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Cairngorms National Park Authority
Albert Memorial [ Iall

Stalion Squaie

Ballater

AB35 508

Dear Sirs

08/272/CP Beat of Garten Wood housing proposals

The Caimgorms Campaign maintains its previous objection to this proposcd
development, ' |

! ’ _ -
The Cairngorms Campaign furthor objects {o the above proposal as it is in

conflict with the founding aims of the National Park and contrary to policies
contained within the recently adopted CNPA Local Plan for safeguarding
landscape, rctaining biodiversily, and protecting and cnhancing wative
woodlands. FPolicles 3 and 4 of the new Cai:mgcrﬂis National Park Locat Plan
are inconsistent with this proposal, given existing knowladge on protected
species within this wood, |

The Scottish Planning Policy 2010 states: (146} “Anclent and seminatural
woodland is an bnportant ancl irreplaceable national resource that should be
protected and enrhanced, as should other mative and long catablished
woodlands with high nature conservation value, The Scotiish Forestry Sirafegy
identifies the protection of woodlands of high biodiversity value as an

important consideration in the development management process. Woodland

of high nature conservation vatue should be identified in development plans
along with relevant policies for its protection and enhancement.”




Wondland provides an impoilant part of the landscape setting to the village of
Boat of Garten, The pinewoods of Strathspey support nationally signilicant
biodiversity interests including, for example, the most important popwdation in
Scotland of the endangered capercaillie, the largest member of the grouse
family, These woods are home to birds like cvossbills and crested tits,
mammals like red squirrels, and other special and profected species referred to
in the Cairngorms Tweal Biodiversity Action Plan; they are also on the Scottish
Riodiversity List. These pinewoods should be treasured for the bencfits they
provide and not subject to development detrimental to the interest of [ulure
generalions.

We consider that tourism in protected arcas depends on maintaining a high
quality of envirormenlal and cultuval condilions: in this case (hat relates not
only o the woodland itself but to the built environment, both of which are
recognised as conlribuling to the special qualities of the National Park.
Adding a relatively large housing estate to the periphery of the village in the
form of an unsympathetic expansion into native woodland is not consistent
with high quality development.

This proposal, if approved, would irreplaccably damage the environmental
capital; it is not worthy of the Caimgorms National Park and should be
refused. ‘

Yours sincerely

Dr Iain A. Roboertson

Acting Convencr, Cairngorms Campaign
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Prear Mr Stewart

Planning Application 08/272/CY - Iireciion of 73 Houses, ete, Boat uf Garten
IRSPB Seotland wishes to objeet o the above application for the reasons sctout below, .

1 ‘Phis application is the latest of several housing proposais in the last 15 years or so on the ground Lo
e souih and woest of Boat of Garten. Censistently, the concerns of RSPE Scotland have centred
upton the effect of these various proposals upon capercaillic. This species is listed under Avmex |
af the KET Birds Divective und, as such, Moember Slates arc required to take "special conservation
meastires concorning thelr habitat in order lo ensure their survival and reproduction in lheir area
of distribution” {Arlicle 4}, '

2 . ‘The liuat of Garten woods kold an important popuiation of capercaiilie — perhaps 1% of the UK
papidalion. In addition, the woods also occupy a strategie position between the Special Prolection
Aveas of Kinveachy, Abemelhy and Craigmore and, as such, help (o facikitate movements between
hyose farger populations. Accordingly, any propesal in the woeds having a significant adverse
offoct upon capercaillic is [ikely to be felt both locally and within Strathispey as a whote.

3 Several recent studics in Abernethy, Glenmore, Anagach snd Boat of Garlen woods have shown a
clear negative correlation Delween fhe presenee of fracks/recreation and capevoalilie. Honsing
develupments in woods on the edge of seitfements are particularly worrylng as ihey increase
disturbance in two ways. Firstly, by displacing existing recreation from the footprint of the new
developmen tself anmd, secondly, by introducing more people and dogs into the area thereby
increasing the folal amount of recreation. Both these cffects are fikely to push recreation pressure
further into the woods and, aceordingly, without mitigation, this current proposal weuld have an
adverse impact upon the capercaillie in Boal of Garten waods,

4 Both the carvently adopted Badenoch & Strathspey Loeal Plan (September 1997} and the latest drail
of the Cairngorms Local Flan {August 2008} recognise the nalural heritage vahte of the Boat of
Ciarten woods and, whilst both aliocate some areas for developmaent, they do so with the proviso
that suificient measures are taken Lo safeguard these interests from recreational pressure. This
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current proposal does not have any accompanying mitigaiion and we [herelere conclude that
capercatilie will be adversely affected.

* In addition, this proposal dons not condorm to {he arca woned for housing in either the corwently

adopled local plan or the draft Cadjmngorms Local Pl
Congequently, we obiect to this proposs! since it would be damaging to capercaiilie snd decs nol
confonm to the local plan. ’

T hope that you find these comments of valvee and please get back to me if you wish lo discuss any of this
rospronse inomore detadl.

Yours sincerely

Siuart Benn
Senior Conservalion Olficer, South Hiphland

Oy rol:




Matthew Hawkins

Senior Heritage Officer
Cairngonms National Park Authority
14 The Square

Grantown ocn Spey

PH28 3HG

¥ March 2810 -

Dear Matthew
Flannlng appiication Ref: 08/272/CP — Housing at Boat of Garten
Many thanks for your lefler of 12 March regarding the shove application.

For many years lhere have been a number of planning applications for housas i this general area and
RSPE Scottand has objected {o all of them (the las! being in August 2008} because of the potenttal impact
upon capercailie. Howsver, in our response to the Cairngorms Local Plan Deposit Draft {September 2008}
we did inot make an 'in principle’ objsction to development here gs long as it was accompanied by suitable
rritigation to ensure ng Impact upoen capercaitiis.

However, this decision was based upaen the information avallable at the time and, as you point out, since
then new information has come o fight aif of which points towards Boat of Garten Waood being more
important for capercaillie than was previously thought. Accordingly, dus to the number of fekking birds, their
proportion of the national population and the recent breeding records, we now believe that Boat of Garten
Wood Is of major impartance both by ilself and within the context of the swmounding SPAs. in addition, given
this Importance, and the proximily of the capercalliia interest to any housing preposal, we no longer feel that
it is possible to mitigate lhe adverse effecis arising from this development proposal sufficiently to imeef the
tests of the Habliate Reguiations which apply here.. '

There does seem o have been some confusion about the position of RSPE Scotland given the number of
diffierent planning appfications and sur response to the Local Pian Daposit Draft. Howsever, for the avoidance
of doutt, wa chiect ic the above apgllcation.




Yours sincerely

Stuart Benn
Conservation Officer, South Hightand

Our red:




Meil Stowart

Planming and Development Control
Catrngorms National Park Authority
Albert hMemorial Hall

Station Square

Ballater

Abordoonshire

26 August 2008

Drear Wir Stewart

Planning Applicalion 08/272/CT* — Erection of 73 Houses, clc, Boal of Garlen

B5PI Scotland wishes Lo objec Io the above applicalion for the veasens set out belaw.

1

-

This application is the latest of several housing proposals in the last 15 years or so on the ground fo
the south and waest of Boal of Garten. Consistently, the concerns of RSP Scotland have contred
upon the effect of these various proposats upon capercailtie. This species is listed under Annex 1
of the U Birds Directive and, os such, Member States are requiired to take "special conservation
measiires concerning their habitat in order to ensure their survival and reproduction in their area
of distribulion” {Aricle 4, _

The Boal of Garten woods hold an imporlanl popuiation of capercaillfe — perhiaps 1% of Lhe UK
popuiation. in addition, the woods also occupy a strategsic position belween the Special Protection
Areas of Kinveachy, Abernelhy and Cralgmore and, as such, help o facilitate movements between
these larger populations. Accordingly, any proposal in the woods having a significant adverse
offect upon capereaillie is Hiely to be folt both locally and within Strathspey as a whole.

Several recent studies in Abernethy, Glenmore, Anagach and Boat of Garten woads have shown a
clear negalive correlation between the presence of lracksfrecreation and capercaillie. Housing
developmenis in woods on the edge of sel{lements are parlicularly wortying as they increase
distwrbance in two ways. Tirstly, by displacing existing recreation from the footprint of the new
development itself and, secondly, by mtroducing more peeple and dogs inlo the arca thereby
increasing the total amount of recreation. Both these effects are [fkely to push recreation pressure
Lurther into the woods and, accordingly, without mitigation, this current proposal wouldd have an
adverse impact upon the capercaillie in Boat of Garten woods.

Hoth the currently adopted Badenoch & Strathspey Local Plan {S&p[ember 1997} aned the latest draft
of the Cafrngorms Local Plan (August 2008} recognise the natural heritage value of the Boal of
Garlen woods and, whilst both allocate some areas for development, they do so with the proviso
that sufficient measures are taken to safeguard these Inlerests from recreatioaal pressuve. This
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curront proposal does not have any accompanying mitigation and we therefore conclude that

vapercaitlie will be adversely aflecled.
In actdition, this proposal dows not comfore to the area roned for housing in cithor the carently

~ adopted local plan or the draft Cairngonns Local Plan.
6 Consequently, we objoct to this propesal since it would be damaping Lo capercaillie and does oot

cortforim ko the Jocal plan.

L4 |

Lhope that you find these comments of value and please got back b me # you wish 1o discuss any of this

response in more detail,

Yours sincetely

Stuari Borm
Senfor Conscrvation Officer, South TTighiand

Our ref:
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Pip Mackie

From: Meit Stewarl

Sent: 1% August 2008 12:29

To: : Fip Mackie

Sunject: - FW: boat of garien objections
rip

Could you acknowledge/process this as a rep, for 08/272/CP etc.

Ta
_ Calragonns National D Autloriy |
N, Planning Appicatian Mo, ag \ 272 l co
REPRESENTATION
Neil Stewart — 18 AU
Planning Officer - Development Management = e : B A o

Cairngerms Nationai Park Authority
Ground Floor, Albert Memorial Hall, Station Square, BALLATER, Aberdeenshire, AB35 5QB

Tel - {013397) 53604
Fax - {013397) 55334

neilstewart@cairngorms.ca.tik

WWWLCAIFNZOrTRS.CO. U

The information contained in this e-mail is confidential and intended for the exclusive use of thé'“‘-
individual(s) or organisation specified abave. Any unauthorised dissemination or copying of this é-mail;
mis-use or wrongful disclosure of information contained in it, is strictly prohibited and may be. Hiega
Piease notify the sender by return e-mail should you have received this e-mail in error,

Virus Warning: Although this emai and any attachments are believed to be free from virusés.
responsibility of the recipient to ensure that they are virus free. No responsibility is accep
Cairngorms National Park Authority for any loss or damage arising in any way from the

opening

From: Drennan Watsen [mailtordw@onetel.com]
Sent: 15 August 2008 (651

To: Neil Stewart

Subject: boat of garten objections




Dear tNeil Stewart,

Hightand Council Ref- 08/00188 FULRS
OBJECTION TG DAVALL DEVELOPMENTS - PLANNING APPLICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT OF
HOUSING ETC AT BOAT OF GARTEN -

VWe have been in detailed discussion with Badenoch and Strathspey Conservation Group over the above
development for some time and are concerned that this development proposal has reapppeared in a
somewhat altered form despite previous refusal. The grounds for objection by BSCG we find to be wel
founded and based on skilled and careful observation on the ground and sound knowledge of the issues
regarding habitat and species protection,To their reasoning, we woiild aiso point to the social damage that
is done to small communities by this kind and scale of development, as demonstrated by experience and

rasearch in areas lice the Alps.

We are therefore writing to rogister our DB}ECT?DN. to this development and will be happy to elaborate
Gh oUr reasens, o

Yours sincerely,

R Drennan Wyatsoh,
{Convenor)

Cairngorms National Paric Authority

The information contained in this e-mait is confidential and intended for the excluswe use of the
individual{s) or organisation specified above. Any unauthorised dissemination or copying of this e-mail, or
mis-ise or wrongfu! disclosure of information contained in it, is strictly prohibited and may be illegal.
Please notify the sender by return e-mail should you have received this e-mail in error.

Virus Warning: Although this email and any attachments are believed to be free from viruses, it is the
responsibility of the recipient to ensure that they are virus free. No responsibility is accapted by the
Cairngorms Nationai Park Authority for any foss or damage arising in any way frons their receipt or
opening

Spam, This e-mait has been scanned for Sparn. However if you feel that this is Spam please forward this

to mathnanage: @catrngm "ms.co. Uk
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Head of Planning

Calrngorms National Park Authority
Ground Floor

Albert Memorial Hall

Station Sguare ’

Ballatet

AB35 5QE

14 Augeest 2008

Dear Sk,

Planning Application for Housing Devefopment at Boat of Garten

| refer fa the current planning application for housing deveiopment at Boat of
Garten, inverness-shire.

SCNP previously objected to a similar application on 17 September 2003
whan delermination was the responsibllity of the Badenosh and Sirathspey
Area Planning Commities of Highland Caouncil.

Given that the current application gives rise infer alia lo similar concerns over

affects on Schedule 1 bird species, albeit there is a small re::ﬁ.ncti_un in
housing units from previously, we wish to object strongly to this appilication.

Yours sincerely

Robert Maund | !_,_gﬁiﬂ}gﬁﬁﬁg Nﬂﬁéna; Park Authority

Chairman Planning Apptication No. {_‘)%I 299 le’
REPRESENTATION - ;
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DAVALL DEVELOPMENTS - PLANNING APPLICATION FOR

DEVELOPMENT OF HOUSING ETC, BOAT OF GARTEN

We have previously objected to large housing development n Boat of Garten
on 27 September 2005 and 15 August 2608 for natural and cultural heritage
reasons, Now with ihe Reporters’ findings from the T.ocal Inquiry supporling
our previous concerns {thal large parcels of land should not be allocated o
new housing in {hese sensilive raral locations we fect doubly concerncd about
the whole nature of the sbove propesal in (his tural village seliing, We
therefore wish fo sustain our objection and would be pleascd for you (o record
this facf.

Yours sincerely

Bill Melermott




fE8) BOAT OF GARTEN COMMUNITY HALL

Please reply to:
5 Dramukie Mill
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Dear Si_r.

Appiication by Davall Davelopments for erection of 73 Houses etc
on Land adjolning Boat of Garfen to the South West

| wiite on behel of the Directors of Boat of Garten Commuﬁity Hall in response to our
Neighbour Notification dated 11 July 2008.

Wao ohisct sivongly to onte aspect of the proposed scheme:

When the CNPA Planning Commiliee granted planning consent for the new Community Hall
it made it a candition that, should housing development take place on the site now proposed,
vehicular access should be provided io the Hall from this site and the existing vehicular
access via Cralgle Avenue should be used for pedestian traffic only.

Previous plans for development on the site satisfied this condition and showed the provision
of a road enfering the Hall car park from the wast on the noith side of the hiatl.

The latest plans have removed this road and now show a road terminating on the east side
of the applicanis’ site, to the south of the Hall, and outside the Hall's boundary.

In order to gain access to the Hall car park from this direction it would be necessary to put n
a road {presumably made up fo HC standards) along the fine of the present path running
. Eastest outside our boundary and somehow enter five carpark on the East side of the Hall.

This was the suggestion made by lhe Applicants at their public presentation on gt Juiy?.
This would be guite unacceptable for the following reasons:

o This would be a roundabout, wasteftl and exiremely inconvenient way of accessing
the Halt.

» The proposad road does not terminate against the Hall's boundary. The Communiy
Hall does not own or contro! the iand on which the road would have 1o be built.

o The Community Hall could not fund the cost of pulting in such a road and should not
be expected fo do so. )

o Such & road would destroy the present well-used present pedesirianieycle track
which the Hall was required by CNPA to supply as a connection betwaen the Village
and the woodland,

s If would also deslroy the existing pedestrianfcycle track running EasifWest hetween
the Playing Fleld and the woodiand.




o i would adversely affect the amenity nf the Hair Lounge to have Iraffic pass;ng
cidside the windows.

The only acceptable way of providing the access to the Hall car park, as requ;red Iy CNPA,
is via a road terminating af the Hal's West buundaw on the North of the Hall as Indicated i in
ihe Applicant’s previous submgssiorn.

Please note that the maps fodged by the applicants and dated January 2008 are
considerabily out of date. They fall completely to show the position of the Community .
Hall {completed August 2007) or the new Children’s Piaypark. Instead they Indicate the
position of the old piay area and also some extension of Craigie Avenue which doesn't
axist.

ii is possibly for this reason that the appicants are r:m{'fuaed ahout ownership of land
and kelieve that their proposed road terminates at the Cammuinity Hall boundary, i
does not. it terminates against land owned by the Estate,

It witl be impossible to undesstand the plans prnﬁeriy untess these maps are updated.

Yours sincerely,

iain C Murray (Chalrman)

Boat of Garten Community Hatl is a olatlfabic comprany fiilked by
guarsples, Beplelored in Scolignd Mo: SC2ETTES - Scelfish Chatily Mo, SCO3668z2
Reggsterad offico: Maceod & MacGaliun, 28 Quecnsgale, nvernoss, VT Y
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12™ Augnst 2008

Drear Sir
G8ANSRFULDBS
Appimatmn for Mull Planniag Permission: Erection of 73 Houses, Land 260m woest
of football ficld, (‘mlgm Avenee, Boal of Garéen.

T object to the above planning application for the foliowing reasons:

Destraction of and inerenzed distarbance to pinewood habifad

‘The proposed development would requine the desteuction of an 2rea of native Scots pinewood hahitat thal
has a rich understorey of dwarl’ shrubs. It would also further encroach the zone of disturbance intu the
romaining woodland. '

This ltabitat in this arca has an important function in supporting the viability of the popakbation of
capereaifiic, which use the network of weodlunds in the localify, including the neighboucing 5PAs of
Kinveachy, Abstnethy and Craipmore. The luss of woodiand snd the introduction of more dishibance, not
only from people, but by thoir assoclsted dops and cats, is likely to have 2 significant eftbct upon the
intearity of the habital For and the population of capercatllie ir the area.

o CThe proposed developmnent in therefore contrary 1o the first aim-of the Cairngorms National Park,
namely, “To conscrve and enhwmcs the nataral and cxllural heritage of the ques”.

a L proposed development is slse contrary to tho Wild Birds Divective (Y3/40%RRC), which slatus
that the maintensnce of habitets shall inciude "opkeep and management in sceordances with the
ceological needs of habitats inside and vulside the pretooted sones” (Article 3. The Directive also
sirtes that Annex [ spocics (ke copercaillic) "must be subject to pavticutaty stringont soruting® and
requite "spucisl conservalion meastres concerning their habitat in urd::r to crsure thelr survival and

repraduction in their area of distribulion" {Atficle 4).

o The propesed development is also contrary {o a commitment piven within the UK
Viorest Purtnership for Action, which was signed by the Scotlish Fxecutive at (he
Windd Summit on Sustainable Devclopment in Johannesburg in 2002,

The-Commitment, given in the fifth aven of activity, namely Forest Restoration and
Protection siaies:




“The confinuing deforestation and degradation of the world's forcal resource reming & major conRceti, ad
" Ineriased fingmentation jeapardises the survival of forests and the services they provide. [listoric
degradation of our wondbnd resoures las lef us with littic natueal fores! cover..... This reaining area is
threaienad iy furlher changes in land use, and the potential ivpacts of elomate change, The qualily and ares
of nalive woodland necds to be invteased in the UK, with 2 focus on improving the levels of biadiversity
st other bencfits ™

“The Partnership is commiiled Lo the restoration, profection and cxpansion of native
woodbatds in the UK Y :

s ‘The propused development is also contrary fo “Sustainablc Norestry, The UK
Programme.” (Presented to Parliament January 1994)

Specificatly:

Pagc 8, 3.11, “Our woodlands and forests are subject (¢ a number of pressures wich
threaten their health and servival,...development pressure for housing and other needs
would iead to further losses if not regulated. For this reason the Governimont operales a
goneral presumplion against conversion of woodiands and forests to ofher uses.”

Page 14, 3.20. “Against this background, the Government’s clirent policies are: To
operate a geneval presumption against the conversion of weodlands and forests {o other
uses.”

o The proposed development is also contrary o the advice contained within NPPG 14
para 51, namely, “Planning anthorities should seek to proteet ... arcas of wondland
where they have nalural heritape value or contribute (o {he character or amently of a
particulat focality.” Those values are present in the woodland on the application site.

» The proposed develupment is also contrary to Policy 5 Protected Species of the
CNPA Deposit Local Plan, which is a materia] consideration, This states,
“Developmont should avoid causing any harm to any Hurepean Protected Species™
which includes the capercaitlic ... unless “imperative reasons of overriding public
intcrest” apply @nd “there is no alternative solution”.

In this case, there is no imperative reason to provide 41 market value houses, indeed there
are compeHing reasons concerned with cxcessive rates of growth, inappropriate
cramming and distortion of the community, as well as the environmental reasons outlined
above, not lo provide such a large number of such houses. Nor is it the case that “there is
no allerrative solution” for the entire development. The pivewoods at Boat of Garten are
fargeled for developwent becatse that is the wish of the tandowner, in contradistinction
to thase area allocated for housing within the CNPA Consultative Dvafl Local Plan.
Shoutd this application be granted consent, it wiil be because the wishes ol the landowner
have prevaited over that of the planning anthority and environmental concerns and
policics.




Yours sincerely

Roy Tursbull
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20 DEC 2000
Dear Andrew . .
PoW pEcmsn - i

Boat of Garten 08272CF (formerly OS/GCISR/FIILBS)

Application for Fuil Planning Permission: Evection of 73 Houses and six plots, provision of
primary school site; asseeinted amenity ground, roads and footways,
Land 2000 west of football tield, Craigie Avenue, Boat of Garlen.

1 refer you to my previeus objections, dated 12" Angust 2008, ref. 08/001881ULBS, which T wish to
maintain,

| make the following additional objections to this planning application:
1. ‘The proposal is contrary to the provisions of the adopted CNPA Laocal Flan,

The findings of the Local Plan Inquiry, published Docember 2009, {relerence PLI para, 56,1 — 56.34]
anxd the CNPA response 1o the PLI with vespect fo this site led to the allocation for housing on this sile
being removed from the Local Plan, :

The CNPA stated, fpara. 1.5 p.244/5] “the CNPA can accept that the alocation of a large
housing site at this location would not follow the advice given in the Landscape Capacity Study
and can therefore agree that the site should be removed” end {para, 1.7 p.243] “In summary, in
light of the landscaps capacity constraints and the need to adopt the precautionary principie,
CNPA can accept that the site does not meet the tests of effectiveness set out in SPP3, CNPA
therefore accept that the site should be removed from the Locai Plian.”

‘I'ke ‘T'own and Couniry Pianning (Scatland) Act 1997, seetion 37 (2} siales, "In dealing with such
an application the authorily shall have regard to the provisions of the development plan, so far
as material to the application, and to any other mateiial considerations.”

It is noted that the reasons piven by the CNPA to aveept the reconuncndations of the reporiers include
considerations of landscape as well as application of the prevautionary principle with respect Lo impucts
on capercaillis.

I'he application relates (o a “dwellings major” development type and delermination is being made justa
fow momnths after the adoption of the Local Pian. The requivement provided for in Sectiont 37 (2) of tie
Town and Country Planning {Scothad) Act 1997 could, therefore, hardly have greater force, ‘The
spproval of this application in such circumstances would represent a wholesalc disregard for good
planning practice.




2. The application is contrary to the provisions of the adopied Cairngorms Nationsl Park
Plan 20667

The Cairngorms Nationa!l Park Plan identifies 6.1 Conserving and Enkaucing Biediversity and
Landscapes™ us onc of seven "Prisrities for Action for 2007-2012" [CNI'P poi].

This Prjority 6.1 includes

ii§) The location, seale, layout, and design of all new development will snake a posifive contribution
fo the nataral, caltural and bailt tandscapes of the Parlc... [CNPP p9I].

- The CNPA has seeepted “the allocation of a large housing site at this location would not follow
the advice given in the Landscape Capacity Study” and that therefore this site would not make a
posilive coniribution o (he nateval, cultural and buill landscapes of the Park... . Tlence, this application is
contrary {o the provisions of ihe adopted Cairngorms National Park Plan with tespeet Lo i) landseape,

This Prierity 6.1 also includes,

iv) Species and habitats ilenfified as the kighest priorities in the Cairngorms Loeal Biodiversity
Action Pla, the UK and Scottish Species Framework will be praofected and wader aciive
conservation management, [CNTT pdi),

Such speeies include a) capercaiilie {very hiph) b) red squirrel (very high} and o) cresied (it (high and
locally important), all of which either oceur upon or will be adversely affected by the propozed
development (for evidence see, for example, BSCG response). Hence, this applicalion is contitary to the
provisions of the adopted Cairnporms National Park Plan with respeet o iv) Cairngorms LBAP etc.
Aigo, within the CNPP, the "Asetion Programme 2007-2012" for 6.1 Conserving and Enhancing
Biodiversity and Landseapes” inciudes [page 94]"3d 'T'he ILocal Pian and development controt
proceduves will ensare that sl approved developments profect the parl’s special qualifies and site
design plans for development will make a positive contribution 1o bisdiversity as appropriaie to
their location.”

Those “special gualities” indubilably include native pine woodlands and their nssociated biodiversity.
‘This proposal requires the deshuction of these special qualitics and clearly thercfore does not protect
themn. This proposal also requires the destruction of the proposed development site’s biodiversity and {he
inereased disturbance of il in the remaining woodland, The devclopment therefore clearly cannot in HILY
way makc a positive contribution to bindiversity, befng severally amd cumuldatively negative in that
rcspect. : : '

3. The propoesed developrent is contrary to Section 94} of 1he Wildlife and Countryside Act,
- 1981

The Scottish Government, J uly 2008, slaied,

"Red squirrels ... are protecied undor Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981. Section 9(4) of the Acl makes it an offence to intentionally or reckicssly damage a
- Ted squirrel drey." "any advice to developers will necd to be clear that neither we nor
SNH are in a position to grant a licence that would allow the disturbance of the dwelling
place of a Schedule 5 species for the purposoes of deveiopment."




the CNPA has been informed of the location of red squirre} dreys on the development
“site, several of which this proposed development would disturb, damage or destroy.
" Granting of planning permission for this development would theretore be unlawful,

See also Scottish Planning Policy, February 2010, para. 144:

“144. Planning permission must not be granted for development that would be Bkely to have an
adverse effect on a spedies protected under the Wildiife and Countryside Act 1081 unless the
development is required for preserving public heatlth or priblic safety”

4. Scottish Planning Policy, February 2010

T refer you o para, 146

446, Ancient and semi-natural woodiand is an important and irreplaceable national resource thai
~ should be protected and enhanced, as shouid other native and long established woodiands wilh
high nature conservation value. The Scottish Forestty Sirateqy identifies the protection of
woodlands of high biodiversity vaiue as an important consideration in the devslopment
management process.”

5, Social and Economic Considerations
The 2001 Census records for Boat of Garten the following information:

75.5% ol the Boat population said their heaith was "good”. In Highland the figure was
70.8% and Scotland 67.9%. ' .

20 1% of Boat households had one or more cars. In Highland the figure was 74.9% and
Scotland 65.8%.

The populaiion of Boal of Garten was 6635, an jncrease of 16.5% on the 1991 figure. In
contrast, Highland region population grew by 2.5% and Scotland by 1.3% during the
same time.

17.7% of the Boat population was 14 or younger. In Highland the figure was 18.3% and
Scolland 17.9%.

Tn short, Boat ol Garten's population in 2001 was healthier, wealthicr, was growing much
faster and had about the same proportion of young folk as the rest of the [Tighlands or the
rest of Scotland. I know of no reason to suggest that maticrs have substantiully changed
in these rogards since 2001, Tn other words, Boat of Garten is an exceplionally lortunate
community compared with the rest of Highland or Scotiand.

Further, | Tighland Council's housing completion figures for Badenoch and Strathspey
record that, in the 31 years between 1976 and 2006, 176 houses were built in the Boat of
Garten seltfement arca. That is, over half of the 300 households in the Boat arca (recorded
in the 2001 census) were built during this time, It is not the case that Boat of Garien has
been starved of housing developmenl in recent decades.




However, the 2001 Census aiso showas:
Number of second/holiday homes: Boaf 27.7%, Highland 6.2%, Scotland 1,3%.

In as much as iherc is 4 housing constraint in Boat of Garten, the large humber of
second/holiday homes is largely the cause. Tlowever, the CNPA has done nothing to
amcliorate this situation and this present proposal for a far larper mumber of houses than
is required to furnish the needs of the community of Boat of Garten is a direct result of
that Iack of uction and is likely farther Lo cxacerbale it

Further, (he Consultative Dyafi of the CNPA Loeal Plan (October 2085) identified
potoitial areas for development to the north of the settlement, cutwith the woodlands,
The old communily centre may also provide some potential for housing for the rolatively
small nutmber of social housing units required Lo seive the community of Boat of Garten.

I draw your aliention (o these facts about the Boat of Garten scltlement since you will be
aware of the situation with respect to capereaillic interests (which I will not repeat here)
and of the requirements of the Habitats and Birds Directive for Annex!species such as
capercaillie. '

The Dircetive requires that “A development that would have an adverse cffeet on the
- conservation interests for which 2 Natura 2000 site has been designated” (in this casc
capercaillie) “should onlky be permitted where:"

« Mthere is no alicrnative solntion, and”

+ "there are imperative reasons of over-riding public interest, inclnding those of
a social or economic nature”

In this case, were the CNPA (o be minded (o grand planning permission, it would be
required fo show how such “imperative reasons .. existed when this application is to a
large exlent concerned with the provision of far more dwellings than the seftlement of
Boat of Garten requires for its own community, particularly when that sclticment was
already onc of the most favoured in Scotland and alternalive sites exist that could provide
for those communily interests. Accommodating the economic constraints of the developer
and landowner cannot be cquated with “iimperative reasons of over-riding public
intorest”,

In short, there are no “imperative reasons of over-iding public interest” related 10 this
application and it follows from the Directive thal it should not be granted permission.

Yours sincerely, Roy Turnbull
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1 writc fo object to the [utest Planning Application for Residential Dﬁﬂpﬁlﬁﬂt at i3oat of
Garten Wouod, Boat of Garlen. My objcction is on iwe grounds, that such a large residential
development is unsuitable for a small village, particnlarly ono which thrives on tourism, and
for the loss of a beauliful piece of wood which serves as recrention [or the viflage as.well as
being an important habitat for onr wildlife.

1 ran 5 momtuineering busincss in Boat of Gatien. My clients obvicusly cone here becanse
of the fine mountaing, but also because Strathspey is a beantifsl vonue. And in the cvoning
they often go for a genila sivoll on the footpaths in the woods behind my house, They me
hardly going to walk through a housing scheme. Nol only my clients, but many pther visitors
and locals walk in the woods, T usaally see folk out walking in the wood, yonng families, folic
with dogs, kids on bikes, and in winter, the palhs and tricks are very commanly used for cross
connlry skiing. This facility is an himportant part of tho attraction of Bost of Garlen. Weo want
to attract sensitive loursm; so T object to this application because il will dircetly harm my
breainess.

Theve are Capercaille in these woods, T haver’t scen them in the designated arca bufthis is
ot surprising as it is too close to current housing and the road. But I havo often reen them
jusl a iittls farfer away {between Casile Hill and the main path south), and thal area will
hecome be too close Lo honsing For them to remain. So the numbers in o forest ave bound o
decling, a seriovs teagon for rofisal on its owir, There is no ovidonce that Capercaiile mind
folk watking on the paths.

Boat of Garten is the flapship village in Strathspey for wildlife tonris. In my work around
the Seoitish hitls, 'm often asked where T conse from and when I say Boat of Garten, folk

. have always heard of it, despite its small size. Of comse it’s famous for osproys, but it’s

sucprising how many folk know about Capercaiifies, Crested Tits, Slavonian Grebes too. Aund
even llarons at the other cad of the village. Tor bird watching hotidays, Boal of Garten i3 oae
of Scollad’s premier venues. So why do these birds like it here? For (o same reason I do,
and e tonrists. Becanse ils Tandscape is natural,

While T enderstand that afforduble housing is urgontly needed in Strathspoy, thiz is o bip a
price to pay. Affordable housing is needed because the tourist imdustry provides jobs,
especially in Boat of Gatten. Destroying this wood wilt damage the very reason for ifs
reguirement. Surely let's keep Sirathspey attractive to tourists, wildlife and rosidents.




L suminary, fiere axe my reasons for objection:

1. My tourist business depends on accommodation in an aliractive village; 79 new houses
outside 1y back door are hardly that.

2. Boat of Garten in peneral depends on the toutist industry, pactiontarly birdwatchers, and
destruction of oite of the mmain birdwatching sites will seriously damage it.

3. Our best wood is being decimated,

4. Now that we have Nafional Park slatus, the nalueal condifion of our area should be
maintaincd. Dovelopment should be carefully phased and limited, so as to protect the aren.

Yonrs aye,

Andy Nishet
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T have recently received details of a proposed development of 73 houses |
and 6 building plois near the football ground and Craigic Avenue in Boat
of Garten. :

My concerns about such a development are as foliows:-

1.  The development would seem an unduly high percentage increase
over the existing number of houses in the village.

2. It appears that a sizeable amount of scarce native Scots pine would
be destroyed with consequent loss of habitat to already rare
wildhfe.

3. Tiis questionable how many local people will be able to alford o

buy these houses with the probability that many propertics would
become merely holiday homes and therefore of not much benefit to
the village community.

4. No mention is made of “affordable” properties being included in
this scheme. If, in fact, local people could afford to buy these
houscs the question arises of the ability of the existing local scheol
to accommaodaie the resulting numbers of children.




Following on from this point a Primaty School “site” is included in
the proposal. I a schoo! were to be built here it would indeed
benefit the village, but no detail of size or capacity of school or
indced when # would be built is provided. There seems to be no
firm commitment on this part of the proposal, which is worrying.
Surcly the building of the schoof should be a condilion of the
permission i this development is fo go ahead,

5. The development would place a large extra load on the existing
infrastructure. I was given fo understand that wator supply, sewage
and electricity facilities arc already sireiched and without
improvement their ability 1o cope is questionable. Has this been
accounted for in the proposal?

6.  The plaa supplied shows that access (o the site from Deshar Road
actually exosses the cycle path that runs along Deshar Road to the
existing school. Doshur Road is the main road in and out of Boat of
Glarfen (well used) and the cycle path, during term time, is, at peak
hours, is also busy. 'The thought of the traffic generated by up to 79
houses crossing this cycle path raises major safety concerns,

7. 1laving watched over the last few years the development of the
dreadful urban sprawl that is now Aviemore, what safeguards are
in place to prevent the same happening to other villages in the Spey
valley? After all, we do live in what is now the largest National
Park in Britain, containing some unigue scenery, plant and wildlife.
Let ug please preserve what we have for the enjoyment of all who
live and work in the area and also for the benetit of visitors who
generate the major economic input to the arca,

For the réasons above T am opposed to this development going ahead,

Yours faithfult
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Concorming the planning application, recently lodged with vou, by Davedl Developments of Mywilefield 1 ouse
Crampian Road, Avientore per A.1). Rennie, Bracowell Stiling Architects, 38 Walker Tanace, Tillicoulity FK13 65F o
erect 73 iouscs, form 6 house plots and amenity mround, plus roads, footways and a site for a pritnary school on the Jand
detaited shove, T wish to object most vehemendly aguinst any sich penmission ever being granted,

In 2002 the very same people (afbeit under a dilteront Co. name), applied to build on this land at a {ar lower density of
properics; (This application is for approx 230% more dense a concentration of honses), (hat application was rejected
following the recommendafion by the Scoftish Ixcculive’s Reporter, Philip Hukchison. 1ie cited the need to protect the
tiaiaral woodiand within any National 1esl (NP} and the necessity to consider the disturbance that would be caused o
Capercaillic present within the woodland, as detailed in the ains of the National Park and fho BU Bixd Directive
1ospectively, hoth of which had Lo be tuken into account.

Just & years lafer, these conditions still apply, indeed are aven more relovant today so T see no reason
whatsoever why this proposed developnent should be allowed. With the rapid acceleration in the rale of climaic
change and global wannmg that we are ntow far more aware of, we should not be folling any trees, anywhere on
he globe. We are pumping far oo much Carbon dioxide {{ %) into our almosphere and trees arc one of the best
ways of helping to reverse that trend, since they remove CO? and add oxygen. Honce the very last thing we
should be doing is to fell the woodland and capecially nof to ercet kouses that duving their building process, via
(he use and manufacture of concrete wd other building materials plus the buming of fossit fiels in the plant and
machinety will considerably add to the CO® concentration in the ahnmphem and that is before the pollution that
will came from the houses® heating systems and the residents” carg iz even considered.

As cited by Philip Hulchinson, the aims of the NP have to be taken into account, Amonpst those aims arc “the
1esponsibilily to promote sastainable use of te natural heritage’, to conserve and cnhance the natwal heritage
and its enjoyment by [he public, and o promoie suatainable social and economic developmend of communilies
within the NP; but they shoutd bo pursued colfectively so that the achievement of one will not undermine the
achievement of another. 1f there scems fo be imeconcilable conflict between the aims then priority should be
given fo the protection of the areas natural and cullural icritage. Telling the woodland does nat *enable
susfainalde use’, neither does if ‘conserve or enliance public enjoyment’ and if this planning spphication is scen
as represeniing an ‘itreconciluble conflicl” thew you must protect the sialural and cuftural heritape. I do not see it
as irreconcitable however, becouse this developmen! could be wilt elsewhere. T it was Luilt on the North side of
Deshar road, cilher to the East or West of the cargyan park, the woodland coutd be lcfl intact and any necessary
hauses built o open fields. “Ihis would also keep the honsing willin the existing boundary of the village tather
than beginning what could becoime the initial stape of 1ibbon development, wilh the associaled light poliution,
westwards all along Deshar road. I the houses mie really necessary thea the Counetl showid/could become
involved to enable compulsory purchase of (hat land adjacent to the caravan park, thns enabling the culinre of.
basiness (o be upheld whilst simultameously protecting the natural heritage of the woodiand and its wildH i'a,

The distorbance of Capercaillie in the wood has already been mentioned but in eddition there me uﬂlﬂl_ '; L
species rescol that are on the World Conservation Union (TUCN} Red List of Endangered Species and are also
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protected under the Wildiite and Counhyside Act 1981 (WCA), inchuding the pine marten, red squirrel, crested
{it andl crossbifls, Section 1 io 8 of (he WCA relates to protection of birds and fheir habitais, at all tunes, which
are jisted on Schedule | the capescaillie, cresicd til and Scottish crossbill are atl Schednle I listed. Section 9 of
the WCA safeguards places used for shelter and protection, by wild animals listed in Schednle 5, against
intentional deanage, destmction and obstrction, phus animals protected under section 9 must not intendionally be
digtnrbad, Red sguirel and Pine marten aro both Schedule 5 listed and are present in the area of the proposed
house building, Felling any trees andfor building work in thal weod would constitute intentional disturbance and
intentional damage, destruction atd ohshuction of Heiv place of sheltor and proicction. Davall say they will
leave cerlain Lrecs containing squirzel dreys but the animals need the buffer zone around their dreys sod just the
isolated stand of a fiw (roos. Destroying any paii of their habilal will lead to reduction in mombers of this
protected specics and they have a tough enough survival ballle without as needlessly addiny to it.

Previousty when 1 worked as s countiyside ranger (he top 3 species visitors to the arca enquired abouf sesing
were cupercaillie, red squicrel and crested tits, inany fiiends and family return to fhis area because of the
wildcimess aspect, with habitats they cannot see elsewhere in the UK, yet tho planning deparisient appears ie be
inent on concreting over thal very habitat at every opporiumity. It scems every time developers apply to baild in
wondlaad then the woodtand looses out e.g, developments in Avienore and Curbridge. This is fotally the wrong
message to be passing o1 10 our youny people and as in this case il caunct be the only option for bailding,
According 1o the TIICN the largest thieat to plants and animals on owr planet is inman activity causing loss of
habitat fhrough defrestation, urbanisation and agriculture, combincd with climale change. Apari from
agricuiture he remainder of those causes would all sesult fron this planming application being granted! Please
do nat let that happen?

The other point r¢ (e woodland is that T vaderstond there is an active plan e re-gstalilish the ancient
Caledonian pine forest acrosa the TTighlands, via 2 progrumme of planting and encouraging regenemtion. 'l'o me
then, is seems counterproductive to clesr n well established Scots Pine vaccininn habitat, when any
planting/regencraiion contd take maybe 30 years to get to tho slage of this woodiand,

Personaily I do noi agree that we even need this volume of hovses in the village when we already have a high
smber of Trouses empty for the majority of the year as sccond homes, we do not need a development in which
tire majority of houses will not be affordable to local peeple. We nced housos that local people can afford but of
all ihe dovelopments being buitd in Badenoch and Strathspey even the ‘affordeble homes® are outwith the reach
of local people on the low local salavies! Adveriised in this weel’s Strathy is a Stakehalder | bedroom flatin
Kinpussie, at £60K for the mintinum 60% stake. Scemsone on seinimum wage, which ean be all that is paid in
low wage service industry jobs, weuld have to wark a 70 hour week to earn sufficient even to be considered for a
motigage Tor that sum (assuming 3 x salary, which many companies are revering fo now), and {hat does not
include the 40% rend payable (0o, honee how is a young fanily needing ahoine larger than » 1 bedroom at cver
aoing to get on the property ladder here, Trevelopments of houses outwith the finances of local young people is
certainly of no help, hence 1 do not agree that this development will help local people or “safegrard’ the scheol
as claimed.

Ry law, local people cannot be given preferenco for tenancies of any of the 16 proposed homes for rent, so
homgeless folk fiom anywhers in the country will have first choice on them. I'm sure within Highland region
alone there are more than 16 regislered homeless, maybe even wilhin Badenoch and Strathspey. So that leaves
the 16 stakeholdor properies and from the indication of {he Kingussie staksholder option not many locals witl be
able to afford them. If they can, realistically the cautious financial climate and considerable fack of availabic
credit will be a prohibifing faclor. Also ihe developers canttof guaranies that any family with pramary age
children will purchase any of those 16 propetties or any of the other 41; the trend is that they are far more likely
to be bought by pevple retiving to the arca or for 2™ hames, so fiteiv claim (o safeguard the school is complete
Iabrication. The only potential for tocal peuple is il they ars able to obtain one of the few house plots wilhin the
natrow 3-month window, The 1ligh Bumside dovelopment in Aviemore having sold enly 2 propertics, is a pood
indication of the lack of nced for such properties, so plesse do not allow the destraction of a valnable woodinml
habital for an vrmecessary development?

Tie plan of the proposed development shows a road accessing the SW cormer of the football field/village hall.
Why! If Craigie Avenue was sufficient acoess, to grant planning permission for the hall to bo buill, for the
vehicnlar/plant aceess during constructon and the past year of (he hatl’s use then it is sufficient for access now
and theie is no need fo tannac over yet more land to create another road.  H anything the car park area should be
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reduced fo enconrage people to walk or cyele to the hall from within the village, not create morefalicinate accass
whorohy ey wilt have 1o effectively drive out of (he village and U tumn back in again

The other aspect of this application, which greally concorns me, is fhe appearatice thal the comuunily is being
blackmled. Scemingly Scoltish Wator will not provide a required new waslewater treatment plant and punping
station unless this Davall development is yranted planning pennission! What soit of itnpartial planning system is
this? What ave we paying our Water bills for if it is not to have & servico pio viding, amrongst ofher things an
adcquale waste water/sewage manapement system! H is Scotiish Watcr’s (SW) responsibility to provide sech a
service and ey have a monopoly anyway, it is not as 17 we can choose to g0 clsewhere for (he seivice. No way
should SW be ablc (o coliude with Lravall developers and impose conditions that the conwmnity must accept
bofore SW will fulfil  heir responsibility for muintaining a system safficient to meet the comnmnities needs, i.e.
by providing s néw licatment plant! Wit docs the community gel from this colluston; destrcton of a naterat
habifat, poliution and 79 houses, the majority of which, will not meet the needs of ool pooplet Additionatly, if
the plant is not built no one cim build furiker homes, but since, uring its lifctime, {he focal plan sets a build linit
ol 70 houses and this sinpie development is niready 13% above that liwil, then effectively no one else can buld
if this development does get planning pennission! What soit of choice is that? This situation deeply distorbs
mot

I*si also concernod (hat if this planning application is sugcessful ihen it will simply be gefling a precedent and
be the thin end of the wedge fo farther development into the area of woodiand originatly requested to build vn in
2002. The avea of Lmd (hat was refused pernission for £03 homes could potentially end up with clese to 230
homes if built at fhie same density as fhoss propossd in this current application. Something the cotMaity
neither wants nor necdst '

Finaity for medical and disability reasons I am most concetn about fhe noise and disturhance 1 will have fo
endure if this building is altowed. Tt was difficult enough with tho year that it took for the Village Hallto be
completed, this developrment would be in a tutally differenl leapue 1e noisc and air polintion and the its resuliant
efiizet upon my health, T accepted this proparty as my home 14 years age pitmarily because it was so uapolhited,
quict and peacelul, T sertously foat the prospect of loosing those factors if the atea adiacent to tay back fenco and
a mere § metres Trome my window, becomes a building sitel

Yor all of (hose reasuns please do not altow this development to go abead. The need/desire for humes in the
village, according to Highlands Small Comrmnities Housing Trust datg, is for approx 30 propertics for rent, and
low cost hunsing, predeminantly for local young poaple, noi alnost 80 properties far too expongive for those
very peoplo. An atitude proscnded fo e is that {0 pet the former we musl put up with tho latfer, but il ofher
togiong can taild just the former, then thero is nothing (o prevent {he same happening in Boat of Garten, This
proposed development is completely (he wrong type/minc of housing that the village needs or wants, it i3 mest
definficly on fhe wrong site; so [ implore you (o protect the valuablo resouce of this woodtand please, (with the
resaliant contribation fo the protection of our environmeont and platet), by refusing fthe reguested plenning,

appiication.

Yours sincercly

Dawn Sixith,

Paoo 3 of 3
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Tiezar Sixr,
Heo Bavall Pevelopremis PBoat of Garien Application,
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flere we go againl Hore's yot anobher example of the inexorsble sdvanse
of those glant indusirlal housing estates desecrating ighland villsgesa
This time by dumping their Jumpsn legacy on the edgo of Boat of Garten village,
thereby ereating another identikit aubvrbio like norih Aviemore,

Inappropriate on aceount of ite shear sige.
Bavall agks Camercon-Mumro Plan f. 20053 103 houses, shot down, deemed BAD,
Plan B, 2008: ¥9 houscmynow GOOD 2

fnappropriate because of itz unmiform sublirbsn doslpgn. - Ho difference horse

to what is going on in Invernoos or shyvhere elso. Yel this iz oupposed %o

be a national PARK, tho land of Simon King, albeit wainly a titulasy ono.

Which murely iwplies thai the land and hevritage zhould be protuocted and tregted
differently to non-park land. Othcrwise what peint is there in having g park ?

Who really wanta tho invasion of these hugo houaing catates attaching
theuselves o villages? 4 Zooal poll held? Tol

The drivers are only (1)} the developera. Their single métive ¢ to make money.
(2) the landownars, eagerly selling tho family furniture,

The familiar crieg go opie

HitVEL - ereste employmani't .
HI{112 #4311 the achool roll; we must haove another teachor!
YI$'11 provide affordable housing for young lodsl peaple®
PIt111 bring water & sewerage inté thoe villago! -
"It complies with the loeal plant... :

Yaghi Yeah.s

And At'11 bring in a population of rotircees and holidsy-home ownoes:
Tt!i1 deatroy the eharacter and attractivensas of the village.

Miieh of the toytown Louses ic going %o he painted yellow or groen? ; .
Wilil thera be wore than 6ft bebween thew For oceupants to enjoy their frurall
Locationy -
The villsge entrance along Meshar road will become & yermancnt bhuilding
£er 5 ¥emraa ' :
Wihat was wrong with the soteup of housebudilding to order by truly loes!
bullders - Laing, Mcleod, lavson = in bit=by-blt natural evolution ing
revolufion, opoc. bullding by theme invasive juggornaut ontfita. R
Hhatls $o be left of genwine HWighland villasges in the Strath for rinitors
to come end peo? = just Tnsh and Doungwish 7 s
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Bear My McCracken

Y and adjeining Boat-of-Garten to the Sovth West and parily adjacent to the fnofbhafl
grousd ai Craigie Avenne.

T am wriling (o object 1o the plinning application, soently Jodsed with you, by Davall
Blevclopments of Myrilfield Touse Grampian Road, Aviemore per AD Rennic, Bracewelt
Sirfing Archatects, 38 Walker Terrace, Tillicoulizy FK13 610 erect 73 limsses, Jom & bouse
plols and amenity ground, phas roads, feotways and asite for a primary schoot onthe land
detniled above:

Ians most concerned that there is a Jarge number of sccond and koliday homes alrcady
it Boat-of- Garten, This developiment would onfy increase that isend. B no vy (oes it
principatly address the need for affordable hosing lor local people.

Fhere are specics of birds & mammals present in the Caledomian pine wood that arc on
the World Conservation Union Red List of Bndangored Specics and are also protested
under the Wildiife and Countryside Act 1981 (WCA), capercaitiic, red squirecl, vrested
tit and crossbills. Scetion 1 to 3 of the WCA relaics io profecifon of birds snd theiy
Liabitals, at ofl times, which arc Hsted on Schodule 1; the capercailiic, crested it and
BCoitish crossbilt are sl Schedule T tisted,

T am ai a toss to undersland why Caledunian pine should be felied for housing wicn
thers is open ground adiacent to the village contze,

‘The Highland Countil sheutd makc the needs of the lecal inhabitanis its priorty. The
piaposed devclopment docs aet. :

Yours sincerely

ﬂmcla Clak
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z jection i leation Ref 08 P At B — i
Subject Chjection to Planning appiice ef: & _atzSﬁEtL i T TR
Peeri Sdpibariy

Deur SirMuadam, 17 DEC 210
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FEED

1 would Hke to express my opposition lo the above proposcd housiiy deﬂﬁﬁﬂiﬁ%ﬁfﬁgﬁiii{%ﬂﬁn”
Lioat of Gavten Wood.
As a very regular visttor to Strathspey and as an enlomologist who undertakes ad hoe ficld surveying for the
Badenoch ind Strathspey Consevvation Group (BCS() of which T am also a commifles member, [ feel |
have a good knowledge of this particular woodland and would like to hightight some of the important
wildlifc living there and to objeet strongly {o this development proposal (o partly foli this woodland,

I'his woodiand is undoubledly of value to Capereaillie, a UK Priority species, As accopted by the
developers {his woodland as & whole is important and used by this highty threatened species and any
mitigation wilt not guarantee lessening fmpact on the breeding/feeding/Ieking of this species and thorefore
the only way to protect this important habitat (ot this protected bird is to nof furher cneroach inle the
woodland and encourage more dogs and walkers (o usc new proposed paths further into the woodlund.,

Red squitrels arc another impottant speeies (hat usc this woodland and are again under considerable
threat from many quarlers and noed careful consideration and protection. While no quantitive sirvey on red
squirrel numbers appears fo have been carried out the number of droys within the proposed development site
indicates that use of the Precautionary Principle should be cmployed. As i appears that no quantitive survey
has been done then it should not be taken that no squirrels live or usc this purl of the woodland. The issuc
that a licensing regime for red squinrels te development is being considered should be ignored as i would be
wrong to pre-empit any decision on this isswe. Similarly the comment by the developer thal squirrels e
mobile and able to co-exist with pcople does not show a good understanding of {his speeies or (he reality of
the siluation as they prefer to be in undisturbed woodland bul are inereasingly having 1o co-exist due to the
pressures being pul on thoir habifat and nof that they profer if or are perfoctly okay wilh that simation.
Indood forcing squirrels 1o co-cxist will inerease their vulnerability to predation by domestio vats and
contracting he parapox virus from congregating ai fecding sialions in gardens.

Four species of invertebrate that ave UK Priority speeics have been recorded on site or on prassland
cdge of the sitc namely the Small Heath butterfly, the Northern Brown Arpus bullerfly, the Cousin German
moth and the Grey Mountain Carpel moth, The first (hree will suller from the loss of woodiand cdge
grasstands and fhe latter from loss of heather and blacbenvy ail of which are important breeding/fecding
habilais for these specias,

Tn uddition for these spocics are other specics that need consideration: the Narrow-headed Wood Ant
(s UK D'riority species) which {he wider woodland represents o somewhat isolated and vulnerable
population and any encroachinent vould be detrimental; and the Slender Groundhopper which has been
confirmed as being found on the development site and was the first record for Scotland should not be, as the
developer attempts to suggest, ignored as not being found in optimum habitat as while that may be the cdse
as far as records from southorn ngland go further recent finds in similar habitat In Strathspey indicate that
this woodland may well be optizmem for this species in Scotland bul only further surveying will conlfirn: that
and apain the Precautionary Prineiple should apply us should this record be indecd part of a Iarger ecolony
then this would represent a vory important conservation find and a disjunct popuiation living within the
woodlands and heathilunds of Strathspey, .

The find of a nesting volony of the mining bee Andrena lapponica within the development sifc
represcnts the only known such multiple nesting site within the Cairngorm National Park and the developers

3




staternent that “fhe more one Jooks the more one finds” and that under-recording iz an Issue arc statemenis
= {hat shonld clearly poinf to the fucl ihat the invertebrale knowledge of this woodland is poorly understoad
“and to atlow it to be destroyed without That knowledge would be very poor conscrvation practice and
cerlainly not something that should ocenr in 2 Nationu] Park.

Indeed under-recording is an important issue in this woodland and that is cxactly why this
application should he rcfused or at the very least no decision should be made, and the Precautionary
Principic adhered to, mntil the woodland has been fully surveyed to be sure that no loss of important
biodiversity will resull from this application,

‘T'he developers thomsclves accept that his woodland is under-recorded in lerms of biodiversity and
most of their arguments on specics presence or absencc are based on conjeeturc rather than good scicnve.

Thercfore o sllow this application to proceed without that knowledge of biodiversity would be very
poor consorvation practice as well as be failing to uphold the first aim of the National Park.

Mr Tim Ransom

Ylat B

{ St Saviours Crescent
Si Saviowr

Jersey Cl

JEZ TN
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OBJECTION TO PROPOSED HOUSING BEVELOPIMENT 114 CRAIGIE WOOD, BOAT OF GARTEN

Planning ref: 08/272/CP

Dazar Sir,

1 am writing to you to object to the proposed housing dovelopiment In Craigie Wood, Boat of Garien.
| previously upderstood that the Reporter had concluded that this was a totally unsuitable site for
housing development inthe vilfage, and have only discovered that the application is still orgoing.
Indeed, as a nearest nelghbour | have not received any detalls regarding the planning application
from the developer since July 2008.

Plasse note that | am a practicing ecologist at a sentor level, and have worlied in beth private
practices on behalf of deveiopers and as an ecologlcal scientlst for DEFRA. Having viewed the
ecological report produced by MBEC Associates on behalf of the developer, | present my objections
as follows, and | consider the MBEC document falls far short of current best praciice guidelines
produced by the Institute of Ecology and Cnvironmental Managenent for carrying out ecologlcal
assessment of the effects of development, '

1. The development prosents an unaccepiable risk of Increased tevels of disturbance to
capercaliie, a species protected by both natlonal and international Tow as | am sure you are
aware. Craigie woods forms an integral part of the metapoptlation that Is made up of
Kirveachy and Abernethy SPA's as well as individuals in Craigie wood, The MBEC docuiment
goes to great length in showing how capercailie will nol be impacted on by this
development, but until they have carded out a full survey this cannot he determined.
Indeed, thay failed to initiate any coherent survey schedule or maothodotogy, rolying instead
on casual records whilst carrying out surveys for other specles {a practice that inevitabily
leads to under recording of both the target and non targot specias), and within a totally
inadeguate survey area encompassing a8 buffer zene of just 50m. Given the absolute
certainty that residents of the new development will range wider thap 50t into Lhe
remaining woodiand this Is totally inadeguate.

" Furthermore, the proposed mitigation measures are also totally inadequate. Several key
footpaths have been omitted from the inap showing the mitigation measures. The current
network of foutpaths allows for dog walkers Lo exercise their animals sufficientiy whilst stili
remaining close to the village, avoiding disturbance further into the woodland. The




Cofin Ormston

32 Craigie Avenue, Boat of Garten, PH24 38L

development would ohilterate these footpaths, forcing dog walkers Further into the
woodland.

Biocking of paths is nol an efliclent method of contralling access {some cotfd argue that this
is stophing aceass in direct contravention to the Land Reform Act) as people will slrply waik
around felled trecs or remave the chstructlon themselves as happenod last winler when
falien trees hlocked paths.

t have a number of records of capercaitlie signs and sighting throughout Craigie weed, that
can be made avallable and § suggest that the most offective way of mindmising disturbance
to the capercaillie popalation Is not to aifow the development Lo go aheatl.

Tho comuete fack of any ornithological survey work within 2 sultable survey area around the
development. Roth crested tit and crosshill are present within Cralgic wood as breeding
specles {the closest recarded crested tit nest this year that | am aware of is within 300m of
lhe proposed dovelopment], and the WMBEC docuiment presonts no survey baseline data on
which they base their conclusion of minimal or no impact 1o these species, which goes
against accepted IEEM assessment melhodelogy. '

In addition, no survey or assessment was made on the impacts to the breeding wader
popuation found on the open mootland 1o the north of the site. If an area of a 500m buffer
arcund the development had been surveyad, then parts of the mﬂﬂrfanq would have een
covered. The main impact to the oystercatcher, lapwing, redshark and snipe that breed on
this moorland would be increased predatlon from domestic cats.  Given the natlonal
importance of the wider strath area to breeding wadors | consider this a slgnificant omlbssion

in MBEC's wark.

MBEC's work on red squirrel surveying is clear and well documentad, although having had
extensive experience of thermal imaging for ecological surveys the use of thermal imaging to
determine drey gooupandcy is questionalde in terms of the time of year it was carrfed out, as
ambient temperatures would reduce the efficacy of the equipment.

Furthermore, the impact that domestic cals will ave on the remaining population is not
rmade expicit,

Given that the law, as it currently stands, protects squirrels and their dreys regardiess of use,
there can be no doubt that to-approve a development which will clearly destroy dreys 1s in
direct contravention of those faws, and could have serious ramifications to the CNPA.

The MBEC document, states that no evidence of badger was recorded, and therefore there
will ho no Impact to this species. | completely challenge this statement Insofar as having
badgers visit my garden on a nightly basis throughout late 2008 and early 2009, through a
hadger gate installed in my back fence to enable them access, ! should paint out that my
nroperty fles immaediately adiacent to the development boundary. Furthermore, | have
recorded further evidence, namely several wasp nests that have been dug cut by badgers,
Lhe reost recont of which was in August 2010,
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MBEC's surveyors completely missed these rathar obvious features when canying out their
surveys that raises the guestion of what else they have missed — were (hey oo husy trying
to record capercaiilie signs and badger signs af the same time?

5. MDEC carried ouf no reptile or amphibian surveys. Once again, | have evidence of comimon
tizard, young frogs, toads and young newts within the proposed development area. Young
amphibans ¢an rahge some distance when dispersing from breeding pools, and it is fikely
that the hahitat within the proposed development provides important refugia in late
summer ta the foflowing spring.

Furthormore, | have recorded slowworm within 300m of the proposed development, o
record that | can make available if required, and being a mobile if cryptic species, it is fikely
thai they use some areas of the proposed development.

6. MBEC states that tho development area does not presen! any suitable roosting
oppartunities for bats. However, the proposed development holds several trees that
present potential as suitable bat roosts, for which | can provide Iocations if reguired. | have
regularly ohserved Pipistrelle 45 / 55 species within and around the proposed development
oatty In the evendng {indicating the presence of roosts in vary close proximity], particularly In
spHng findicating a possible hibernation roost) and again I the autumn {indicating mating
roastsh. :

in conclusion, | reiterate my objection to this proposal.  Although | appreclate the nood for
affordable housing In tho strath, | do not consldar this a suitable focation for a housing development

of any size.

Indeed, given the plans for a sfgnificant housing development at An Camus Mor, | do not consider
there be a need for any furthor large seale housing development between Aviernore and Grantown,

Yours

Coiin Ormston 85 MIEF
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From: Gus Joned
Sent: 20 Decernber 2010 10:13
To; Andrew Tait, Planning

Subjoct: Rak: §8/272/CGP Objection

i s
Badenoch & Strathspey Conservalion Group

Tiodhag, Nethybridge, htverness-shive PT125 307
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Tear Androw
Objection Boat of Garten Davall Developments Housing ete Mroposal Ref: 0B/272/CP

[ am wiiling on behalf of BSCG to objcet to the above application. This objection is in addition to the letter
of objection BSCG wrote Lo Highland Council and some other rocent representations and further
information wo hope fo collate for the CNPA in the very near {ulure.

BSCG objected to the ullocation of the proposcd development sifc in the CNPA Loceal Plan and provided
ovidence about this site in writing and in persen (o the Reporters,

At this stage we would like to give notice thal we may wish Lo requesl an opportunity fo speak as an
ehbjoctor on the 7th. '

BSCG s reasons Tor objection Include the following:

'The proposal conflicts with all 4 aims of the CNP.
t* ain: The proposal eonflicts with conscrving and enhancing natural heritage.
2™ i the proposal represents unsustainable, rather than suslainable, use of the Park’s natural resources,

3_“i aim: the proposal does nol promode recreational enjoyment of the arca, but sccks to restrict recreationat
opportunitics through the mitigation measures,

4® yim: the proposal represenis envivonmentally unsustainabie, tathor than sustainable, development,




resent praposals clearly conflict with the 1* aim of the NP. As is cnshwined in faw and is stated in the
PLP (para 1.4), in the event of conflict between the 1™ and any other aim, the 1% aim takes precedenec.

Thi: proposal conflicts with Policies 5 aad 6 of the CNPLP

The CNPLP states that all proposals must comply with aif relevant Policies (sce c.p. box ‘How o nse (he
FLocal Plan’ pl5).

Policy 5 Biodiversity.

‘The proposals would have an adverse oifect on species identificd in the Cabrogorms TRAT, UKBAP and on
the SBL. There is no over-riding need or justification for the development {Policy 5 4), and the Local Plan
Ingeivy Reporters concluded that “we cannot conclude (hat # {The housing allocation of BG/H1, which is the
present site] is essential”. Significan! harm or disturbance lo species cannot be avoided (Policy 5 b). No
compensatory of imanagement measures arc provided {Policy 5 b). In relation to management, BSCG doss
not consider that the “possible”™ propesced management measurc of forest thinning would necessarily
cnbance {he existing habitat for capereailite, On the contrary, thinning could reduce habitat quality for both
sexey. The Game Conscrvaney Trust undertook a 2 day survey of capercaillie in Boat of Garfen wood for
Seafield Listates tn July 1994, Tn their report they state (Baines and Leckic 1994):

“Much of the crop within this ares [The ares subject to planning application In 1994] remains unthinned and
at first sight appears less suitable to capercaillie, but denser stands of trecs arc sometimies prefered during
the winter monihs, especiaily by hens. At this tinme of yvear, the additional shelier provided by thicker stands
tnay be more mportant”. In a study of capereaillie # planiations in Scollund il was ohserved that durinp
moult (which takes placc in the summer) cocks often freguenied thicker stands (Joncs 1982). No new habitat
is to be created (Policy 5 b). Therefore the proposals do not comply with this relevant Poliey.

Palicy 6 Landseape

The Iocal Plan Inquivy Reporters considered that the aflacation of this proposed development sitc would
sigrificantly impact on landscape, concluding (hat “the development of the site [BG/I1] would have a
significantly negative impact on the lundscape character of Boal of Garten”. The CNPA comcur with this
view, staling i Their response that the “CNPA can accept that the allocation of a large housing sile ai this
lacation would not follow the advice given in the Landscape Capacity Study”, There is no nationally
important soclal or cconomic benefil of the propusal {Policy 6 a). All the adverse effects on the sctting of
the proposals have not heen mmmmeﬂ or mitigated (Policy 6 b). Therefore the proposals do not comply
with this relovant Policy,

The proposat conflicls with the CNP Plaa

This proposal conllicts with 3 of the *Outcomes for 2012° relating fo ‘Conscrving and enhancing
bindiversily end landscapes’. :

Outeonte it states that “...all new development will make a positive contribution (o the natural ...
Jandscapes of the Park™, The CNPA deleted the allocation of housing on the proposal site from the adopted




Pial plan duc to adverse impact on andscape, [otlowing the Local Plan Inquiry Reporters
recointnendation,

Outcome Iv states that “Specics and habitats identified as the bighest priovities ... will be prolected snd
under active conscrvation management”, All partics agree that the proposals would impact negatively on the
nearby SPAs through disturbance impacis on capereaillic.

Outcome v states thal “There will be enhanced connectivily willin habifat networks ... with carly emphasis
on ... forest networks™. The propaosals would reduce forest habital conneclivity.

The proposal further conflicts with the ‘Actions® {in the *Priorities for Action®) perlaining to the above
outcomes, ¢.p. 1d and 3d. :

The CNPLP should camply, noi conflict, with the CNI* Plam, as is clarified in, Jor example, paragraph 1.6 of
the CNPLP,

The mitigaiton measures ave ineffective, unveliablc and veguive many years before hecoming
operational.

We have no confidence thal the proposed mitigation measures would alter people’s behaviour sufficiently to
have any siznificant elfect on caper disturbance.

fr response o the mitigation proposed for the earlior application, witchh was partly on the same site as the
present proposal, SNII ratsed serious concerns sbowt ihe effcctivencas of mitigation, stating that *lhe
effectivencss of mitigation is, however, impossible to predict and quaniify with any certainly” (SNH
Cperations Manager, East Highland, in Annex 1o leticr to P .Ratcliffe 28.2.05).

B38CG agrees with the conclusion thal the cffcetivencss of mitigation cannot be predicted or quantified, and
we consider il reckless and irresponsible o place weight and confidence o1 these untesied mitipation

jroposals.

Mitigation Signage Proposals: For cvery porson who may respond 1o the proposed signage in the desived
way, thore can be another who may respond 1o 1t in cxactly the opposite way. The problem of people wheo
wish L0 see capercaille going ofT puths to aciively look for them is established, and the proposed signage
can simply encourage them {o do so ia the woodlund at Boat of Garten. i is worth noting that the Boat of
Garten woodland is a relatively small forest arca In which to search for capor, compared for example fo
Abcrncthy, Rothiconarchus or Glenmore. Thorefore people wishing 1o see caper might consider it
advantageous Lo seareh in this wood, where their chances of success would be relatively high lor a velatively
Tow search elfort.

The mitigaiion proposals (hat rely on encouraging natural regeneration (or planting) will take many years lo
become operational; these vears could be critical Lo capercailiic eonscrvation.
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" The mitigation proposals involving pushing over trees to absiruet paths und discourage people from leaving
paths are simply unealistic, People may remove such irces, or walk around such obstacles, or creale
alternative desire paths that avoid them altogether.

Omissions in {he Mitigation Proposals Map.

‘The map only shows a proportion of the paths in the forest. Two particularty significant paths that arc
omitied extend disturbance into the ‘Poteniial Low Disturbance Capercaillie Habitat” shown on the Draft
Offsite Capercaillic Mitipation Proposals map. One of these runs for aboul Tk and lies 1o the wesl and
soutly west of the proposed development site, within the wood. This path lies (o the east ol {he fonce line that
forms patl of the boundary of the ‘Potential T.ow Disturbance Cupercaillic [Tabilat® shown on the Draft
Offsile Caporcaillie Mitigation Proposals map. The presencc of this path cffeciively reduces the area of the
Potential ow Disturbance Capercaillie Habitat, due to disturbance. '

In addition s farther path that is omiited extends into the Low Disiurbance area, Furiber reducing its size.
‘I'his path lies o the west and south west of the propesed devclopment, and is south east of the 1km omitted
pratls.

he size of the Potential .ow Distarbance Capercailiic Ilabitat as shown on the mifigation map is too small
to falfil its purpose, and in reality it is considerably smaller dus to disturbance from fhese additional paths.

Tt is noteworthy that the distarbance effcet of the smallest of the 4 calegorics of palhs’described in Moss
2010 (*Disthribution of capercaillic droppings in relation to sources of disturbance Part 1), referred 1o as
‘desire lincs®, hay (he most impact in terms of disturbance to caper. Caperceillic avoid all paths, but they
avoid These desite line paths significantly more than larger tracks {cafcgory 1-3) Both these anitted paths
arc category 4 paths. '

The mitigation proposals map omits a total of over 4 ki of puths nsed repularly by people within the area
delintited in (he mitigation map. As the map shows approximately Flem of paths, (his over 4km omitted
represents # substantial propertion of the total.

I'ath proliferation asseciated with housing,

it is well established that destre lines mullipty neer houses, and there are numerous examples of this in
Badenoch & Strathspey (e.g. Nethybridge School Wood and Ncli Wood, Cartbridge, Boat of Garten), If can
be predicted with completc certuinty that additional palhs will proliferate into e wood from the proposed
housing.

Cumulative disturhance impacts on SPAs and sfher weodiands sapporting eapcreatilic




erc are a number of housing allocations in the CNPLP, other propesed development that is aheady
approved, and development under construction thal will add to reereationsl disturbance in the SPAs ind
woodlands supporting capercaiilie, These developments all impact on the same meta population of
capercaillie. Tt is cstablished fhat no singlc forest in Strathspey (e.g. Abornethy, Rothiemurckus, Kinveacly,
etc) supports a self-sustaining capercaillie population. This means (hut the capereaillie population is wholly
dependant on bixds moving between forests. Connectivily is therefore critical. ) .

Examples include the following: School Wood, Nethybiidge (40 houses); Cacrbridge (117 houses); ITigh
Bumside, Avientore {whick currenély has houscs still under construetion as well as comploted houses in
usc); An Camas Mor (up to 1500 houses).

Tnadequaie scope andd gualify of supporting environmental Information

Even a cursory inspection off{he MBEC 2010 gives us a wide range of concerns. Some of these of a delailed
and site specific nature { for example {he validity of svidence to dismiss the possible prescnce bat roosis
within the site) could he drawn to attenlion on a site visil. Considering thal Tor example we have provided
the CNPA with some of our own inforimation on for example herpetological interest of the site (two speeies
of newl), botanical inferest {an cxample of u surprisingly overlooked characleristic pinowood plant} and
that the CNPA has itsclf nccess {o eg information on toothed fungi in the genera Surcodon, Hydnellm and
Bankera referred to in the Ceimgonms IBAP some ol the deficiencies should already be painfully obvious.
We can find for exmmple no report of any credible dedicated survey work having been underlaken on
reptites or amphibians, breeding birds, lower plants, mycological interest or invericbrates other fhart an
unverifisble wood ant survey repotied on when the site is covered in snow, and there arc a namber of
claims that confiet very starkly with published evidence (for example (hat the schedule 1 specics the
crested tit, considered usnally to be a sedenlary species, is highly mobile).

Yours sincerely

Gus Jones

Comvener
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RSCG objection 19.12.10 08/272/CP Boat of Garten Wood

A protected species of nole- the crested Til Lophophanes eristatus seoticay (Pravzak) at Boal
of Garten Wood,

Crested tit at fesding station at the edge of the wood acar the new Village [1all 18 December
2000

According fo he MBEC 2010 reporl (sec para 1.3.2 p3) National Planning Policy (haidance
NPPG 14 Natural Heritage (Scottish Fxecutive, 1999) states: “The presence of a profecled
speeics or habitat is & material consideration in the assessment of development proposals.” .

Carpent {2010} Scotlish government planning policy {SI'T) states:
“Many species are legally protected and their prescence or potentizl presence is an imporiant
consideration in decisions on planning applivations™.

The crested tit is a Speeics of Buropean Coneern and on the UK amber list of Birds of
Medium Conscrvation Concern. It is a schedule 1 and IV species under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981. It is referred {o in the Cairngorns LBAT as having “a very local UK
distribution ﬁuntenlf&ted_in Sirathspey...” with a distribulion that 1l is likely “once malched
that of Caledonian pine woodland” that once “extended cver much of (he Highlands™. This
habitat is 2 Buropean Priority Habiiat, The Caimngoerms LBAP gives the UK importance of the
Catrngorms population as “Ifiph” and also rates the crosted tit as a “Locally vnportant
species”. It is protected under the Beme Convention (Appendix HE.

MBEC 2010 {4.6.1) guotcs a BSCG representation {in 2002} as having reported a number of
bitd species using the woodiand at Boat “including crested tit (Lophopheanes cristatis)
crossbill (Doxia sp) and siskin (Cardfuelis ap).” BSCG however can report again thesc birds
used the woodland on the sHe and not just the “wider” woodland., The MBRC repott in the
context of asscasing the impact of habitat loss for snch species claims them lo be “Highly
mnobile”, Bvidenee for this claim that strongly conllicts with scicniific literature for cresied
{15 is not provided by MBEC, We note that referring (o the “small isolated Scottish
population” belonging lo (he rave scoticns Thom {1986) reported cresied lits are usnally
scdentary with young birds scldom dispersing {urther than Zkin from thefr nest site. In
Badenoch and Strathspoy the crested tit has been shown fo be extremely sedentary (Summers
1988 quoted in Cook 2007). i is also reported that “(he few ringing recoverics of adulis and
birds teapped in late whiter show maximum movermnents of 2km, which was true even of a




bird reteapped nearly cight years after ringing.” (Cook Z007).

Policy 5 Biodiversity of the 2010 adopted CNPL.P covers habitats or species identitied in the
Caimngorms T.BAD, UK BAP, or by Scottish Mintsiers ihrough the Scottisn Blodiversily T.ist,
including any cumulslive Bnpact, This policy states *“Where there is cvidence to Indicale that
a habitat or species muy be present on, or adjacent to, a sile, or could be adversely affected by
the c[cvcinpmant the developer will be required to undertake a comprehensive survey of {he
arca’s natural environmen! to assess (he effcet of the development on it.”. BSCG notes that
the developer has not undertaken a comprehensive survey of crested iits or crozsbills both
birds that BSCG {and others) have advised usc the site und s inclined {o the vicw that
officials ignoring this shortcoming are showing disregard of thefr biodiversily duty.. We
woukd also draw to attention that crosshills have long breeding seasons (witlk implications for
mitigation during any polentially disturbing operations).

‘The crested tit is arpuably an economic assct to the economy of Sirathspey. It is well known
for example from the national television programine ‘Springwalch’ o be presemt in the
woodlunds al Boat of Garten (sce also Photo),

Lrﬂst tit at feadmg station at the edee of the wood near the new Village Hall 18 Decamiber 2!.'!1[!

The Scottish population Lophophaues cristatus scoficns is associated with high qualily
pincwoods and being a smafl bird 1l s polentially vulnexable to high mortality in harsh
winters, It is repaited that “Numbers fluctuale markedly as the species sulfers badly in hard
winters {Tham 1986 citing Cainpbell 19743, Taylor and Summers {in prep) in @ ien year
study found a negaiive relalionships bebween numbers of pafrs and frost days for crested (il
(although Lhis was not significant). Deanis who nofed that in our district erested (ils ure found
prineipally in the Strathspey forcsts wrole “population subject to crashes aller soverc winters
like 1947, 1951 and 1981.” Currently crested lils arc sufforing a second consecutive cold
winter with considerable snow Hie, In a survey of 324 nest sifes MNeothersole-Thompson &
Watson 1974 found 74% In pine slumps and 2.5% in living pincs; in Culbin forest (Moray &
Nairn} Denny & Summers 1996 found aveas of hiph tree densily ure preferred for nesting and
it has been suggested “this may reflect the optimum nesting habital in Scotland” (Cook
2007). BSCG has supplied in conlidenec the location of a 2010 nesting stumy af which young
were noted just prior o fledging in Boat of Garten woodland that was noted by an ecologist
and resident of Boat of Garten. Given that the populalion is eurrently likely to be extremely
hard hit {none of 22 nest boxes in Boat of Garlen wood were occupied in 2010 after the
exbreme 2009-20 10 winfer) this find can be viewed as very compelling evidence of the
importance of this site for this chatismaite species.

The crested (i is u Species of Furopean Concern and on the UK amber Hst of Bivds of
Medium Conservation Concern. 1i s a schedule 1 and 1V species undor the Wildlife and




Countryside Act (981, 1t is refoered to in the Cairpgorms LIAP as having “a very local UK
disiribulion concentrated in Strathspey. .. witls » distribution that it Is likely “once matched
that of Caledonian pine woodland” that onece “exiended over much of the THghlands™, This
abitat is & Buropean Priority Habiiat, The Cabmgorms T.BAR gives the UK importance ol the
Calingorms population as “ITigh”™ and also ratcs the cresied tit as a “Loeally important
specics™. There are growuds for growing concorn for the fulure of eresfed tits with some
forceasts of a higher frequency of severe winlers (see selected relis below) and some evidence
that like the western capercaiilie the oresied tit and Burasian Treecreeper crested tits have
experienced a downward trend in Strathspey (Taylor and Summers In prep).

The crested it {gaelic name G*uip;nq -slnic) is one of Scolland’s fconic bird spocies aceording
to Dennis “so very Scottish thal it is the embicn: of the Scoilish Orsithologist® Club. It
foalures on the cover of the Birds of Scolland. In the introduction 1o the classic book on the
Birds of Badenoch and Strathspey (Dennis 1995) obscrves that “Badenoch and Strathspey has
alwuays been a spocial venue for people Interesied in birds™. Referring “within ihis velatively
small avea” o “the Best remmants of the Caledonian Forest™ And “the lovely River Spey™
Dennis noted that the combination of habitats in the disivict “mcans that there Is a rich
diversity of bird [ife including many rure specics such as cresled i, osproy and

capercaillic.”

Relevimt to Ihe issue of any cumulative impact (see policy 5 in the 2101 CNPLI} il is
noteworthy thal crested lils have beon recorded at a mumber of sites threatened by allocations
in the nowly adepted Cairngorms Nalional Park Local Plan, These inglude for cxample pine
woodlands at Carrbridge (as roported in {he local press) and School Wood Nethybridge. Ina
repart to SNH (BSCG 2001) that was also provided lo Highland Councillors for example
BSCG stated with respeci 10 School Wood: “Crested lils are known to breed In this wood,

and individuals were seen at 4 sepavate siles on one visil in June.” :

Sclected References

BSCG 2001 New Ohservations on the Natural Ilerituge ntercst of School Wood An
unpublished report o SNII dated June 2061.

Cook M Crested til pl296-1299 in Forrester & Andvew eds 2007 Birds of Scotland Vol 2
Scottish Ornithologict Club

 Cosgrove P ed 2002 The Caimgorms T.ocal Biodiversily Aclion Pian

Dennis R 1995 The Birds of Badenach & Strathspey . Colin Baxter Photopraply Granlown-
ON-SpCy

hiternational Polar Year, Osto Scicnee Canference {{th June 2010 Link:

httpffipy-osc.nofarticle/2010/1276176300.8

MBEC 2010 Boat of Garten Proposed Housing Development Suppoiiing lnformation:
Heology and Nature Conscrvation November 2610




Petoukhov, V., and V. A. Bemenov (2010}, "A link between reduced Barents-Kaia sca ice
and cold winfer extremes over norihern continents”, Jorunal Geophysical Rescarch, 115,
D21 o 1000292000301 3568] Link:

http/Aerwrwagn.orgfjonrnalsjdfid i 02120095 D01 3368/

Potsdant Institute for Climate Impact Research, [6th November 201, "(Flobat Warming
could eool dow tfomperatures in winter” Tink:

hitp:/foanw. pik-potsdam.de/news/press-releases/globa) -wairming-could-cool-down-
temporatures-in-winter

Taylor 5 & Summers R W (in prep) Numbers of breeding birds in old Scols Plue wood al
Aberethy Forest froam 1977 to 1987 (Scotfish Dirds)
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From: Gus Jonest

Sent: 21 Decem ber 2010 09:53 .

To: Andrew Tait o=

Subject: Objection by BSCG additional matorial L.F.‘:*s‘fﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ_ﬁﬁi@@ﬁ@iﬁ@?ﬁﬁf
Clasmrsseves Nefionmd REPEESETaIoN

Andirow Tait B ﬂ{:i?:;ﬁiﬁf f&?}fﬁ{gﬁmﬂrﬂ:};{ 2 o

CNPA Bailater 21 DEC 2810 T e D ::_'EL-“.

OWS BECEVED  Jn
Dear Andrew

Piease find attached two documents material to the subject of invertebrate interest of the
proposal site. The British wildiife article BSCG has already sent to the CNFA ecologist and
may thercfore be referred o by Karen in her report that we have not yat scen. The
newspaper feature is referred to in the MBEC November 2610 ‘Supporting Information’
Althotgh recorded recently as indicated in the Bridish Wildlife article the current status of
the slender ground hopper is unknown and so far from tooking at the MBEC report we have
not found whather they searclied for it or refound it.

Best wishes

Gus
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fount sevorat hundred individuals by
hand-searching and pitfati-trapping
it 2006, This was followed by mone
goad news when Adrian Colsten
confirrmed that this species was st
present at Bransconie Beacit, in
Devon, after the Mapalf disaster of
January 2067; 1t should ke noled
that the réport in the Febiuiry 2008
issue of BY {14 207 was an eFrot
on my patt, born of second-hand
information. It was good to set that
Adiians alfors to vefind s spedes
after such a polentially disastous
marine-poliution ovent colitaated in
pxtensive coverane of his suceess by
the Aations! media. '

Antly Phiflips has reported thial,

i spite of the poor weather s
season, the Sickle-baaring Bush-
cricket Phanerogters fafcala s
again Tound al its known site near
Iastigs, on the south coast, when
g adults were recarded Ly Ralph
Hobibs an 30ih Aupust. Tlives more
SEECETenS wa subsecuently found,
by Mike Edwards and Ted Senton
on ¥7th September, Betwaen these
dates, the species had apparenily
gone fo ground, p2Maps on
account of weather conditiuns, and
fingat Hawkins, & highly rehabie
campaigner, could aot firsd |

when o vistied the site. it will bo
interesting to see il the apjalling
swmmar of 2008 will have curiafied
this bush-cricke(s ability to extend il
surcesstul colonisatinn inio a fousih
year i 2009,

The preseitce of 1he Sonthern
Gak Bush-cricket Meiorems
merdionate in [3sex was condinnod
try Ted Benlon and Tim Gordiner
when fhey visited a sile by ihe River
Lea, An adult male antd severat
{emales were hoaten fram: gak
which was grovang 1 3 matune
hedgerow. This spedes continues
fo consolidote Hs naluralised status
thete is another Bristol recard from
Roger Fdmemntson; the list Sornersel
records, in residenital yardens at
Butrhianm-on S2a, by Somerset
recouder Robert Croppes; A soulli-
roast recond frotn Easthobine, by
Roger Hlaggar; and the finding of
an adit fermato by pupils of the 5t
saviours Bug Ciub at Relr school n
Ealing, west tondan {Ws). Robert
Cropper, incidentally, 1as reporied
ftrat, (ospite intense searching by 2

number of woikers, the Somiersed
site whse a stagle Lasrga Marsh
Grasshopper Stethaphyma grolsum
wis fornd in Septerabor 2006 has
failed to vield any further evidence of
this species’ presence thore.

Twn extiaordineny records hive
come {ram Scotland recently, both of
vimich have been positively identified
rom photographs. Jon Hammerna
reporied ihat he found 2 Greal
Grecn Busl-cricket Tefligonia
viridissima an 2516 Septembet Wil
iooging near Glasguvy; he returned
to pholagraph it Whereas this
spedimen was uearly introduced by
some means, a record of a Stentder
Groundhopper Terdk subufala (per
Craig Macadany from the Boat of
Garten ragion, in the Caiingomms, is
samewhat more intriguing. It seems
urlikely that this species waould be
present so far from its most northerly
kieavn colonies, in Yorkshire, that
it coultl have heen missed for 50
long when other spedies have
been recorded fmm the area, and
that it should owist in a0 isolated
colony véhen i remains absent fram
stz many nare suitabte kabitats
botveeen tho beo lod, I s, howaver,
found aLmore neetherfy latitedes
in Soadinovia, and { would be
premature 1o disaiss the rarosd out
of hand. Wa ook fonvard to heasing
any news of a resideat colony next
YR

On the fiteratuee Jront, 1 recenily
CaTe 2CFOss an interesting hoak,

The Somerset Weilangs, an fvar
Charging Enviconmant, which has a
remarkable and optimisiic prognosis
for our orthupteran fauna in the 215t
century. Moints of interest includa the
tolowing: *...most of our Orthapleda
will suddenty spori long-vinged
forms™ “for locusis, fwhich are “jst
unircasonatly Dig grasshoppars™) this
change to lang wings is at frast pa ily
controfted by the weather’; e yoa
took fur the Mole Cricket Godolais
gryitatalpa] you vAll imost ikely find

it nonh-west of previoys records....
Cuarter tha ground bepvesn Creech
st. Wiichael and Bridgemter and 1)
waget That yous will sce this Beast

an Lhe imove i the neat Len years’;
the Lessar Marsh Grasshapper
Chorthippus afbomarginaliss may nod
have incroased its range as 3 result of
chmate change, because it s ‘mone

- —— Deceraber 2008 Brtlsh Wildlife 125 - —

Wildlifa veporis

fikefy to l1ave been badly identiied,
or just plain wissed, in the past’;
and finally, Sauthern Field Crickets
Grytius bimaculatus wnlf be mzking
their veay, indoed Lhey ane already
doing 50, on o vllage fand on

ang around tie Levels and Mdoars’, |
lspcause this species ‘breads Bie a
rabbil welten condittons ase fighl’.

‘This publication conains
canleibutions from some capible
eniomolagists, and since il pumonts
i be a Teseatch-based’ work, Swith
accurate and invormative malerial’, 1
amn nove quile excited by e prospedd
of Utase pows possibifities and shal
alsa b taking tite water offered.

As ysual, corputerised secords
{Excel files ane particuturly useful}
wifl he gealafully received, srd
shoul like to take this opporiunily
sircerely 1o thank: all those vwho have
contributed records and information
to the schome for Lheir considetable
pfforis.

Dy Pater Suton, Oithoptera
Recerding Scheme:
Pularsutton@fresuk.com

Butterfiios

Asummer that vras witdely
regarded — even oulside e
ranks of warsath-loving, sun-sesking
buniterfly aficdonados — as dulf and
canl was nansformed into a slightly
o agreaably AUk, Longer
spells of retatively light winds and
sunshine brightened the days ust,
sadiy, the numbers of slmest all
species of brittertly scemed well
dowrzr on what wie would lope to
find. Temperatuses in Suptomber
rontinued to foach the high teens
and remained almost identical (e
Wiose of the lackiusiee Aurgist.
warmer days were at more of &
prernitem |n Octobey, bul there
were many hows of sunshine.
Consequently, despite decrassing
hiotrs of doylight, piospects for
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Jutie Miliman

From: Andrew Tail e R
Seni: 20 December 2040 11:24 T e
To: Juttie Mitiman ¢ Ob | ] el T * AT T 1-'.‘-::‘.!
Subject: Fi: GB/272/CI Letier of Objeclion - N _
Attachmonts: LetEer_r,af__ijectinn_Re_ﬁE_Q?E_CF‘.dnc 2 DL B

T Vel Pork i Attty |

Sent: ) Decembar 2
To: Andrew Talt
Subject: Ref: 08/272/(P Letter of Objection

Etenntng Apptiseten Mo, O -1 i’Z.-?'ZTCP

REFRESENTATION

Andrew Tull (androwtait@icsirngorms. co.uk)

: . Fifa: tetig L 51&1\’2. > ;
CNPA Planning Office ,,uf'.“f.:’f LR S AT l.,__.._..a-._m-

Albort Momorial Hall
Station Square
Baliaier

Aberdeenshire, AB35 53QB

Objection to Pr npﬂsed Housing Development in Craigic Wood, Boat of Garten. Ref:
08/272/CP

Dear M. Tai,

I would like fo object o the proposed housing development in Cralgic Wood on the following
grounds:

Loss of native woodlund. Increasing fragmentation of natural habitats is one of the mein causcs of
biodiversily loss, resulting in Isolation and possible local extinction of woodland-dependent species
such as capercaillic and red squirrel.

Tmpact on the local landscape. The l*eplacmﬁem of the pinewood wilh a large number of houses

3




on the outskitts of Boat of Garten will be hugely deitimental to the woodland setling that the vilisfgé ’
ctirently enjoys. '

‘Overdevelopment in the Cairngorms National Pavk. Large housing developments are becoming
cominonplace in the roral hinterfand of the Park. There arc already very large-scale developments,
built and pending, in the Aviemore area. When there js a conflict of interest betweon development
and conscrvation in a Nalional Park then it is surely landscape and conservation intetests that

should prevail.
Wours sincerely -

Neil MacKenzic

i

Neil A by, Lochgarthside, Gorthleck, Inverness-shire IV2Z 6YD
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Norbu, Lochgarthside, Gorthleck, inverness_shire, IV2 8YP

. 20 December 2010
Andrew Tait (andrewlait@caiingorms.co.uk}
CNPA Planning Office '
Albart Memorial Haii
Station Sguare
Ballater
Aberdeenshire, AB35 5QB

Objection to Proposed Housing Development in Craigie Wood,
Boat of Garten. Ref: 08/272/CP

Daar Mr. TaEt,'

| would like to object to the proposed housing development in Craigie
Wood on the following grounds:

Loss of native woodland. Increasing fragmentation of natural habitais
is one of the main causes of biodiversity loss, resulting in isolation and
nossible local extinction of woodiand-dependent species such as
capercaillie and red sguirrel.

impact on the local landscape. The replacement of the pinewood
with a large number of houses on the outskirts of Boat of Garten will be
hugely detrimental to the woodland setting that the village currently
ehjoys.

Overdevelopment in the Cairngorms National Park. Large housing
developments are becoming commonplace in the rural hinterland of the
Park. There are aiready very arge-scale developments, buill and
pending, in the Aviemore area, When there is a confiict of interest
between development and conservation in a Nationai Park then it is
surely landscape and conservation interests that shouid prevail.

~ Yours sincerely

Meil MacKenzie
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Julie Miflman

From: Andrew Talt - ) REPHESENTATION

Sent: 21 December 2040 14:08 _

To: Julie Mitlman LOHMOWLEDESD 'y
Subject: FW: Boat of Garten proposed developmert and*ftrngi"-w-----n-w--'m 1210 L"j_m""‘i

R | Cebngerme Nationsd |
From: Liz Holden Fess i ALEFOTY

Sent: 21 December 2010 12:36 -
To: Andrew Tait; Karen Couper 21 BEC &6
Subject: Poat of Garten proposed development and fungl 'Pi.r\j S

Brear Andrew and Karan, Fam emailing vou in relatlon fo a dcveicpm&hﬂaﬁ%@%‘.yr } cnlbntation adjacont
to Boat of Garten an Speyside,

iy specialism s fungl, and | have been actively foraying, strveying and teaching about fung! tn Scotland for the kst
15 yaars. The following coramant about the fungi in this woodiand, has been hrought to my attenfion and its
inaccuracy concerns me as it s very misleading with regard to the Tungal significance of this piece of woodland.

" MBEC have nat carried out specific fungal sirveys of the site but have
noted the presence of common fungi whife surveying on the site (eg

ayster mushroom fly agaric hedgehog fungus and common chantarelfe-mast
of which were outside and south of the proposed development site] and

we would have picked up any rarer fungal frufting structures had they

beén present, MBEC do not feel that detailed fungal surveys are

necessary for this sfte because of its lack of past woodland continuity

and it{sic] ploughed and drained soif and disturbed recent post” '

I, and a numbar of other membeors of the Grampian Fungus Group held a foray weekend on Speyside fn
2009, and during that time visited the wood in question. We were there on Sept. 26th 2009 { understand
that MBEC were there on Sept 11th } and found the following 5 UKBAP specles (alt stiptate tooth fungi}:

Bonkera fuligineoaiba (Drab Tooth) NHE3:278 19003
Hydnaliura peckif (Devil's Tooth) NH 03468 18382, NH 53475 18983
Siwcodon squamosis {Scaly Tooth) BHS3381 18971, NHD3440 18854, NH 93383 18964, NH 03405 18562

Hydnefllum caerufetm {Rlue Tooth) NHE3559 18955 Listed as 'near threatened on Lhe prefiminary assessment red
fiSt ) r
Sarcodon gloucopus {Greanfcot Tooth) NHO3559 18059 Listed as ‘velnerahle’ on the prefiminary assessment red Hst

These particutar fungi have fong lived frult bodies and | am surprised that the MBEC missed thaw. The fast two are
the most interesting of the tooth fungt present on site - Sarcoden gloucopus Is unknown in tha UK pulside af
Speyside / Upper Deeside / Strathiarrar / Glen AfRIc. it is considered rare across its European range. Hyidneflum
coervizum has a siwllar although slightly wider range in the UK and in additfon, one record from Engiand and
another from Morthern freland. tn a European context this latter species is not ahways considered rare.

Wheit a wootiand, even plantation, Is so close to ofd semd-naturai woodiand, the chances of rare speties oColling
are high {supporting papers by Humphreys et al avaitable}, What MBEC suggest about the fack of value of plargation
woods for fungi would be truer if this arca of plantation were a long way from ofd woadkand, Presumably it is the
praximity of fungal inculurn {in the form of spores and mircorrhizas) that enaides perlpheral plantation woods o be
of constderable conseivation interest for fungi. )




Mycologists biave no ides how robust or secure thess short management cyclo sitos aro for the fungl, bt the
cantinued presence of woodlands around the edye of tho cora woodkid is undoulredly impe_rtant for tisase
arganisms 50 rarely found in other parts of the UK. | would not be in favour of any dovetopriant that would remove
the potential of this woadiand to support these rare species.

Yours sincerely, Liz Holden

Liz Halden

Allzrangeoich

Mar Lodge Estate
Braemar

Balater

Aherdeenshire AB35 5Y]
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20 DEC 281

Attan Bantick Nafuralist
23 Graigie Avenue, Boal of Garten, Invemess-

To: Andrew Taif, CNPA Flanning Cffice ' 13th December 2010
Alberi Memariat Hali, Station Square -
Baliater, Aberdsenshire, AR3S GOB

OBJECTION TO PROPOSED HOUSING DEVELOPIEENT iN CRAIGIE WOOD, BOAT OF

GARTE e e -
: | Cabyponns Mational Perl Aulonty
REFERENCE 08/272/CP | Planag Anoieefan Mo, O B {’L’-"}’Z.IC_P

REFRTSENTATIN

Drear 3ir,

| am writing o exiress my strong objection to the proposed: ot ERYEksHent In Cralgie AN I o
Wood malniy, but not exciusively, on the grounds of unaccefizblslovelS OFaBIIDaTTEG -
protected spactes of wildlife.

Wilctkife

My ohjection ta an earlier version of this proposed development included the following lext:
"The capercaiie is in dire trouble in Scotland. The area of woodiand which is threatanad by
this estate is af presont a huffer zone betwoen the village and the area of woodiand
frequenfed by the capercailics.  If these housos are buill the capercailiie will he driven finther
info the forest and what is at present a skip of usable capercaillie habital wilf become thalr
naw Buffer zone.”

| & aware that the naw proposed developrment is smaller than that to which the above fext
raferred, byt that does not significantly change anything. Capercailios will still be driven
deeper into the shrinking forest in exsctly the same way and, due to the position of the
proposed houses in relation fo the heart of the forest, almost fo the same extent. In my
oplnlon we should not be harassing important wildlife species in {his way. To make maliers
worse, dogs on the loose are a signiticant problam and ¥is inevitable that some of the
proposed naw houses will be occupiad by dog owners, whose animals will simply add to the
existing pack. ! note the mifigation map provided by Bracewel Stirling and consider the
suggested measures to be ulterly inadequate. Trees felled across paths have never ghoppad
walkers, with or without dogs, from navigating the woods; walkers either create a detour
arotind the obsteuction or, a5 happened last winter when the snow brought down lofs of trees,
they wilf drag the trees out of the way or saw them up If they are too big o be dragged. |
should afso point out st several of the must popular paths walked by dog owners are not
shown on the mah at &l

The red squirtel, ke the capercaiilie, enjoys the protection of the law. This protection
Inciudes a presumption against feling any tree in which squirrels have a drey, regardiess of
whether the dray is for raising a family or just a resting place. The patch of woodland in which
the proposed housing development is sited has several rees contalning dreys and the
woadiand in generel has a dense population; enaugh to have been chosen two years ago as
one of the sources of aduli red squitrels fo be usad for a reintroduction project at Durdonnel.

The crested tit is 8 scarce bird and s Bsted on Schedule 1 of profected birds aleng with
eagles, capercailies and ospreys. Thera is a stable population of crested fits in Craigie
Waood for which | can supply nest records for the past several years If yoil wish to see them.




Other Factars

Tourism i the major indusiry i this area and inferest by the pubiic in wildfife is the biggest
single atiraction. Boat of Garten is famous for its wildiife so # is madness to do anything
which harms will creatures here.

Plannars have heen felling us for years that we should aveid the kind of ribhon development
that has produced strings of houses along the side of roads leading to and from communities.
Ig sorme cass these strings have actually hecome the communiies - see Slreet of Kincardine
for example. To place these proposed houges alongside Deshar Road would be a clear
contravattion of thls poticy. '

Ta allow houses to encroach info the wood in this way creafes a dangerous precedent. 1L will
strely ondy be a matter of time baefors the next wave of platning applications will use the
prasanca of these propoaed new houses as & lever o justify mors of the same and the
process ia likely to continue unti thare is [Rfls left of this lovely place. | belleve we must make
a stand now of risk creafing conditions which will lead o the slow death of this forest.

Conciuslon

in miy opinion this development is in the wrong place.  If houses are needed hera, and | am
not ai alf convinesd that they are, they should be placed in the spaces that sfill exist arcund
the main hlock of the village.  Two such spaces are the gap beside the caravan park (map ref
KHI404-1919) and the emply angle befween the back of the houses in Kinchurdy road and
Deshar Road (map ref NHB410-1877).

| have heard there are difficulties with both of these sites and that is why the Cralgle Waodd
opfion was chosen. if thal [s the case then expediency has yel again ruled the day. i these
houses reslly ate necessary then thay must go where they will do the least damage, but to
bulld houses in a beawtiiul mece of woodiand just because you can is shameful. With modem
tachnology most practical difficuliies can be overcome and aven i this means incuring exira
expense it will be monay wall apent if it reswits in doing the right thing by cur preciots wildiife.

Altan Bantick
f.ocal Resident
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~Original Message--
From: HelenGeddesi

Sent: Fri 1771272010 16: R ——
To: Andrew Tait ) i REPRESENTATION
Subject: Boat Housing: Capercaillie Midigation Flan WHOMEDSED Q112,10 -

e o—— e — "

Drear Andraw,

_ lam strugeling to find reference to the current consultation on the capercaillie damage /
mitigation managemaent plans on the CNPA web site, | und erstand there is & consultation
wrt Davall Developments plans for a mejor housing development, buc this is not posted on
the Planning sections of the CNPA web site,

| have however seen the map indicating the proposed mitigation measures and would ke
to make the foilowing comments. Please can you Jodge these at the meeting for 7th
© fanuary and in the planning approvalfrefusal process.

{ object to the proposed mitigation measures for the following reasons:-

i- The perimeter dog exercising path (shown in orange on the plan) Is wholly inadequate for
purpose. My reasens for stating this are that the dogs } meet being exercisod (responsibly)
around the village tend to be active gundog and collie types. These dogs require at least 40-
60 minutes exercise per day which equates to a walk of some 4.5 kan. If the owners of
these dogs are to be encouraged to keep such dogs on leads at all tines rather than free
ranging (whilst still under control) fetching balls etc then these distances and times should
be considered as rainima.

2- The current loop to the north west is watked less at present than In the past, and 1 note
that the paths to Loch Vaa are waliced more frequently - closure of this path shown as
green on the plan) will have the effect of displacing more people to the Loach Vaa paths. i
obiect to this closure. ' :

3- The plan does not show the full range and number of paths and tiracles within this
woodland : consequently it can be of very limited assistance in assessing mitigation
measures. This means the mitigation measures will not be competent. Any path closures
are likely to be inadequate as given the nature of the terrain Is it casy to walk around and
form new desire lines.

4- In 2 village chat relies heavily on solid fuel for domestic heating and ina climate of
encouraging use of wood fuel, and with many residents competent users of chain saws etc
the blocking of paths with felled trees witf be a extremely limited duration!

5- The offer by Seaficld Estate to open up areas of woodkind remote from the paths is
welcomed. However for the mitigation measures to be assessed for competence the extent
and Tocations of these areas must be given. In the current draft they are omitted, again
demonstrating this as an inadequate mitigation plan,

As a resident | find myself caught in a dilemma. | do support the provision of limited "social"
housing for Beat of Garten village to meet the existing demand within the community
council area (le 6-10 units) an dwould like to see this retained as "social” housing.




| OBJECT to the over provision of such accommodation {ie more than 8-10 units), and
object to the proposed total mumber of private houses in the proposed development. This
development, if approved, changes Boat from being a tight nucieated settlement into 2
“fumpy" ribbon development that does not meet current housing policies (CNPA &
Highiand Coungcil). | do not see an equivalent increase in local employment opportunities
to support such an increase in residents. Boat already has close to 30% unoccupied houses
and | object to the provision of more. '

Your sincerely,
Helen Geddes
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Andrew Tait, N . .. ’
CNPA e
Alort Memorial Hall 2@ DEC 7410
Station Square
Ballater ‘ o fv) RECEWVED om
Abordeenshire ' ' ’
AB35 08
19 December 2050
Dear 5ir,

OBJECTION TO PROPOSED HOUSBING DRVELOPMENT IN CRAIGIE WOOD
BOAT OF GARTEN -- REFERENCE 08/272/CP-

I write to record my objection to the proposed housing development in Craigle
Wood, Boat of Garten for the reasons stated below,

My objections arc based on 30+ years of involvement in managing the nearby
Abernethy NNR as warden and Senior Site Manager during which tme I
developed an intimate knowledge of the ccology and natural history importance
of the reserve including the native Scots pine woodland. Irefired from the
reserve in March 2010, but during my employment I was insfrumental In setling
up a methadology to record as many aspeets of the natural history of the site to
a} find out what was there and b} to ensure management of the site didn’t
damage any of the natural history importance. From recording my first bird on
the reserve in 1976 fwough to finding a resupinate fungus which was new to the
rescrve just a few weeks ago I have continually added new species Lo the reserve
database. [was also keen to invalve experts in visiting the reserve Lo record
species with which they were familiar, adding many specics, over many years, to
the reserve lists. T would therefore suggest that short surveys of a few days will
not adequately inform CNPA of the Importance of a site, particularly on the scale




of housing proposal in Craigic Wood. I would like to expand on this inadequacy
below. Having seen the ecological report produced on behalf of the developer, 1
present my objeciions as follows.

Capercaillie

Despite the assertion by the developers that the woodland is “a plantation” il is
good for capercailtic, and despite the current level of visits by walkors, dog
walkers cte, ihe birds survive, However, to bulld houscs actually within the
woodland where they lek and breed, albeit on the “edge”, the jevel of |
disturbance will increase with an inevitable impact on the capercailiie. When
RSPB bought the Loch Garten area in 1975 there was alek closc to Loch
Mallachie and females regularly nested in the adjacent woudland (Common Bird
Census survey Stowart Taylor 1977 to 1987) both the lek and breeding birds
disappeared when this became the main area freguented by visitors following
the establishment of the reserve. Sadly, this is what will happen in the woodland
clase to the proposed development despite management aimed at keeping
visitors on the tracks. The survey peried lo monitor this decline took 10 years at
Loch Garten by which lime # was oo late to rectify the situation. A similar
irreversible situation will develop once the houses are built. The creation of
“new” paths from the devclopment hasn't been addressed particularly when fhe
Bracewell Strling mitigation map doesn't show those that already cxist. Asa
minimum, a full, longer-term survey of the distribution of this jmportant
capercaillie population should be undertaken, by suitably qualified surveyors.

Crested tit and crosshiil

Meithey Speciés seems to have been surveyed properlty, Crested fits are resident
and would need to be surveyed for a number of breeding seasons to identify
repular nesting arcas within or adjacent to the propused development site.
Winter surveys would also be needed to establish whether the development site
is important as a feeding or roosting area during the harshest iime of the year.
Crosshills on [he other hand come and go depending on the crop of Scots pine
cones. In a good cone year numbers increase and in poor cone years birds may
be absent, therefore a single years sarvey wilt provide very little information on
the importance of the proposed development site and surrounding woodland {o
Britain's only endemic bird species.

Molluse species

T notice in the MBEC report a camment about “it is uniikely that either of these
spoecics Is present” referring to the stugs Linax cinereoniger and Malneofitnax
fenelius. | now little about L. cinereoniger but have recorded many sites for M.




tentellus in Abernethy Forest. To find M. fenelins casily you would need to visit
potential sites in the autumn fungt fruiting scason when it can be found feeding
on white coral fungus (Claenling crisiafg). At other times you need to work hard
to find the slug as it hides away undey sections of deadwood lying on the forest
fioor. Before dismissing the slugs as not being present did the surveyors spend
time searching suitable deadwood habitats which arc well represented on the
proposed development sile?

Stipitate hydnoid fungi

1 think the MBEC statement in their report regarding “fomgal surveys” shows a
total lack of understanding of the importance of the Scots pine woodland (semi-
natural and planted) in Shathspey for a group of rave fungi — the slipitate
hydnoids or tooth fungi. I am not a mycotogist but Thave developed a specialist
skill in searching for and identifying fungi within this group, mainly in
Abernethy Forest where 13 of the approximate 18 species which eccur in the UK
have been recorded. The main location for these fungl is along track-sides or in
small berrow-pits {quarries) by the forest tracks these two habitats accounting for
approximately 80% of all sites. Plough-lines have also proved suitable for
fruiting. Onc of the biggest populations {currently known] of tooth fungt in the
UK are to be found on a section of track in plantation woodland in Abernethy,
details can be supplied if necessary. The annual sutvey involves waIkmg each
side of the frack being surveyed. The survey has been carried out annually for
the Iast B years, the minimum time I would suggest that is required to record
some of the Joss regudar fruiting species, These fungi are nilrogen sensitive and
would be badly impacted in axeas where dogs regularly relieve themscives. An
inercase in dog walkers will be an inevitable consequence of the proposed
development, The British Mycological Sodety would also welcome detatls from
MBEC Associates of the location of the oyster mushroom, a species which only
Thas one record in the Strathspey area on fhe NBN Gateway map. [ assume what
was scen was Pleurotellus porrigens, casting a little doubt on the competence of
the surveyors involved. Tt took 18 years of September visits by an expert
rycologist to compile a reasonable list of the fungt within Abernethy Forest
many of which occur away from tracks. Considering the proposed devclopment
would destroy a arge area of established Scots pine woodiand, a minimum
requitement should be a full mycological sutvey of the woodland invobved.

Whilst I agroe that more affordable housing is needed in the local area to meet a
timited, fucal need, destroying woodland to buiid them is not the right way to
progress. Neither does it seem to be sensible to allow these destructive
developments to progress without some clement of independent survey work




covering at least a full growing and breeding season. Twill be happy to provided
additional informaiion regarding my objections if you require it :

Yours sincerely

Stewart Taylor

Copy of Jetter in post.




Jufie Miliman

From: Guassa Gelada Reseaich Projectl

Sont: 20 Deceraber 2010 02:10 '

To: Andrew Tait, Planning

Subfect: 0Bf272/CP Proposed Housing , Beat of Garten Woed

L e e e o
- 08727 HCP Proposed Housing, Boat of Gatte 1‘\'.‘{?&5;!:;'5;’:;{:{'{}’.35 STy et N e ﬁ‘““@*‘h B

- Lt e
Feanra sl CHITY

Dear Sir | 28 DEC il

REFRESENTATION

ACRNBWILEDEED 2o .10

08/272/CP Proposad Housing , Beat of Garte | Wood

T AlLiTE

I strongly object to the above proposal for the reasons set out below.

it is inappropriate to put housing in high quality native woodland. As a graduate ccologist who grew up in
tha arca, | am very familiar with Boat of Garten wood and the native wildlife it supports. | consider it to be .
a patural treasure which supports a great wealth of native pine wood species. The proposed development
would irreversibly degrade the wood, and have severe consequences for the wildlife it supports and the
landscape setting it provides. The Capercaillie population would be inevitably harmed both from increased
disturbance and loss of the valuable buffer zone that protects its core habitat in the wood. The .
Capercaillie of this wood are of national value, They form a koy compenent of the Strathspey population
which is the most important population for Capercaillic conservation in Scotland, The impact of this
development on the Capercaillic of Boat of Garten Wood will have negative consequences for
conservation of the species In the nearby Special Protected Arcas that were designated specifically for
their value to Capercaillie. Capercaiilie are a primary attraction for visitors to the area, including to the
RSPR's caper hide watch, and their presence’in Boat of Garten wood enhances the ntrinsic vahie and
uniqueness of the place. The proposed development would also impact on other charismatic native species
that are of conservation significance.

Red squirrels and crested tits are frequently to be found in and around the proposed development site.
The eairngorms population for these species is of national importance, as is recognised by the L BAP which
cites the UK importance of the cairngorms popuations as “High” for crested tits and "Very High” for red
squirrels. This development site also provides exceffent habitat for pinewood invertebrates and boasts a
charactersitic community of fungi and plants. Keystone spacies such as wood ants eccur within the site.
The lack of survaying for groups such as fungi is an inexcusable oversight, since this site provides habitat
for a number of UK priority species that are known to occur there, The proposed developraent would
inevitably lead to loss of habitat, as well as degradation of the forest surrounding the proposal site.

| do not perceive that there are benefits from the proposed development which in any way justify
irreversibly damaging an assef as precious as Boat of Garten Wood. As a young person hoping some day
to return 1o work in the Strath, | am as keen as any that there should be affordable housing available.
However, this should be provided in an environmentally friendly and genuinely sustainable manner. The
proposal is a far cry from how local housing needs should be met within the MNational Parlc and
conspicucusly lacks forward thinking. The addition of more second homos to the village is highly
inappropriate and residency critoria should be applied. The location of the proposal in native pine wood
permanentiy degrades the area’s natural heritage and flies in the face of national conservation efforts for
Capercaillie. The proposed mitigation is weak, ineffective and utteriy unreifable. As such this proposal is an
example of highly unsustainable development that has no place in the environmentally aware society we
live in, much less within 2 Mational Parle.

Yours sinicoroly




Sorrel Jones

Current address

cfe California State College, Fullerton
(Guassa Gefada Research Project
Guassa
Ethiopia

Haomo addrass
Fiodhag, Nethybridge
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Cairngorms,Nattonal Park Authority
Albert Moeforial Hall

Station S;:;uare

Balater .

AB35 5B

Dear Sirs

08/272/CP Buat of Garten Wood housing proposais

The Cairngorvms Campaign maintains its previous objection to this proposed
development. ' :

The Cairngorms Campaign further objects to the above proposal as it is In
conflict with the founding atms of the National Park and contrary to policies
comtained within -the recently adopted CNFPA Tocal Plan for safeguarding
landgeape, réfaining biodiversity, and protecting and enhancing rative
woadlands, Policies 3 and 4 of the new Cairngorms Nationial Park Lecal Plan
are inconsistent with this propoesal, given existing knowledge on profected
specics within this wood. ) '

The Scottish Plarming Policy 2010 states: (146) “Ancient and semi-natural
woodland Is an important and irreplaceable national yesouree that should bo
protected and enhanced, as should other native and long established
woodlands with high nature conservation value, Tho Scottish Foresiry Strafegy
idenliftes the protection of woodlands of high biodiversily value as an
important consideration in the development management process. Woodland
of high nature conservation value should be identified in development plans
along with velevant policies for its profeciion and enhancement.”




Woaodland provides an important part of the landscape setling to the village of
Beat of Garten. The pinewoods of Strathspey support nationally significant
biodiversity interests including, for example, the moest important population in
ScoHand of the endangered capercaiflie, the largest member of the grouse
family, These woods are home to birds like crossbills and crested tits,
mammals like red squirrels, and other special and protected species referred to
in the Cairngorms Local Biodiversity Action Plan; they are also on the Scottish
Biodiversity List, These pinewoods should b treasured for the benefits they
provide and not subject to development detrimental to the interest of [ulure

generafions.

We consider that touvism in protected areas dL*}flf:nds o maintaining a high
quality of environmental and culhaval conditions: in this case that iclates not
only to the woodland itself but to the built environment, both of which are
recognised as coniributing lo the special qualities of the National Paik,
Adding a rclatively large housing estate to the periphery of the village in the
form of an unsympathetic expansion into native woodland is not consistent

with high quality development.

This proposal, if approved, would irreplaccably damage the environmental
capital; it is nof worthy of the Cairngorms National Park and shoudd be
refused. )

Youts sincerely

Dir Tain A. Robertson

Acling Convener, Cairngorms Campaign
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Subject; FW: BOat of Garten Development MEPRESENTATION
Attachments: Boat of Garten Buglife Gbiection.pdf
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current defiberations.
Yours sinceraly

stk |

KMatt Shardiow
Chief Executive

Bugtife - The Invertebrate Conservation Trust
Firat Flaor

9 Bridge Sfrect

Peterkorough

PE? fDY

Conserving the small things that run the world.

Buglife Christmas Crafts! Are your children hored now that school is finiahied for
Christmas? Buglife has put fogether some fun crafi aclivities free to download frem ouy
website, for just this oucasion. Grab your glue, scissors and pencils and gst creating! Click

here to find out morel
BuglTe - The Invertehrske Conservation Trust Is a company limited by guaranise, Reglsterad in England at First Fioor, 90 Bridge Streek,
Petarhorough, Cambs, PE1 1DY. Company ne. 4132685  Registered charlty no. 1032283  Scoitish charlly no. SCO40264
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Dear Mr. Tait,

Ohiection to Proposed Housing Development In Cralgle Weed Beat ef Garten,
Rof: 08/272/0P

We abject to the proposed development in Craigie Waod on the following grounds:

Loss of native woodland, The proposal affecis a significant area of Caledonian
pine forest, This Is &t rare habitat of incredible Impotance for the congervation of

hiodiversify,

Steriler ground hopper. This is the only confiimaed site for the Slender ground
hopper { Tefrix subudata) In Scotland. To lese | would b an environmantal tragsdy,
therg saams to be uncertainty abou the polendia! impacts of the development an this
species, making a decision in light of this unceriainty would be negisctful,

Inadequate Iformation. The presence of the Slender grovnd hopper and records
from neasrby woodiand of a rahge of endangered and UK BAP Prierily species
inciuding the Pine haverily {Blera faflax), Cousin German {Profolampra sobring) and
the Caledvrdan sac-spider {Clubiona subsulfans) indicate that the slts has the
potential o suppod many endangared anhiais, However there have hot baen
sufficlent surveys done to establish the lovet of significanca of the sits, Givan the
likely very tgh significance {o blodiversity this lack of data s undcoeptable, as is the
suggestion that further sunveys could be done atter grantihg planadng permission.
Thiz would be agalnst all the principles of impact assessment.

in sumenany under the Netme Conservation {Sootiand) Act 2&&4 the planning
authority has a duty to further the conservation of biodivorsity. All the indloations are
that granting permlssion would be contrary o this duly, and In any case graniing
penvission on the basis of the data preeented would indicate o disregard for the

nateral heritage of the reglon.

Yours sinceraly

Craig Macadam -
Canservation Offlcer (Scotland)

Prosltent - Gegnalie Grear Veo-Prosioents - Mok Sokpr and Edaird O Wiksen  Chadromnw - Afas Sbbs  Dlreekor - Math Sl
Duglita - The frvestebiaty Conserealian Teest |z o compacky Mreied by grereplas Company Mot 32655 Raglstored Olieriby Nee 8043963
Reglebared in Epglaned = 1758 Park Foad, Peleraroigl, Gombrdgeshie, PHE 2LF
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