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PURPOSE OF REPORT

The purpose of this report is to provide a consultation response to the
Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit (the determining Authority for
this application as the output is more than 50 MW) on this proposed wind
farm, which lies to the north east of the Cairngorms National Park. The
application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

The planning issues being considered in relation to this consultation are
whether there are any impacts upon the qualities of the National Park.

SITE DESCRIPTION AND PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
Site Description

The application site is located within the Moray Council administrative area at
Dorenell. It is situated on the Glenfiddich Estate approximately 8 km south
west of Dufftown, to the north east of Braes of Glenlivet, and to the south
west of the Cabrach to Dufftown A941 road, off which access is proposed via
two access points.

It is located within the Blackwater Forest and Glenfiddich forest areas,
spanning the summits of Thiefs Bush Hill, Hill of Dorenell, Carn Allt a
Chlaiginn and Scaut Hill. The elevation of the site ranges from approximately
400 to 750m AOD. The site largely comprises moorland with a number of
watercourses crossing the site. There are also various walking routes
crossing the site, including two that start in Glenlivet and Ladderfoot.

The closest point of the wind farm is some 2.25km to the north east of the
Cairngorms National Park boundary at the Braes of Glenlivet as shown in
Figure | and the context of the site is shown in Figure 2. (The blue line on
this figure indicates the extension area referred to in paragraph 6 below)
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Figure 2 Context of Site
Proposed Development

Planning permission is in place for a wind farm at Dorenell comprising 59
turbines of height up to 126 metres to tip and generation capacity of 177
MW. Two separate applications have now been submitted to the Scottish
Government: one for variation of the original consent to reduce the number
to 53 and reconfigure the layout and the other to extend the site to
accommodate a further |0 turbines to give a total of 63 turbines. The height
of the proposed turbines will be greater. It is understood that two separate
planning applications are required in order to avoid any element of double
subsidy under “Contracts of Difference (allocation) Regulations 2014” and
this is the approach agreed between the applicants and the determining
authority (Scottish Government).

The proposal will effectively create a single wind farm development. A
combined Environmental Statement has been submitted covering all the
proposals with the intention that the proposed development will be
authorised by the combination of the two applications. The consultation to
the Cairngorms National Park Authority (CNPA) from Scottish Government
covers this entire scheme.

i
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The applicants advise that the rationale for the proposed change to the
approved proposals is because wind turbine technology has advanced rapidly
since the original scheme was submitted in 2008 and this, coupled with delays
in connecting any wind farm to the national grid, has prompted them to
revisit the design of the original scheme with the aim of increasing electricity
generating capacity.

The scheme now proposes the erection of 63 wind turbines, |5 of which will
be 125 metres high to blade tip, with the remaining 48 to be 150 metres high
to blade tip. Hub height will be 75 metres and 100 metres respectively.
Rotor diameter for both heights of turbines is up to 10l metres and the total
generating capacity is 207 MW.

Other components of the development are as follows:

a) Crane hardstanding areas

b) Access roads — including upgrades to existing tracks and 38 km of new
tracks of running width 5 metres

c) Four permanent wind monitoring masts

d) Sub stations including underground cables and transformers. The grid
connection would be via the new substation. Details of the connection
from the site to the wider network would be the subject of a separate
consents procedure. The anticipated grid connection point is at
Blackhillock near Keith.

e) Five on-site borrow pits

Figure 3 illustrates the proposed layout as compared to the consented
layout where the red markers are the proposed turbine location and the blue
are the consented locations.
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As stated previously, the application was accompanied by an Environmental
Statement (ES), which covered the following key areas:

a) Landscape and visual impact assessment

b) Wild land assessment

c) Land use, recreation and access

d) Ecology and Ornithology

e) Hydrology, geology and hydrogeology

f) Cultural heritage - which referred to impacts upon the Roman Catholic
seminary at Scalan and concluded that indirect impacts were not
significant. All impacts upon cultural heritage considered to be directly
comparable with those presented by the consented scheme and not
significant

g) Telecommunications and aviation

h) Noise

i) Traffic

j)  Socio Economic Impacts including tourism and recreation. This concluded
that the creation and upgrading of the network of access tracks would
improve access on the Glenfiddich estate and encourage recreation.

A statement of Community Consultation and a Planning Statement were also
provided. The Planning Statement outlines how it is considered the
development complies with relevant planning policies although it does not
identify the National Park Partnership Plan which contains relevant policies
relating to development affecting the setting and special landscape qualities of
the National Park. It refers instead to the Cairngorms Local Plan and Local
Development Plan which are not relevant in this case.

The Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) information sought to
identify the effects of the proposed development on the landscape and visual
resource in the Study Area (defined as 35 km radius of the site centre) and
assess the significance of effects. This covered three main areas:

(a) Effects on landscape
(b) Effects on views
(c) Cumulative effects
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The LVIA included photomontages and visualisations from a number of
viewpoints (VPs) including seven from within the National Park at:

(1) Morven (VP19 at 22.6 km distant)
(2) Ladder Hills (VP11 at 6 km)

(3) Meall Gaineimh (VP12 at 24.8 km)
(4) Tom Trumper (VP14 at 10 km)

(5) Meal a Bhuachaille (VP16 at 34.1 km)
(6) Cromdale Hills (VP17 at 16.2km

(7) A939 Tomintoul (VP15 at 15 km)

A further wire frame visualisation to show impacts from Scalan, the category
A Listed Roman Catholic seminary in the Braes of Glenlivet to the south of
the site, was provided following a request from the CNPA Landscape Advisor
and Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) along with wireframes from Braes of
Glenlivet and the heritage path.

The LVIA concluded that, despite the scale of the development, the significant
effects occur in a relatively contained core of the study area, which includes a
small part of the north east area of the Cairngorms National Park at the
Ladder Hills. It also concluded that in all remaining parts of the study area,
(including the remaining parts of the National Park, the Cairngorms National
Scenic Area and the Cairngorms Wild Land Area) effects will not be
significant largely because of their distance from the development and also
because of the wider influence on the character of these areas especially from
the Cairngorms Mountains, which in contrast to the Dorenell Hills, form a
much more remarkable and scenic landscape influence.

It also concluded that in comparing the consented and the proposed schemes
the impacts were broadly similar with the scale of change not sufficient to
change the significance of effects.

RELEVANT PLANNING HISTORY

Some Members may recall the previous application for a wind farm at
Dorenell (as referred to earlier in this report) and which was considered at
the September 2008 meeting of the CNPA Planning Committee. At this time
the Committee objected to the application (in line with officer
recommendation) raising the following concerns:

a) the cumulative impact with other windfarms upon the quality of the
National Park and its setting

b) impacts upon wild land value

c) potential impacts upon golden eagle

d) economic impacts arising from reduction in quality of tourism experience
for walkers and those taking part in traditional sporting activities

e) the need to consider the carbon footprint balance between construction
and energy benefits
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This application progressed to a public inquiry in October 2010 and consent
was granted by the Scottish Government in December 201 | in line with the
recommendations of the Directorate of Planning and Environmental Appeals’
Reporter. The Reporter concluded that the landscape and visual impacts,
including cumulative impacts and the effects upon the National Park, were
not unacceptable. A copy of the Scottish Ministers’ decision letter is included
in Appendix |.

More recently in 2013, CNPA officers provided advice at the Environmental
Impact Assessment scoping stage as to key issues to be addressed with any
submission for an extension to the consented development. These issues
included the need to assess the effect on the special landscape qualities
experienced in the Ladder Hills and the vicinity of Braes of Glenlivet, the
setting of Scalan, and impacts upon wildness. At this scoping stage the
proposal was to extend the site to accommodate a total of 68 turbines of
maximum height up to 150 metres. The scoping response highlighted that the
proposal risked having significant adverse landscape and visual effects, and
these impacts may affect the landscape setting of the National Park and the
experiences of its special landscape qualities to a significant degree.

As Members are aware there has been some pressure for new wind farms
around the National Park and in the vicinity of Dorenell two key sites, both
located to the east of Dorenell, are as follows:

a) Kildrummy where 8 wind turbines of height 93 metres to tip have been
approved and installed following public inquiry. The CNPA Planning
Committee considered this application at the May 2005 meeting and
objected to the proposal.

b) Clashindarroch where 18 wind turbines of height 110 to tip have been
approved and are being installed

These sites are shown in Appendix 2 —= Wind Farm Map which shows key
sites at planning and pre planning stage around the National Park.

DEVELOPMENT PLAN CONTEXT
National Policy and Guidance

Scottish Planning Policy (SPP, revised 2014) sets out national planning
policies that reflect Scottish Ministers priorities for the operation of the
planning system and for the development and use of land. Under planning law,
planning applications must be determined according to the development plan
unless material considerations indicate otherwise. The content of SPP is a
material consideration in planning decisions that carries significant weight.
The SPP promotes consistency in the application of policy across Scotland
while allowing sufficient flexibility to reflect local circumstances.
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SPP specifically sets out that the planning system should support the
transformational change to a low carbon economy, support the development
of a diverse range of electricity generation from renewable energy
technologies, and guide development to appropriate locations. In paragraph

I 54, it sets out the Scottish Government’s commitment to increasing the
overall amount of energy generated from renewable sources to 30% by 2020
with the equivalent of 100% of electricity demand being met by renewable
sources by this date. In terms of policy principles, paragraph 154 requires the
planning system to guide renewable energy development to appropriate
locations and to advise on the issues that would need to be taken into
account when specific proposals are being assessed.

Paragraph 169 sets out the issues to be considered when considering energy
infrastructure development proposals including the need to consider likely
cumulative impacts and landscape and visual impacts, including effects on wild
land. Further advice on wind energy is contained in the Scottish Government
online information note on “onshore wind turbines” which sets out issues to
be considered and references the range of SNH publications and guidance on
wind energy and planning.

National Parks are highlighted in paragraphs 84 — 86 of the SPP under the
“promoting rural development” section. These paragraphs re-state the aims
of the National Parks and the need to pursue these collectively. SPP
highlights that if there is a conflict between the first aim (conserving and
enhancing the natural and cultural heritage of the area) and any of the others
then greater weight must be given to the first aim. Planning decisions are
expected to reflect this weighting and be consistent with these aims.

Paragraph 212 of the SPP highlights that where development affects a
National Park it should only be permitted where the objectives of the
designation and the overall integrity of the area will not be compromised, or
any significant adverse impacts on the qualities for which the area has been
designated are clearly outweighed by social, environmental or economic
benefits of national importance.

SPP also highlights in paragraph 85 that these aims and requirements apply to
development outwith a National Park that affects the Park.

Wild Land Areas are addressed in paragraph 200 of the SPP which are
identified as being very sensitive to any form of intrusive human activity and
have little or no capacity to accept development with the requirement set
out for Plans to identify and safeguard the character of areas of wild land as
identified in the Scottish Natural Heritage 2014 map of wild land areas. In
relation to development management, it is highlighted in paragraph 215 that
development may be appropriate in some circumstances, and further
consideration is required to demonstrate that any significant effects on the
qualities of these areas can be substantially overcome by siting, design or
other mitigation.

10
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Strategic Policy
Cairngorms National Park Partnership Plan 2012-2017

The Cairngorms National Park Partnership Plan sets out the vision and
overarching strategy for managing the Park and provides focus and priorities
at a time of limited financial resources. The Plan also provides a strategic
context for the Local Development Plan and shows how the four aims of the
National Park can be achieved together. It sets out the strategic direction
and priorities for the Park.

Three long term outcomes for the Park are set out as follows:

I) A sustainable economy supporting thriving businesses and communities

2) A special place for people and nature with natural and cultural heritage
enhanced and

3) People enjoying the park through outstanding visitor and learning
experiences

These outcomes address the interaction of the three main characteristics of
the National Park these being; that the Park is an internationally important
area for nature conservation; a fragile rural economy; and an internationally
known tourism destination. Recognising the relationship of these outcomes is
at the heart of the National Park. A series of work programmes to help
deliver the outcomes is set out in the Plan.

Specific policies of the Plan seek to promote and enhance the special qualities
of the Park. In particular Policy 1.3 sets out that large scale commercial wind
turbines (defined as more than one turbine and more than 30 metres in
height) are not compatible with the special qualities of the National Park and
are not considered to be appropriate within the National Park, or where
outside the Park they affect its landscape setting.

Also relevant is Policy 2.3 which seeks to conserve and enhance the special
landscape qualities of the National Park, with a particular focus on conserving
and enhancing wildness qualities and enhancing opportunities to enjoy and
experience the landscapes of the Park.

CONSULTATIONS

The Scottish National Park Authorities have agreed an arrangement with
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) on respective roles in advisory casework.
This sets out that SNH will take the lead role in considering the impacts on
the National Park designation of proposals outside the Park, with the
National Park Authority supporting. Accordingly the views of both SNH and
the CNPA Landscape Advisor have been included in this report.

Scottish Natural Heritage landscape advice concludes that the extent of
significant landscape and visual impacts upon sensitive receptors, in particular

11
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the National Park, indicates that the scale of the proposed development has
exceeded the capacity of the site landscape. In summary, it is considered that:

a) The introduction of 150m high turbines onto the hills of the site,
physically and visually dominate the scale of the landscape and is contrary
to fundamental design principles and the consideration of scale within
SNH siting and design guidance

b) The horizontal extent of the development is not contained within the
ridgeline landscape

c) Whilst the development broadly appears as one large group, in many
views the turbines ranging from south to north increase in vertical and
horizontal spacing, skylining and overlap, creating an overall unbalanced
layout with respect to the underlying simplicity of the landscape.

SNH conclude that the proposed wind farm would have a significant adverse
effect on the special landscape qualities in areas close to the wind farm, for
which the Park was designated, to the extent that it would fail to meet
Scottish Planning or National Park Partnership Plan policy. SNH have formally
objected to the application on the grounds of the significant adverse impacts
on the Cairngorms National Park, and a copy of their objection is attached as
Appendix 3.

The CNPA Landscape Advisor has assessed this application and a copy of
the full response is attached as Appendix 4.

The officer advises that the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) information
demonstrates that the development will be visible from within the National
Park in the Ladder Hills and hills of the connecting Blackwater Forest;
summits and slopes west of Glen Buchat; Braes of Glenlivet and hills to the
south of the Braes; Ben Avon and nearby hills; Morven; Hills of Cromdale;
Meal a Bhuachaille and some visibility at Cairngorm at 35 km away.

In terms of Landscape Character, the application site is in the Uplands Moray
Landscape Character Area (LCA), which in terms of landform, landcover and
altitude is a continuation of the north eastern hills Cairngorms National Park
landscape character area. This LCA, along with the Braes of Glenlivet LCA, is
the most likely to be affected by the development.

The applicants’ Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) has
concluded that there will be significant adverse effects on the north eastern
hills LCA (namely the Ladder Hills) and our Landscape Advisor agrees with
this conclusion whilst noting that the sensitivity and magnitude of effect is
higher than has been assessed due to the fact that the LCA is within the
National Park and also the proximity of the turbines to the National Park.

12
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The LVIA also concludes that the impact upon the Braes of Glenlivet LCA
will not be significant. Our Landscape Advisor does not agree with this
conclusion pointing out that there is no wind farm development within this
LCA and there is currently little visibility of any wind farm development from
here. The Landscape Advisor highlights the specific landscape qualities of the
Braes of Glenlivet arising from its hidden, secluded nature which is very
susceptible to the kind of development proposed. As a result, the sensitivity
of this landscape is considered to be high. The ZTV illustrates that there will
be almost continuous visibility across the central and southern part of the
Braes of Glenlivet LCA with turbines visible from the low lying areas as well
as higher parts. Turbines will be seen along the horizon of the hill ridge as
tips, partial blades, whole blades, hubs and partial towers at distances from 6
km to 10.5 km away. The diameter of the blades is 100 metres with a swept
area of 7,823 square metres — the moving blades will be clearly visible at
these distances.

Consequently the magnitude of the impacts will also be medium to high with
the turbines substantially changing the natural skyline and the experiential
characteristics of history, sense of seclusion and secrecy, and resulting in a
significant adverse effect upon the Braes of Glenlivet. The officer considers
that the magnitude of change as compared to the originally consented scheme
constitutes a step change on the character and experience of the Braes of
Glenlivet. As well as an increase in height, there is a significant increase in
blade dimensions and swept area which adds to the apparent stature of the
turbines.

Visual Impacts have also been assessed in relation to consideration of the
visualisations provided from the 7 viewpoints from within the National Park.
These comprise photomontages and wireframes of the proposed
development on its own, in comparison to the consented scheme and also in
relation to cumulative impacts with other consented schemes. A detailed
assessment is contained within the CNPA Landscape report as attached as
Appendix 4. Key points are as follows:

a) Viewpoint 19 Morven (at 22.6 km): extent of development will be similar
to consented scheme, but increase in mass and height makes the scheme
more prominent. Effects will be significant, increasing the perceived
dominance in the landscape

b) Viewpoint I | Little Geal Charn/Ladder Hills (at 6 km): this view will be similar
to views from the northern summits of the Ladder Hills. The changed
height will affect more of the skyline with the greater size of blades
increasing visual contrast and massing with a significant effect on walkers

c) Viewpoint |12 Meall Gaineimh (at 24.8 km): this viewpoint lies within a wild
land area on the Ben Avon ridge. The proposal will be more of a
prominent focal feature than the consented scheme due to the increased
massing of turbines on the skyline and again there will be a significant
effect on walkers

13
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d) Viewpoint 14 Tom Trumper (at 10 km): located to the south of the Braes
of Glenlivet west of the Ladder Hills. Again the proposed scheme is
considered to have a greater magnitude of change than the consented
scheme due to the greater visibility and prominence, altering the
perception of scale within the Braes of Glenlivet

e) Viewpoint |16 Meal a Bhuachaille (at 34.1 km): this viewpoint is distant from
the proposed development near Glenmore. Visibility will be slightly
greater due to increased stature, but it is considered that the proposal is
unlikely to be particularly prominent

f) Viewpoint |17 Carn Eachie/ Cromdale Hills (at | 6.2km): this viewpoint is
located on the National Park boundary and is likely to be similar to views
further south on the Cromdale range. From here the proposal will read
as two groups - one of turbines, one of blades split by the intervening hill
ridge causing a confusing relationship to landform as opposed to the
previous scheme where only blade tips would have been visible

In respect of Impacts on National Park Setting from the Ladder Hills, the
upland character remains consistent as it crosses the Park boundary and
extends into the Blackwater and Glenfiddich forest with this area being a key
contributor to the setting of the National Park around its north east edge.
The wind farm will appear very much within the setting of the National Park
and will have a significant adverse effect upon this setting and would fail to
meet policy |.3 of the National Park Partnership Plan. The immediate setting
in this part of the National Park also contributes to some of the Special
Qualities experienced within the Park.

Impacts upon the Special Landscape Qualities of the National Park have been
assessed in the ES with a focus on surrounding hills, moorlands, wild land and
grand panoramas, concluding that there will be adverse impacts, but only in
the Ladder Hills area. However, there is no assessment of the special
landscape qualities of the more settled parts of the National Park and in
particular the Braes of Glenlivet which is a landscape both cultural and
natural. The proposed development will impinge upon these special qualities
to a significant degree resulting in an adverse effect upon the experience of
this place. These impacts mean that the development fails to meet Policy 2.3
of the National Park Partnerhip Plan.

In terms of the Integrity of the National Park designation and the Qualities
for which it was designated, the officer advises that whilst the wind farm
would be experienced from a number of locations in the north/north eastern
part of the National Park it could not be said to significantly affect the
integrity of the Park. However, it would have a significant adverse effect on
some of the special landscape qualities for which the Park was designated to
the extent that it would fail to meet Scottish Planning Policy.

Finally with regard to Wildness, whilst the officer concurs that there would
be no significant effect on the Cairngorms Wild Land Area |5, there are high
areas of wildness within the Ladder Hills where the special qualities of
wildness/experience will be compromised if not lost.

14
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In conclusion, it is considered that the proposed development on its own
would impact significantly on the landscape setting of the National Park and
have significant adverse landscape and visual impacts ion the Ladder Hills and
Braes of Glenlivet, and Morven. This means it fails to comply with National
Park Partnership Plan and Scottish Planning policy.

The magnitude of change, landscape and visual effects and effects on special
landscape qualities arising out of the proposed development in relation to the
consented development is considered to be significant and adverse as a result
of the increase in scale and swept blade area, as well as greater visual
mass/density.

APPRAISAL

As noted earlier the proposed wind farm is located on a site which lies
around 2.2 km (at its closest point) away from the north east boundary of the
National Park. The key planning issue for consideration is that of the visual
and landscape impact of the development upon the National Park and its
setting, with both national planning policy and the National Park Partnership
Plan setting out the need to consider the impacts of such development upon
the setting of the National Park.

These policies expressly set out that where development affects a National
Park it should only be permitted where the objectives of the designation and
the overall integrity of the area will not be compromised, or any significant
adverse impacts on the qualities for which the area has been designated are
clearly outweighed by social, environmental or economic benefits of national
importance. Scottish Planning Policy highlights that this policy approach
applies to development outwith a National Park which affects the Park, whilst
National Park Partnership Plan Policy |.3 sets out the requirement to ensure
that large scale commercial wind turbines do not affect the landscape setting
of the National Park. Finally Policy 2.3 of the National Park Partnership Plan
seeks to conserve and enhance the special landscape qualities of the National
Park, with a particular focus on conserving and enhancing wildness qualities
and enhancing opportunities to enjoy and experience the landscapes of the
Park.

Set against this background it is essential to fully consider the impacts of the
proposed development on the setting of the National Park. These impacts
have been assessed in terms of the proposal in its own right, but also in
relation to the proposal against the baseline of the existing consented wind
farm, i.e. whether the additional impacts of the development as proposed are
acceptable. When the NPA objected to the original application in 2008 it
was considered that it would adversely impact upon the National Park. This
view was not upheld by the Directorate of Environmental and Planning
Appeals or Scottish Ministers and the fact remains that there is a valid
planning consent at Dorenell for 59 wind turbines. The current proposal to
vary and extend the approved layout - by both increasing numbers and height
of turbines - now requires to be considered against the baseline of the
consented scheme and also in the light of current National Park Partnership

15
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Plan and Scottish planning policies which set out a clear requirement to
consider the setting of National Parks and its special landscape qualities,
which is more clearly expressed now than in 2008.

The applicant’s Environmental Statement suggests that the overall impacts are
not significant being limited to a small part of the National Park. Following
careful consideration and taking into account the landscape advice of our
consultees it is considered however that the impacts are significant and
adverse in this case.

There is no doubt that the proposal will be more visible from the Braes of
Glenlivet than the previous submission with the applicants’ own visualisations
illustrating this. Visibility will not be restricted to the higher summits of the
National Park, but will extend into the lower slopes of the Braes of Glenlivet
and Scalan the former Roman Catholic seminary used for training priests in
the 1700s and known as Glenlivet’s “hidden college”.

The new proposal will effectively “spill over” into the secluded Glenlivet bowl
with the large rotor blades and increased height of the proposed turbines
being out of scale and character with the landscape here. This effect will also
impact adversely on the experience of parties visiting Scalan which is an
important cultural destination in the National Park, of national importance
being a Category A listed building of architectural and historic importance, as
well as the cultural background and history it offers to the area. The
experience of visiting a “hidden” valley will be lost if infrastructure of this
scale is introduced to its setting. It will also impact adversely on the Braes of
Glenlivet Landscape character area all as set out in the CNPA Landscape
Advisor and SNH comments. This will impact adversely upon the special
qualities of the National Park and thus fail to comply with planning policies.

The proposed development will also be more visible from a number of key
viewpoints within the National Park, specifically the Ladder Hills and Morven
and will adversely impact upon the special landscape qualities, the enjoyment
and experience of walkers in these areas and the sense of wildness.

Overall these impacts mean that the proposed development will adversely

impact upon the special landscape qualities for which the Cairngorms
National Park was designated, contrary to planning policies.
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In terms of impacts upon the setting of the National Park it is clear from the
landscape assessments by both SNH and the CNPA Landscape Advisor that
application site is part of a landscape character area which contributes to the
setting of the National Park on its north eastern edge and will be seen within
this setting. The magnitude of change resulting from the proposed
development as compared to the consented development is considered to be
significant and adverse as a result of the increase in scale, swept blade area
and greater visual mass and density resulting in an adverse impact upon the
setting of the Cairngorms National Park, again contrary to Scottish Planning
policy and the policies of the Cairngorms National Park Partnership Plan.

CONCLUSION

In these overall circumstances the proposed development is considered to be
contrary to the aims of the National Park, Scottish Planning Policy and the
policies of the Cairngorms National Park Partnership Plan. It is therefore
recommended that the CNPA object to this proposed development on the
basis of the adverse impacts upon the National Park.

RECOMMENDATION

That Members of the Committee support a recommendation of
OBJECTION to the Application to Extend and Vary the Section 36
Consent and Deemed Planning Permission for Dorenell Wind
Farm, Dorenell Hill, Near Dufftown for the following reasons :

The proposed development is contrary to Scottish Planning Policy, the aims
of the Cairngorms National Park and the policies of the Cairngorms National
Park Partnership Plan 2012-2107 in that it will not conserve the natural and
cultural heritage of the National Park in the Braes of Glenlivet landscape
character area, where the increased dominance and layout of the proposed
development will adversely impact upon the setting, seclusion and qualities of
the Braes of Glenlivet and Scalan.

The proposed development is contrary to Scottish Planning Policy and to
Policy 2.3 of the Cairngorms National Park Partnership Plan 2012-2107 in
that it will adversely affect the qualities for which the National Park is
designated in relation to the significant adverse landscape and visual impacts
upon the Ladderhills, Braes of Glenlivet and Morven arising out of the layout,
scale, massing and density of the proposed development.

The proposed development is contrary to Scottish Planning Policy and to
Policy 1.3 of the Cairngorms National Park Partnership Plan 2012-2107 in
that it will adversely affect the setting of the Cairngorms National Park on its
north eastern edge.
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4. The proposed development is contrary to Scottish Planning Policy and to
Policy 2.3 of the Cairngorms National Park Partnership Plan 2012-2107 in
that it will adversely affect the wildness of the Cairngorms National Park and
opportunities to enjoy and experience the landscapes of the Cairngorms
National Park due to the magnitude of change arising out of the increased
scale, swept blade area and greater visual mass and density of the proposed
development, whereby it will visually dominate the landscape.

Katherine Donnachie

planning@cairngorms.co.uk
25 March 2015

The map on the first page of this report has been produced to aid in the statutory process of dealing with planning applications. The map is to help identify the site and
its surroundings and to aid Planning Officers, Committee Members and the Public in the determination of the proposal. Maps shown in the Planning Committee Report
can only be used for the purposes of the Planning Committee. Any other use risks infringing Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Maps
produced within this Planning Committee Report can only be reproduced with the express permission of the Cairngorms National Park Authority and other Copyright
holders. This permission must be granted intu advance.
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