














1.

FORM FOR SUPPORTING OR OBJECTING TO THE DRAFT CORE PATHS PLAN

Please note that all responses will be made public and are not valid without a full name and
postal address.

Please read the explanatory notes inside the front cover and in Section 4 (see page 12) of the Draft
Core Paths Plan before completing this form and return it by 30 June 2008. Please use this form to
set out your objections to or comments in support of the draft Core Paths Plan quoting the path
reference number where appropriate. Further copies of this form can be photocopied, obtained from
the CNPA offices or printed from our web site where you can also complete it electronically.
www.cairngorms/access/corepaths

1. Your Details (*indicates a compulsory field.)
Title Mr & Mrs First Name* Frank & Alison Last Name* Bardgett

Responding on behalf of ourselves and with authority also to represent:
James and Penny Dunbar, Kincardine House, Street of Kincardine, Boat of Garten PH24 3BY
Jeremy and Jane Fletcher, Flowerfield, Pityoulish, Aviemore, PH22 1RD
Sean Partridge and Sheena Wilson, Kincardine Cottage, Street of Kincardine, Boat of Garten PH24
3BY
Jock and Margaret Stein, Elinor Stein and Jordi Homan: Millfield, Street of Kincardine, Boat of
Garten PH24 3BY

Postal Address*

Tigh an Iasgair
Street of Kincardine
Boat of Garten
Inverness-shire

Postcode* PH24 3BY Telephone* 01479 831751
Email tigh@bardgett.plus.com

2. Do vyou think that the proposed core paths network is sufficient to give people reasonable access
throughout the area?

Please tick one
Yes No

3. Please state clearly and fully the grounds of your objection or support to the Draft Core Paths
Plan, continuing on a separate sheet where necessary.

This objection relates to the network shown on Map 20, Boat of Garten, and the comments thereon on
page 36; and also to Map 28, proposed core path GR6.

Summary The proposed network leaves the communities to the south of Spey, from Mullingarroch
through Street of Kincardine to Auchgourish (Kincardine Church) essentially cut off from the core
paths network - apart from LBS 121, which is itself a mere connecting track. The B970 road, although a



designated cycle route, is narrow, winding and (given the speed of traffic) in places dangerous for
walking. The estate track along the Spey, however, from LBS 121 to Auchgourish (ie opposite
Kinchurdy, not the Gardens), is well maintained and, to many of these respondents’ personal
knowledge, has been well used by local inhabitants for in excess of 50 years. Moreover it connects to
the long/middle distance route to Glenmore via the Sluggan Pass. Access to the river track from the
B970 at OS 938 159 is via an existing field gate and by a well-made bridge over a stream. Draft Core
Path, LBS 65, should be reinstated.

This objection therefore considers that the proposals on Maps 20 and 28 fall short of the objectives of
the Core Paths Plan because ...

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

3.4.

See para. 1.5, page 06: Core paths will provide opportunities for everyone, including walkers,
cyclists, horse riders and canoeists. The core paths network will enable people of all ages and
abilities to move around their area whether it is for getting to the shops, walking the dog or
enjoying the outdoors. Most core paths will be located on the lower ground and there will be
especially good provision close to communities. Rivers too can be designated as core paths.
This paragraph specifies the main objectives of the entire project. It suggests a plan that is
comprehensive, referring to “everyone”, “people of all ages and abilities”, with “especially
good provision close to communities”. Yet the residents of our particular small community

appear not to need to “enjoy the outdoors”.

It is not an adequate fulfilling of the objectives of the Plan to limit the Core Paths Network, as
Map 20 does, to a) long distance connections between main settlements and b) loops leading
to and from Boat of Garten itself. The settlements south of Spey, though small, may be
expected to grow by 33% within the 5 year span of the Deposit Local Plan, and provision
needs to be made for their inhabitants. The prime purpose of giving the public reasonable
access throughout their area simply has not been met on this side of the Spey. See the Outdoor
Access Strategy 2007-2012+ Cairngorms National Park - Action Area F, page 83: 6.36:There
is an inconsistency across communities in the provision of path networks. Some communities
have well developed and promoted networks within and between them while others, eg
Cromdale and Dulnain Bridge/Skye of Curr, have none. An opportunity to remedy this
inconsistency has not been taken; and if it is not taken, even existing access opportunities may
diminish as the recognised network creates new realities.

Circular or long distance routes clearly create what may be described as a ‘network’; yet to
use the word ‘network’ to insist that all Core Paths must inter-connect is an unnecessary
limitation on the essential objectives of the scheme - which is to offer outdoor access to
people where they are. The Plan as it exists accepts that a Core Path may not connect with the
others - see LBS 121; and also that it may run along a road for a short section - see LBS 64.

Draft Core Path, LBS 65, from the Spey Bridge along the Spey to Auchgourish, as shown on
Map 17 of the Draft Core Paths Plan, has the virtue of connecting the south of Spey
settlements to Boat of Garten itself (and hence to the ‘network’). It is recognised that from
LBS 121 to the Boat of Garten Bridge the track is less well maintained - in places non-
existent - and that it may have been concluded, as under 3.3, that it cannot be made ready
within two years of the Plan being adopted.

The worst section of path, however, could be bypassed by running the path from LBS 121
along the road within Street of Kincardine itself (where traffic may be expected to observe the
existing 40mph speed limit), thus crossing the Mullingarroch Burn on the road, and rejoining
the current riverbank path to the Spey Bridge via the existing stile at OS 948 182.



3.5. Street of Kincardine has no public transport connections. Supporting this route as a core path
would offer residents a safer, quicker walking route to Boat of Garten, its bus connections and
Post Office, than is currently available.

3.6. From LBS 121 to Auchgourish (opposite Kinchurdy), OS 938 159, the track is very well
maintained and no objection under 3.3 could credibly be entertained.

3.7. This hard-core track is, of course, well maintained as far as the bridge over the Auchgourish
Burn because of its use to support fishermen, and by the Kincardine Lodge estate for its own
purposes. Nevertheless these estate interests should not override all other considerations.

a.

The Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 offers a presumption of right of access to
all inland water, whether or not there are established fishing rights. The key is that
this right of access is to be used responsibly.

It is submitted that designation of this track as a Core Path would enhance and not
diminish the responsible exercise of access to the Spey at this section of its course
- where a good and broad private track already exists, suitably set back from the
river bank itself, but fenced off from fields used for grazing. Designation would
mean appropriate signage to assist walkers to understand the needs of any
fishermen, and by channeling walkers along a marked route would enhance their
safety and that of livestock, and help to safeguard the privacy of adjacent houses.
We argue that, despite any fears to the contrary, this route would fit well with the
aspiration in 1.5: Core paths will also have a very important role to play in
ensuring that people can easily experience the special qualities of the Cairngorms
National Park in a way that reduces the potential for conflict with those who
manage the land.

Kincardine Lodge is a newly built property, and access along this bank has
traditionally been exercised by local residents.

The views from this open bend of the Spey, particularly in the directions of
Craiggowrie and Cairngorm, are particularly fine and fit very well with the
objective of paths that are easy and attractive to use [1.6], high quality
opportunities for outdoor access [1.7].

Kincardine Church, set in its graveyard, is a particularly scenic and historic (from
9™ century) small Church; its door is open to visitors and the Visitors’ Book shows
that over the year people from all over the world come in and leave their name. It
is a place of local importance [Objective 3.1 (g)] to which the track offers easy and
safe access via a final few yards of road.

Further, supposing the River Spey core path LBS 65 ends as we suggest near
Auchgourish, it would connect after only a short road-walk to Map 28, GR6 - The
Sluggan Pass to Glenmore - thus offering access from Boat of Garten and the
Speyside Way direct to the heart of Cairngorm via established traditional routes, ie
the river and the hill-pass. There is a golden opportunity for joined-up thinking
here that the Draft Plan has overlooked.

It is submitted that, due to the existing level of development of this track, no
negative environmental impact would result from its inclusion in the Core Path
Network; and cost etc implications would be very limited.



3.8. Insofar as the Objectives specified for Core Paths serve as selection criteria, we therefore
argue that this section of draft track LBS 65 meets all tests and ought to be added back to the
Plan:

Objectives The core paths network will:
a) Help to conserve the Park’s natural and cultural heritage and encourage people to enjoy it

in a responsible way: YES

b) Help those living and working on the land.: YES

¢) Help to deliver the priorities for each area identified in the Outdoor Access Strategy:

YES (see 3.9 below)
d) Provide for a wide range of activities: YES
- from LBS121, LBS65 is also suitable for gentle cycling.

e) Provide for a wide range of abilities: YES

1) Include a wide range of popular routes: YES

g) Include paths within, around and between communities and to public transport connections
and places of local importance: YES

3.9. Adding back this Path and connecting it to GR6 would help to fulfill one of the priorities of
the Priorities for Action Area F specified on page 84 of the Outdoor Access Strategy:
Identifying the need for and developing better path networks around communities and links
between communities through the Core Paths Planning process. Historically the Sluggan Pass
linked Glenmore to Kincardine, its church and graveyard, and the riverside communities.
Even taken by itself, the riverside path has been used as a right of way for many years. Not to
list it as a Core Path would be a significant backward step quite contrary to the spirit of access
legislation.

4. If objecting, please indicate what change(s) vou are seeking to the Draft Core Paths Plan which
could resolve your objection, continuing on a separate sheet where necessary.

1. The inclusion of LBS 121 is warmly supported, but ...
2. We object to the omission of draft LBS 65, as on map 17 of the first draft of the Plan.
3. This objection would be resolved by the following actions:

a) Restoration of LBS 65 from the south end of the Spey Bridge at Boat of Garten (junction with the
Speyside Way) to OS 948 182; then along the B970 within Street of Kincardine to join LBS 121.

b) Restoration of LBS 65 from LBS 121 to the B970 at Auchgourish (opposite Kinchurdy), OS 938
159. If doubt exists re this junction, it was demonstrated by a respondent to Sandra Middleton of
the CNPA on 25 June 2007.

c) Connect LBS 65 along the B970 with GR6, the Sluggan Pass to Glenmore, at OS 934 153.
Signature Date

Please return your completed form to:

CAIRNGORMS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

FREEPOST NAT 21454

GRANTOWN ON SPEY

PH26 3BR

Forms should be returned no later than 30 June 2008. After that date you will be contacted by a
representative of the Cairngorms National Park Authority with regard to your objections.

OFFICIAL USE ONLY Reference:



3-44
From: automailer@cairngorms.co.uk
Sent: 24 June 2008 16:47
To: Core Path Planning
Subject: Core Paths Planning Comments
Name: Mrs Elizabeth Burn
Address: Kirkhill
Strathdon
Postcode: AB36 8UX
Email: lizburn@btinternet.com
Phone: 01975651241
Responding on behalf of:
1. Do you think that the proposed core paths network is sufficient to give people reasonable access throughout the area? Yes
2. Please state clearly and fully the grounds of your objection or support to the Draft Core Paths Plan: | would like to write in
support of the core paths especially UD05/UD06 which proposes a new bridge over the Don at Waterside and would provide a
safe walking route from Bellabeg to The Colquhonnie Hotel and Lonach Hall.
| have lived here for 20 years and always thought how wonderful it would be to have the bridge reinstated at Waterside. Hotel
guests would really appreciate being able to explore on foot the wonderful places around Strathdon without having to ever go on
the busy A944. | have a self-catering property on Waterside too and visitors tell me that being able to get straight over to the
hotel would be a ideal.
| have mentioned it to quite a few people in Strathdon and all agreed it would be really useful and well used.

3. If objecting, please indicate what change(s) you are seeking to the Draft Core Paths Plan which could resolve your objection:

Cairngorms National Park Authority

The information contained in this e-mail is confidential and intended for the exclusive use of the individual(s) or organisation
specified above. Any unauthorised dissemination or copying of this e-mail, or mis-use or wrongful disclosure of information
contained in it, is strictly prohibited and may be illegal. Please notify the sender by return e-mail should you have received this
e-mail in error.

Virus Warning: Although this email and any attachments are believed to be free from viruses, it is the responsibility of the
recipient to ensure that they are virus free. No responsibility is accepted by the Cairngorms National Park Authority for any loss
or damage arising in any way from their receipt or opening

Spam. This e-mail has been scanned for Spam. However if you feel that this is Spam please forward this to
mailmanager@cairngorms.co.uk

Page 1



3-45
From: automailer@cairngorms.co.uk
Sent: 24 June 2008 18:58
To: Core Path Planning
Subject: Core Paths Planning Comments
Name: Mrs Kay Briggs
Address: Dalwhing Mill House Glen Tanar Aboyne Aberdeenshire
Postcode: AB34 5ET
Email: kaybriggs@btinternet.com
Phone: 013398 85764
Responding on behalf of: Mid Deeside Community Council

1. Do you think that the proposed core paths network is sufficient to give people reasonable access throughout the area? Yes

2. Please state clearly and fully the grounds of your objection or support to the Draft Core Paths Plan: There seem to be no
concerns about plans for our area.

3. If objecting, please indicate what change(s) you are seeking to the Draft Core Paths Plan which could resolve your objection:

Cairngorms National Park Authority

The information contained in this e-mail is confidential and intended for the exclusive use of the individual(s) or organisation
specified above. Any unauthorised dissemination or copying of this e-mail, or mis-use or wrongful disclosure of information
contained in it, is strictly prohibited and may be illegal. Please notify the sender by return e-mail should you have received this
e-mail in error.

Virus Warning: Although this email and any attachments are believed to be free from viruses, it is the responsibility of the
recipient to ensure that they are virus free. No responsibility is accepted by the Cairngorms National Park Authority for any loss
or damage arising in any way from their receipt or opening

Spam. This e-mail has been scanned for Spam. However if you feel that this is Spam please forward this to
mailmanager@cairngorms.co.uk

Page 1



