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Heather Dale Garden Design
Burnbrae Farmhouse, Park, Banchory, AB31 5HH, Tel: 01330 811989,

Email: heather@hdgardendesign.co.uk

Project

Grampian Housing Association

Former Ballater School

Planting Plan - Master
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Heather Dale
14 February 2018
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Border 1 
Mixed planting to soften buildings

Border 4
Large shrubs and trees behind the 
vehicles and more detailled 
perennials inbetween. Trees also 
positioned to break up neighbouring 
gable end.

Border 3
To be similar to Border 4.

Border 5
Sitting areas and space for picnics. 
Shade tolerant ground cover where 
necessary, large shrubs and perennial 
planting for year round interest.

Border 2
Mixed planting to soften buildings

Border 6
Mixed Trees and tall shrubs to 
provide quick cover on Abergeldie 
Road frontage, also to provide 
cover and food sources for birds 
and other wildlife.

Border 7
Trees and perennial planting for visual 
impact. Also increases variety of 
species for increasing biodversity 
opportunities.

Border 8
Trees and mixed tall shrubs for easy 
maintainance, providing green frontage 
and links to wider landscape.

Border 9
This area includes trees, tall shrubs and 
smaller shrubs and perennials. The 
intention is to keep this area open 
enough that it is attractive to residents 
for sitting and walking through. 

Border 10
Mixed smaller shrubs, trees and 
perennials. Planting to soften the 
straight paths and provide a sense of 
mystery provide by whole garden not 
being visible at the same time.

Planting Design Rationale
The planting has been designed to provide as many sources of 
pollen, nectar, seeds and berries as possible for wildlife, 
including many near natives, wildlife choose food sources 
based on genus rather than species so near natives are as 
good for wildlife as natives. The planting is also of a variety of 
heights and includes evergreen species for cover which 
benefits wildlife (N Dunnett, J Hitchmough, C Jenkins, M 
Tylecote, K Thompson, R Matthews  Joyce, D, Rae. Growing 
Nature  The Role of Horticulture in Supporting Biodiversity 
(2007) Report No. 244 (ROAME No. FO6AB12)

The planting design uses a mixture of shrubs and perennials. 
Easy care shrubs in the majority of areas to minimise 
maintenance requirements, with particularly quick growing 
species on the Abergeldie Road frontage so that the green 
coverage is regained as soon as possible after building work is 
complete. This mixture includes purple leaved plants to link to 
the Copper Beech on the opposite side of the road as well as 
native and near native trees to provide links to the wider 
landscape. Areas have been created to provide the residents 
with outdoor space to enjoy as some flats do not have a 
garden. To make these areas feel welcoming, sunny sitting 
areas have been created and the entrances and paths are as 
open as possible. In these areas, where people will be sitting 
or walking more slowly, perennials have been included to 
provide greater interest.  The perennials have been carefully 
chosen to have longest lasting visual impact, the lowest 
maintenance requirements possible and good for wildlife. 
Planting has been included in the car parks to mitigate air 
pollution, increase water uptake, and soften the visual 
appearance of the area. Some plants with strong scent have 
also been included. 

Some species have been used throughout the site to create 
unity whilst some plants have only been used in some areas to 
create a separate identity, thereby creating a cohesive whole 
site with  distinct areas. 

See report for detailled plant list.

DRAFT




