing Data 
 
1.5 A review of the data held on the National Biodiversity Network (NBN) gateway 
was undertaken to identify species of conservation concern that have been recorded 
on the proposed development site.  
 
1.6 NBN results 
 
Occurring within the 10km square in which the site is located: 

Goldeneye 

Twite 

Hen harrier 

Scottish crossbill 

Black grouse 

Capercaillie 

Pearl bordered fritillary 

Twinflower 

Aspen bracket fungus 

Pine hoverfly 

Northern damselfly 

Aspen hoverfly 

Freshwater pearl mussel 

Blunt-leaved bristle moss 

Water vole 

Scottish wildcat 

Kentish glory 

Dark-bordered beauty 

Cousin German 

Netted mountain moth 

Badger 

Pipistrelle bat spp. 

Daubentons bat 

Natterers bat 

Brown/long-eared bat spp. 
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At 2km square level: 

Redshank 

Lapwing 

Northern brown argus 

Atlantic salmon 

Otter 
 
 
At 1km square level: 
 Red squirrel 
 
 

Designated Sites 
 
1.7 There are no statutory designations on the land surveyed.  
 
1.8 The long distance Speyside Way route skirts the site to the north along the 
dismantled railway line. 
 

 
 

2.0 Survey 
 
Method  
 
2.1 An ecological survey was undertaken on the site in March 2011. 
 
2.2 A Phase 1 Habitat Mapping & Protected Species Survey, also referred to as an 
Extended Phase 1 Ecological Survey, was undertaken for the site. Standard Phase 1 
methodology was used, including detailed target notes of notable plant species 
(those of conservation concern; also those listed on the Cairngorms LBAP list of 
priority species).   
 
2.3 An assessment of the habitat suitability within the proposed development site for 
mammal species was also undertaken. 
 
2.4 The standard optimal time to undertake an Extended Phase 1 Survey is between 
April and the end of September. The survey time of early March was therefore 
outwith the optimal time, and where potential for botanical interest was noted, further 
survey may be necessary to provide comprehensive information on a site. 
 
2.5 The habitats are described by the use of target notes, annotated to the survey 

map (see Fig.1). Common species names and scientific names (Stace C (1997) New 

Flora of the British Isles. Second Ed. Cambridge University Press.) are given in the 

text below. 

 

 

Results 
 

Vegetation 
 
2.6 This site comprises a large field of arable farmland.  
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Fauna 
 
2.7 No species of conservation concern and/or listed on the Cairngorms LBAP list of 
priority species were noted on site. 
 
Fig 1 Survey Map 

 

 
 
 

3.0 Assessment of Habitat Suitability for Mammals 
 
3.1 The site itself offers no suitable breeding habitat for otter, water vole, bat or red 
squirrel. No badger setts were observed.  There may be foraging opportunity for 
badger and bats here. 

 
 

4.0 References 

JNCC. 1990. Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey − a technique for environmental 
audit.   2007 edition. Nature Conservancy Council  

Stace, C.A. 1997. New Flora of the British Isles. 2nd Edition. Cambridge University 
Press. 
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APPENDIX  – SURVEY PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
 
Arable field, 
Cromdale Kirk 
Road 
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APPENDIX 3 – PHASE 1 CODES 
 

PHASE 1 CODE  Description 

A1.1.1 Broadleaved woodland - semi-natural 

A1.1.2 Broadleaved woodland - plantation 

A1.2.1 Coniferous woodland - semi-natural 

A1.2.2 Coniferous woodland - plantation 

A1.3.1 Mixed woodland - semi-natural 

A1.3.2 Mixed woodland - plantation 

A2.1 Scrub - dense/continuous 

A2.2 Scrub - scattered 

A3.1 Parkland/scattered trees – broad-leaved 

A3.2 Parkland/scattered trees - coniferous 

A3.3 Parkland/scattered trees – mixed 

A4.1 Broadleaved woodland – recently felled 

A4.2 Coniferous woodland – recently felled 

A4.3 Mixed woodland – recently felled 

B1.1 Acid grassland – unimproved 

B1.2 Acid grassland – semi-improved 

B2.1 Neutral grassland – unimproved 

B2.2 Neutral grassland - semi-improved 

B3.1 Calcareous grassland – unimproved 

B3.2 Calcareous grassland – semi-improved 

B4 Improved grassland 

B5 Marsh/marshy grassland 

C1.1 Tall herb & fen – bracken continuous 

C1.2 Tall herb & fen – bracken scattered 

C3.1 Other tall herb and fern - ruderal 

D1.1 Dry dwarf shrub heath - acid 

G2 Running water 

J1.1 Cultivated/disturbed land – arable 

J1.2 Cultivated/disturbed land – amenity grassland 

J1.3 Cultivated/disturbed land – ephemeral/short perennial 

J1.4 Cultivated/disturbed land – introduced shrub 

J2.1.1 Intact hedge – native species rich 

J2.1.2 Intact hedge – species poor 

J2.3.2 Hedge with trees – species-poor 

J2.4 Fence 

J2.5 Wall 

J2.6 Dry ditch 

J3.6 Built-up areas - buildings 

J4 Bare ground 
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