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ABERDEEN CITY & SHIRE
STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PLANNING AUTHORITY

Date: 15 December 2011

Title: Cairngorms National Park Authority — Draft National Park
Plan and Local Development Plan Main Issues Report

1 Purpose of Report

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek approval from the Strategic Development
Planning Authority (SDPA) for a response to the consultations by the
Cairngorms National Park Authority (CNPA) on their draft National Park Plan
and Local Development Plan Main Issues Report.

2 Background

2.1 The SDPA has a shared boundary with the Cairngorms National Park within
Aberdeenshire. The Scottish Government guidance on the determination of
strategic development plan boundaries (Scottish Government Circular 2/2008)
recommended that strategic development plan areas should be drawn up in
such a way as to exclude areas within current national parks. This advice was
followed by the SDPA when it proposed its area boundary in September 2008
and was accepted by Scottish Ministers (Scottish Government Circular 3/2008).

2.2 The current National Park Plan (approved by Scottish Ministers on 15 March
2007) is a material consideration in the determination of planning applications
within the Cairngorms National Park. North East Scotland Together (2001) is
still part of the development plan in the National Park and will continue to be
until their local plan (adopted 29 October 2010) is replaced by a local
development plan.

2.3 Meetings with officers from the CNPA took place in early 2011 as part of our
liaison with adjoining planning authorities.

2.4 The consultation period for both the draft National Park Plan and the Local
Development Plan Main Issues Report runs from 19 September to 9 December
2011. The focus for the SDPA in commenting on these documents is any
strategic cross-boundary issues arising from these documents.

3 Draft National Park Plan

3.1 The Draft National Park Plan (http://www.cairngorms.co.uk/park-
authority/national-park-plan/cairngorms-national-park-plan-2012-2017) covers
the period 2012 — 2017 and builds on the current plan. It sets out a long-term
vision and objectives and what the CNPA considers necessary to deliver the
four aims of the park in a co-ordinated way.
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http://www.cairngorms.co.uk/park-authority/national-park-plan/cairngorms-national-park-plan-2012-2017
http://www.cairngorms.co.uk/park-authority/national-park-plan/cairngorms-national-park-plan-2012-2017

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

The purpose of the National Park Plan is to set the direction and framework for
all those involved in contributing to the management and success of the
National Park.

In addition to the existing plan’s 23 strategic objectives, the draft plan proposes
ten ‘5-year outcomes’ for the park, with associated actions and indicators /
targets. These outcomes are:

e More people will learn about, enjoy and help to conserve and enhance the
special natural and cultural qualities of the Park.

e The quality and connectivity of habitats will have improved, enhancing the
landscape at a Park scale.

e The species for which the Cairngorms National Park is most important will
be in better conservation status in the Park.

e The qualities of wildness in the Park will be greater.

e There will be a better targeted programme of advice and support for land
managers in the Park that delivers the National Park Plan.

e The economy of the Park will have grown and diversified, drawing on the
Park’s special qualities.

e Settlements and built development will retain and enhance the distinct
sense of place and identity within the landscapes of the Park.

e Business and communities will be successfully adapting to a low carbon
economy.

e The Park’s communities will be more empowered and able to develop their
own models of sustainability.

e The Park’s recreation opportunities will have improved the health and
enjoyment of residents and visitors.

Section 5 of the draft plan sets out its land use strategy using eight policy
directions, one of which relates to developing sustainable patterns of settlement
growth, infrastructure and communications (Policy Direction 8 — p80-82).

Proposed Response

The draft plan recognises at the start that the national park does not exist in
isolation but is an integral part of its surrounding areas and that management
needs to consider the cross boundary influences and recognise its wider
connections. However, the draft plan seems to pass over some important
issues relating to transport. There would be value in recognising the role that
the three Regional Transport Partnerships (RTPs), including Nestrans, have
and their role (along with the individual councils) in relation to the transport of
visitors to the park as well as transport within it. With the claimed 1.4million
visitors to the park on an annual basis, transport to the park may well have a
greater impact than transport within the park, particularly its environmental
impact. In this context, the plan doesn’t appear to engage with where these
visitors come from and how they get to the park which might be a topic worthy
of further consideration.



3.6

3.7

3.8

4.1

4.2

The second issue worthy of highlighting to the CNPA is that the draft plan
includes a diagram on page 13 (reproduced in Appendix 1) which would appear
to present a potentially misleading impression of the growth strategy of the
Aberdeen City and Shire Structure Plan. It indicates areas identified for “Future
Economic Growth” whereas a designation as “Focus for Future Economic
Growth” might be more appropriate. An alternative would be to use illustrative
material from National Planning Framework 2 because it is recognised that the
reproduction of a simplified version of the structure plan’s spatial strategy is
unlikely to be appropriate in this context.

The third issue is the importance of high-speed internet connections which is
highlighted in a number of places throughout the document. However, there
would be value in highlighting the role that is and can be played by the local
authorities, other economic development bodies and the wider public sector in
bringing forward the required infrastructure. These groups would appear to be
missing from the groups identified against the relevant actions on p43, where
local authorities and RTPs are also missing from the list in relation to transport
connectivity.

The fourth point to raise is to welcome the plan’s recognition of water as a key
natural resource which impacts on the National Park as well as downstream
areas outside its boundary. Land use in the National Park will have a key
impact on runoff into the River Dee and its tributaries which is critical in the
context of the use of that water downstream and the potential impacts of climate
change.

Local Development Plan Main Issues Report

The Cairngorms National Park Local Plan was only adopted in October 2010
but the CNPA is keen to prepare a replacement local development plan as soon
as possible and in tandem with the National Park Plan. The Main Issues Report
(http://www.cairngorms.co.uk/park-authority/planning/local-plan/main-issues-
report-consultation) identifies seven broad planning issues facing the National
Park:

e Special Qualities of the Park

e Resources / Reducing our Consumption

e  Support for our Communities

e Housing / Affordable Housing

e Spatial Strategy

e Support for our Rural Areas

e Connectivity and Communications

Proposed Response

The Main Issues Report does not raise any additional topics worthy of a
response from the SDPA beyond those already highlighted in response to the

Draft National Park Plan. However, most of the issues raised relate to both
documents.


http://www.cairngorms.co.uk/park-authority/planning/local-plan/main-issues-report-consultation
http://www.cairngorms.co.uk/park-authority/planning/local-plan/main-issues-report-consultation

5 Financial Implications

5.1  There are no financial implications arising from this report.

6 Recommendations

6.1 Itis recommended that the SDPA agree to send this report to the Cairngorms
National Park Authority as its response to the two consultation documents,

welcoming the opportunity to comment at this stage and wishing them well as
both plans progress to approval / adoption.

David Jennings
Aberdeen City & Shire Strategic Development Plan Manager

Dr Margaret Bochel Robert Gray
Head of Planning & Sustainable Development  Head of Planning and Building Standards
Aberdeen City Council Aberdeenshire Council

Aberdeenshire
COUNCIL

Report prepared by: David Jennings, Strategic Development Plan Manager



Appendix 1: Extract from the Draft Cairngorms National
Park Plan 2012 — 2017




Cairngorms National Park Plan 2012-2017

Consolidated list of questions for Cairngorms National Park Plan 2012-2017

NAME; Aberdeenshire Council

SECTION 2 — The Cairngorms National park (pages 13-15)

Question 1

What makes the National Park Special to you?

The National Park is special because of its people, its communities, its rivers, mountains,
habitat and wildlife. It attracts enormous amounts of visitors who see it as special and
they of course contribute to the local economy. It is special because part of it is within
Aberdeenshire Council's boundaries and Aberdeenshire is of course “from mountain to
sea the very best of Scotland".

It is also special because the people, communities, and the agencies working within it
make it so by their collective efforts.

Question 2

Do you agree with these descriptions of the special qualities?

Agree — although there needs to be a balance between visitors seeking the wildness
stated and the space to pursue outdoor activities, which underpin some of the economy.
The use of the terms “Mountain Folk" and “"Forest Folk” while poetic and romantic is not
particularly realistic or helpful. You could equally have said, probably with more
justification, that the Park is a place of pensioners, youngsters and the working population,
or indeed town, village folk, country folk, and visitors.

Question 3

Are there other special qualities you think should be explicitly identified in the National
Park Plan?

Perhaps the archaeology and geology of the area needs a higher profile?

SECTION 3 - Vision and Strategic Objectives (pages 16-22)

Question 4

Do you think the long-term outcomes should be updated and condensed? If so, how?

Section 3 Vision and Strategic Objectives is confusing. It first mentions 3 objectives then
lists 23 long term outcomes from the 1% Park Plan. The summary of progress to date is
then against the 3 objectives so what was the point of having the 23 long-term outcomes
mentioned.

There are too many outcomes in the current plan and this creates potential difficulties with
the delivery of associated actions, coordination of a range of partner organisations and
measuring/monitoring performance. The first plan is understandably aspirational, however,
future outcomes in the developing plan should be more realistic & manageable. We are
pleased to see a reduction of outcomes from 23 to 10.

It is also important that the correct range of indicators is agreed to reflect the variable
actions which will be required to deliver the outcomes. These do not necessarily need to
be part of this plan however there needs to be a recognition that they are important.




SECTION 4 — What should our focus be for 2012-2017 (pages 23-56)

Question 5 -
Do you agree the set of 10 outcomes provides the right focus for the next five years? If
not, what else is more important?

We have a concern that the issue of larger scale renewable energy facilities in and around
the Park does not appear to be fully addressed in this early section but cannot be ignored
given Government targets and policy. What is highlighted in Outcome 4 — Wildness
appears to try and restrict significant development e.g. wind turbines although the
presumption against these is not clearly stated until page 75 which is not helpful.

It is not cbvious at first glance where the issue of access to affordable housing sits.
Although further into the Plan it becomes obvious it is included in Outcome 9 we consider
that it also contributes to Outcome 7. Access to affordable housing was an outcome in its
own right in the previous plan and perhaps the Park Authority has taken the view that as it
is not the statutory housing authority it is content the Local Housing Strategy (LHS) for
each LA area will deal with these issues, taking into account the Park's wider outcomes. It
would be good, if this is the case, to say this in the Park Plan. It then allows communities
to see how and where this issue will be addressed. Outcome 8 will also be a main issue
to be addressed in the LHS.

Question 6
Which are the most important outcomes to you?
As the Council has an interest in all of the outcomes they are all important to it.

For each of the 10, five-year outcomes for the Park (pages 26-56):

Question
Five-year Outcome 1 - More people will learn about, enjoy and help to conserve and
enhance the special natural and cultural qualities of the Park.

A Do you agree that five-year outcome 1 is an appropriate one for this National Park Plan
to 20177

Yes

B Do you agree that the packages of work identified for this five-year outcome would
deliver it?

Yes. It is recognised that the packages of work represent a fair spread given likely limited
partner resources.

C Are there any better packages of work that would deliver the outcome?

Marketing & promotion — It is important to recognise the role of local groups and

| organisations in delivery and levering match funding e.g. Royal Deeside DMO.

D What can you/your organisation do to deliver the outcome? eg provide leadership and
co-ordination, provide skills and advice, provide money.

Aberdeenshire Council supports tourism development projects in the Deeside and
Strathdon area, including development of the Royal Deeside DMO, community-based
tourism and economic development projects. Activities supported include cultural and
activity-based events e.g. Deeside Sessions, Run Balmoral, Enchanted Glen, establishing
a Deeside Way web site. We continue to provide individual support to businesses eligible
under the Support for Aberdeenshire Business Scheme and similar mechanisms.

We can contribute to the development of a cultural heritage programme.

E Do you agree with the indicators and targets suggested for this outcome?

No, because it is not clear what the baseline for these are. Also, what is the capacity for
the proposed increase? Measurement of financial contribution by visitors is problematic




however we do agree that, given the pressure on public sector finances, there is a need to
consider and develop a range of visitor payback opportunities that will help to support the
level of infrastructure required by visitors in such a special location and in the 21 century.
These indicators may well be correct provided that the issues above are dealt with and

that the expectations on public bodies such as the Council to contribute is reasonable and

agreed.

F Can you tell us about better indicators or more appropriate targets?

No

G Can you provide data for better indicators?

No

' Question 8

Five-year Outcome 2 - The quality and connectivity of habitats will have improved,
enhancing the landscape at a Park scale.

A Do you agree that five-year outcome 2 is an appropriate one for this National Park Plan
to 20177

Yes, because all organisations have a responsibility to enhance and protect biodiversity.

B Do you agree that the packages of work identified for this five-year outcome would
deliver it?

Yes, It is important to ensure that future Cairngorm LBAP priorities reflect the National
Park priorities.

C Are there any better packages of work that would deliver the outcome?

No comment

D What can you/your organisation do to deliver the outcome? eg provide leadership and
co-ordination, provide skills and advice, provide money.

The Council will offer continued support for LBAP and catchment management
partnerships. However, expansion to cover say the River Don catchment will depend on
availability of financial and staff resources.

The Council continues to provide the Development Management process in the
Aberdeenshire part of the Park. That process assists with protection and enhancement of
habitats.

E Do you agree with the indicators and targets suggested for this outcome?

Yes, however indicator 1 should be about native woodland given the wording of the
outcome. There is a need to take care that these targets do not have a negative impact on
other important habitats such as species rich grassland. There are no indicators or targets
for land management and while it is probably difficult to produce appropriate indicators or
targets land management is clearly of importance and needs measurement.

F Can you tell us about better indicators or more appropriate targets?

G Can you provide data for better indicators?

There is a need to ensure that current initiatives such as Upper Dee restoration and
riparian projects establish appropriate baseline data prior to any development to enable
effective monitoring.

Question 9

Five-year Outcome 3 - The species for which the Cairngorms National Park is most
important will be in better conservation status in the Park.

A Do you agree that five-year outcome 3 is an appropriate one for this National Park Plan
to 20177




Yes

B Do you agree that the packages of work identified for this five-year outcome would
deliver it?

Yes, but the Park Authority has to appreciate that there will be many differing views as to
what the priority species for the Park will be.

C Are there any better packages of work that would deliver the outcome?

No comment

D What can you/your organisation do to deliver the outcome? eg provide leadership and
co-ordination, provide skills and advice, provide money.

The Council offers continued support for the LBAP partnership and via development
management process.

E Do you agree with the indicators and targets suggested for this outcome?

No, see B. It will be difficult to get consensus agreement on what are priority species and
therefore impossible to have actual conservation projects for 100% of priority species.

F Can you tell us about better indicators or more appropriate targets?

No comment

G Can you provide data for better indicators?

No comment

Question 10

Five-year Outcome 4 - The qualities of wildness in the Park will be greater.

A Do you agree that five-year outcome 4 is an appropriate one for this National Park Plan
to 20177

No, The Council does not believe that you can create additional wildness. The partners
cannot deliver the other 9 outcomes without having an impact on wildness, e.g. improve
access/decrease wildness. Also what is wildness? In some remote areas land is heavily
modified due to land use practice — muirburn for grouse shooting. It is not clear how one
would go about removing redundant or abandoned infrastructure apart from ensuring
commitment through planning conditions or other reinstatement agreements e.g pylons,
and in any case that may well be part of the cultural heritage that the plan is trying to
protect e.g. ruinous abandoned settlements, Canadian Logging Camps, stone circles.
There is no package of work to deliver that active management.

In reality a more realistic outcome may be to maintain the relative status quo given
increasing pressures from visitors and outdoor activities such as mountain biking.

B Do you agree that the packages of work identified for this five-year outcome would
deliver it?

No however the Council does consider the packages of work important activities.

C Are there any better packages of work that would deliver the outcome?

If this is an outcome to prevent wind farms or other large scale renewable development,
The plan needs to say so.

D What can you/your organisation do to deliver the outcome? eg provide leadership and
co-ordination, provide skills and advice, provide money.

QOur Development Management Team will follow development plan policies that are
current for the Aberdeenshire part of the park in assessing planning applications.

E Do you agree with the indicators and targets suggested for this outcome?

No for the reasons mentioned above.

F Can you tell us about better indicators or more appropriate targets?

No

G Can you provide data for better indicators?

No




Question 11

Five-year Outcome 5 - There will be a better targeted programme of advice and suppoft
for land managers in the Park that delivers the National Park Plan.

A Do you agree that five-year outcome 5 is an appropriate one for this National Park Plan
to 201772

Yes

B Do you agree that the packages of work identified for this five-year outcome would
deliver it?

Yes

C Are there any better packages of work that would deliver the outcome?

No comment

D What can you/your organisation do to deliver the outcome? eg provide leadership and
co-ordination, provide skills and advice, provide money.

No comment

E Do you agree with the indicators and targets suggested for this outcome?

Yes

F Can you tell us about better indicators or more appropriate targets?

No

G Can you provide data for better indicators?

No

Question 12

Five-year Outcome 6 - The economy of the Park will have grown and diversified, drawing
on the Park’s special qualities.

A Do you agree that five-year outcome 6 is an appropriate one for this National Park Plan
to 20177

Yes

B Do you agree that the packages of work identified for this five-year outcome would
deliver it?

Yes— This requires more detail on the delivery measures. There is no detail on what the
Strategy and Action Plan for Sustainable Tourism and the Business Partnership will be
offering and what difference they will make. In addition, there needs to be recognition of
national programmes e.g. Business gateway and its potential to deliver part of the
outcome. The Council endorses and supports the need for infrastructure improvements in
rural areas e.g. high speed broadband access/telecoms as this helps to support |T-based
business start ups and business expansion. There is no comment on the need or
otherwise for physical infrastructure such as serviced employment land, business centres,
industrial units.

C Are there any better packages of work that would deliver the outcome?

More consideration might be given to business support that might ease access to credit,
grants for “green” businesses to develop, and job creation grants. The Park Authority
needs to consider whether physical infrastructure is needed and how it can be resourced.
An additional package of work could be that the Local Development Plan which is at Main
Issues Report stage identifies sites and opportunities for business/employment
development.

D What can you/your crganisation do to deliver the outcome? eg provide leadership and
co-ordination, provide skills and advice, provide money.

Aberdeenshire Council leads on the management of the Business Gateway contract in
Aberdeen City & Shire, including Deeside, Strathdon and East Cairngorms. In addition,




the Council partners public sector and private partners in delivering economic
development projects, subject to resources being available. Financial and advisory
support is provided to eligible individual businesses, social enterprises or co-operatives
under a range of development & job creation grants & loans. In addition the Council
provides financial support to the VisitScotland VIC network and area marketing and
identifies a range of project funding opportunities including national and European
programmes. The Council is keen, for example, to explore partnership working & joint
funding bids that will deliver improved IT/broadband connectivity.

Aberdeenshire Council's Planning Gain team provide the Planning Gain service to the
CNPA, and through negotiation of planning gain and affordable housing, supported by the
Park’s Local Plan and Supplementary Guidance the team will seek to secure the delivery
of affordable housing opportunities in the Park, in order to allow workers, particularly low
paid workers, to secure accommodation in the Park.

E Do you agree with the indicators and targets suggested for this outcome?

Yes although we are not clear how these targets will be met or how easy they will be to
measure. It is assumed some indicators may take time to gather or be published.

F Can you tell us about better indicators or more appropriate targets?

The Council experiences a similar difficulty in measuring indicators. It is difficult to prove
the impact on published data such as GVA and employment figures. Gathering data at a
lower level such as increases to business incomes may prove difficult to achieve and
resource intensive.

G Can you provide data for better indicators?

We can supply business start-up numbers by Business Gateway per annum. The
Aberdeenshire target is 500 p.a.and we estimate that BG supports approximately half of
all business start-ups in Aberdeenshire.

' Question 13

Five-year Outcome 7 - Settlements and built development will retain and enhance the
distinct sense of place and identity within the landscapes of the Park.

A Do you agree that five-year outcome 7 is an appropriate one for this National Park Plan
to 20177

Yes, however there is not one distinct sense of place, rather the Park area is made up of a
range of distinct places that can be different from one another. The Park boundary is as
artificial as any local government boundary. Perhaps the outcome wording should be
changed to”"...enhance their distinct sense of place...” to make the outcome clearer.

B Do you agree that the packages of work identified for this five-year outcome would
deliver it?

The packages appear to assist in delivering protection for the various distinct senses of
place. It should be about building on the overarching characteristics of the place.

In order for settlements to be well functioning however there has to be the availability of
housing for all income levels and all members of the communities e.g. older people, those
with a disability etc. A package of measures has to be in place which will ensure these
wider needs are met. This does not just include housing but also any support required to
remain in the housing. The very nature of the Park area will make this a challenge for
partners to deliver and the communities themselves may have a greater role to play than
they currently do. Somewhere in the plan therefore this need has to be recognised and
accounted for or alternatively identified as a matter for the Local Housing Strategies.

C Are there any better packages of work that would deliver the outcome?

Package 2 should be amended to include “design” i.e. "Proactive guidance for new
development on location, siting, and design through the Local Development Plan.” You
may also wish to consider an awards and recognition programme that celebrates good




quality design and craftsmanship. An action programme for environmental improvements
in each of the settlements would assist delivery of this outcome.

D What can you/your organisation do to deliver the outcome? eg provide leadership and
co-ordination, provide skills and advice, provide money.

The Planning Gain team will seek to secure planning gain contributions to mitigate the
impact of development upon communities, where required, to enhance the quality of life in
those settlements, ensuring vibrant, functioning communities, which are well provided for,
in terms of infrastructure provision, be that education, community facilities , recreational
and sporting facilities etc. Contributions towards public or open space may take the form
of financial contributions or in kind, from development opportunities.

E Do you agree with the indicators and targets suggested for this outcome?

The indicator identified should not be the only one. The target should include the number
of schemes that are proposed and subsequently delivered.

F Can you tell us about better indicators or more appropriate targets?
If an Awards scheme is put in place an indicator could be increasing the number of
applicants for awards each time the scheme is run.

G Can you provide data for better indicators?
No but Aberdeenshire Council runs an Award Scheme and could share its knowledge.

T

Question 14

Five-year Outcome 8 - Business and communities will be successfully adapting to a low
carbon economy.

A Do you agree that five-year outcome 8 is an appropriate one for this National Park Plan
to 20177

Yes - although the objective appears relatively unambitious given the nature of
employment and earnings in the Park. In our opinion the two key measures should be to
reduce energy demand through increased energy efficiency and to increase self-
sufficiency.

B Do you agree that the packages of work identified for this five-year outcome would
deliver it?

The ranking of actions should be in the order of priority

1. Increasing the energy efficiency of existing building stock by setting standards above
the national standards for new buildings and monitor the results achieved.

2. More energy for homes & businesses will come from local renewable resources

3. Demand for locally produced food and timber products will be stimulated and
increased

In addition a deliverable package should be that the forthcoming local development plan

will contain policies in respect of the reduction in carbon dioxide emissions from new

development.

C Are there any better packages of work that would deliver the outcome?

The Council as part of its own Fuel Poverty Strategy has identified a number of projects to

increase the energy efficiency of not just its own housing stock but that of the private

sector. It is working with RGU to look at retro fit energy efficiency measures in old housing

stock which will be difficult to treat. Therefore the LA should be added to package 4 and
erhaps carry out some joint work with the Park.

D What can you/your organisation do to deliver the outcome? eg provide leadership and
co-ordination, provide skills and advice, provide money.

The Council leads in some areas e.g. sustainable community & village halls, and partners
with other organisations and the private sector in other areas of activity e.g. providing
advice and support to community organisations progressing renewable energy projects or
promoting energy efficiency & local food and timber products. And see C above.




E Do you agree with the indicators and targets suggested for this cutcome?

As a reduction in fuel poverty has been identified as a benefit perhaps there should be
some indicators to reflect this. There is an indicator available by LA area but it may be
worth contacting the Scottish Govt to see if can be available by Park area. Of course the
number of energy efficiency measures would be available by Park area. How is it
proposed to measure the target of a 25% reduction in energy savings to existing stock?

F Can you tell us about better indicators or more appropriate targets?

See E above.

G Can you provide data for better indicators?

It would be useful to have a discussion about what data is available and in what form to
see if it can be of benefit.

Question 15

Five-year Outcome 9 - The Park's communities will be more empowered and able to
develop their own models of sustainability.

A Do you agree that five-year outcome 9 is an appropriate one for this National Park Plan
to 20177

Yes. The Council strongly supports actions that empower communities and releases their
enterprise potential. This is reflected in the current and emerging economic development
strategies of the Council forward to 2016. The focus is on supporting communities to
become more self-sufficient and inclusive with opportunities for all. In Aberdeenshire
package of work 2 is already in place, indeed the HMIe inspection report on the Aboyne
Academy Learning network which takes in much of the Aberdeenshire part of the Park
received an "excellent” grade for community capacity building with praise for the local
community planning arrangements within which the Council and CNPA are very active
players.

B Do you agree that the packages of work identified for this five-year outcome would
deliver it?

Yes. The Council would also commend the contribution provided by Rural Partnerships in
the area. The Council no longer operates an external training function but can consider
contributing to projects that support training and skills development in organisations.
Service level agreements are in place with Marr Area Partnership and the Royal Deeside
Partnership to support community activity.

C Are there any better packages of work that would deliver the outcome?

Package 3 proposes innovation in affordable housing provision to find ways of better
matching new provision to local needs. This has not been followed through in the Main
Issues report, where the preferred approach is a change in a policy from 25% to 40%
provision where public funding is available, to a benchmark figure of 25% to be used in all
cases.

D What can you/your organisation do to deliver the outcome? eg provide leadership and
co-ordination, provide skills and advice, provide money.

The Marr Area Manager currently chairs the Marr Community Planning Group and
promotes community engagement and capacity building. Our budgets are very limited but
there is significant support to communities.

Registered Social Landlords and private landowners would also have a role to play in
delivering affordable housing. In many areas of the Park it is the Estate owners who
deliver the most affordable housing.

The Council undertakes a number of actions towards this outcome and subject to
resources will continue to do so. These actions include assisting and advising community
groups and social enterprises to be more sustainable and to develop assets that will
generate ongoing income, or to take over and manage Council assets. We support the




development of the Rural Partnership network and promote rural partnerships as a
contractor when working with communities. We lead on the Working for families
Programme in Aberdeenshire and the delivery of other employability actions. We provide
advice and financial support for economic community development projects and social
enterprises. We lobby to optimise available funding to communities e.g. European
Structural Funds.

The Planning Gain team, through planning gain negotiations are required to engage with
local communities to assess the impact of development upon those communities,
identifying whether there are capacity issues, in relation to education provision, community
facilities, sports and recreation provision. Communities are asked to provide the Park with
details of capacity available/or shortfall in their communities, together with local projects
that those communities are looking to deliver, to aid the Planning Gain team in negotiation
with the development industry. This will ensure that where planning gain funds are
accrued, projects have already been identified.

Further the Planning Gain team will work closely with Housing to deliver affordable
housing, in line with Park policies.

E Do you agree with the indicators and targets suggested for this outcome?

Yes, partly, although it may be appropriate also to focus on the elements of the community
plans actually being delivered as well. It would be better to measure the level of income
being generated by community projects rather than simply relying on the number of such
projects. Affordable Housing indicators need to be included. The 2™ indicator and target
is of little benefit and indeed may be counterproductive. A community development trust is
only as good as what it achieves and may just drain resources without achieving anything.

F Can you tell us about better indicators or more appropriate targets?

The indicator could be HMIle inspection reports of the Learning Community in each
academy catchment and the target could be “good” or better for the community capacity
building indicator.

G Can you provide data for better indicators?

Communities and agencies can provide evidence for the level of community capacity.

Question 16

Five-year Outcome 10 - The Park’s recreation opportunities will have improved the health
and enjoyment of residents and visitors.

A Do you agree that five-year outcome 10 is an appropriate one for this National Park
Plan to 20177

Yes, there is an increasing focus on tourism that benefits both health and wellbeing. We
believe there is a correlation between this outcome and improved facilities that benefit
both resident and visitor alike e.g. Deeside Way. The Council has a responsibility for
health promotion and wishes to encourage development that increases community and
individual wellbeing. In dealing with health inequalities inclusive promotion should be the
norm.

B Do you agree that the packages of work identified for this five-year ocutcome would
deliver it?

Yes, although the potential for some activities should not be overlooked e.g. golf
development. Perhaps there should also be a package of work around inclusion through
Inclusive Cairngorms? To an extent there is no real reference to provision for multi-use,
eg. horse riding and water based activity.

C Are there any better packages of work that would deliver the outcome?

Reference should be made to the CNP Outdoor Access Strategy aims and objectives.

D What can you/your organisation do to deliver the outcome? eg provide leadership and
co-ordination, provide skills and advice, provide money.




Advice and financial support is provided to activity-tourism projects and businesses and
social enterprises. The Council leads on the completion of the Deeside way footpath and
cycle route and its management and marketing/promotion. Potential contributions for
Core Path development from commercial applications could be secured through planning
gain negotiations. We continue to support COAT.

E Do you agree with the indicators and targets suggested for this outcome?

Yes, but how are these to be measured, and are you referring to residents, and/ or visitors
in the first indicator?

F Can you tell us about better indicators or more appropriate targets?

One indicator could be about an increase in path provision, perhaps measured by path
length.

G Can you provide data for better indicators?

No comment.

SECTION 5 — Managing competing demands on the land — Land use strategy (pages 57-
82)

Question 17

Do you agree with the key principle on page 587

Yes, but how is it to be monitored?

Question 18

If not, why?

Question 19

Do you agree with the opportunities and threats identified, if not why?

Along with Opportunities and threats we also agree with the identified strengths and
weaknesses especially lack of affordable housing and energy inefficient housing. It is good
to see improving energy efficiency as an opportunity. A further opportunity should be to
explore other tenures and methods of delivering affordable housing.

“Changes in character and setting of towns and villages through new development” could
be seen as an opportunity if designed appropriately.

Question 20

What are the particular opportunities and threats that you think the Plan should address
between 2012-20177

The plan should address improving energy efficiency and new models of affordable
housing. What will have to be considered is that in order to deliver new affordable housing
it will for the majority have to be part of larger private development to allow for cross
subsidisation. The public funding will not be available from Scottish Government without a
form of cross subsidy from the private sector.

There is also a need to concentrate on the protection of the most fragile, rare and unique
aspects of the Park’s area — habitats, species and cultural aspects of the Park not found
elsewhere. Of course at the Aberdeenshire public meetings the species identified as most
at risk was the human species.

For each of the eight policy directions (pages 67-82)

We agree in principle to them however there is duplication between them. Please
also take account of our final comments.




Question 21

Policy direction 1 - Enhance the special landscape qualities

A Do you agree with the proposed approach?

No further comment.

B Would you suggest a different or additional policy approach.

No comment. J

Question 22

Policy direction 2 - Enhance biodiversity

A Do you agree with the proposed approach?

We would be concerned that there is a risk that developers will use the "biodiversity fund”
rather than make on-site biodiversity enhancements or that the proposals that would
otherwise be refused on biodiversity grounds can “pay off” their impacts. We would also
query the legitimacy of seeking developer contributions and whether paragraph 11 of
Circular 1/2010 Planning Agreements would be met.

B Would you suggest a different or additional policy approach.

See above.

Question 23

Policy direction 3 - Expand and enhance woodland

A Do you agree with the proposed approach?

No further comment.

B Would you suggest a different or additional policy approach.

No comment.

Question 24

Policy direction 4 - Enhance resilience of habitats and land use to climate change

A Do you agree with the proposed approach?

No further comment.

B Would you suggest a different or additional policy approach.

No comment.

"Question 25 _

Policy direction 5 - Contribute to a low carbon economy

A Do you agree with the proposed approach?

Not fully.

B Would you suggest a different or additional policy approach.

Heat generation accounts for approximately half of Scotland's energy needs. Greater
emphasis needs to be placed on the potential gains from extensive commercial woodlands
which offer low carbon and long term affordabie heating fuel for homes and businesses,
and especially in helping to reduce fuel poverty long term. It has the added benefit of
providing local employment, is truly renewable and helps to displace imported energy.

The presumption against windfarms is not clearly discussed within the Main Issues
Report.

Question 26

Policy direction 6 - Provide high quality recreation opportunities




A Do you agree with the proposed approach?

No further comment

B Would you suggest a different or additional policy approach.

No comment.

Question 27

Policy direction 7 - Target proactive advice and public support to help land managers
deliver multiple benefits

A Do you agree with the proposed approach?

No further comment.

B Would you suggest a different or additional policy approach.

No comment.

-

Question 28

Policy direction 8 - Develop sustainable patterns of settlement growth, infrastructure and
communications

A Do you agree with the proposed approach?

No further comment.

B Would you suggest a different or additional policy approach.

Improvements to IT communications will require substantial lobbying as well as promotion.
There is not as strong an emphasis on the delivery of affordable housing, which is a shift
from the current plan. Why is this the case?

' Any Other Comments.

1 There needs to be consideration of the use of Delivery Groups. The performance of
some has suffered due to lack of focus and unwieldy size, irregular meetings. The
benefits of good cross sector communication should be retained but the delivery of
actions should be focused on smaller teams with a direct involvement in the actions
concerned.

2 The CNPP should incorporate the Local Housing Strategy for each of the LAs. As this
identifies the outcomes required in terms of housing priorities it should be represented
as it will feed into at least 3 of the CNPP outcomes. It is suggested that it sits adjacent
to the Local Development Plan.

Challenges faced to 2017. The impact of the “credit crunch” is still very much a
challenge and in particular access to private finance whether it is an individual looking
for a mortgage (especially fro first time buyers) or developers/RSLs looking to finance
a new housing development.

3. Who decided the outcomes and the policy directions — was this via the SWOT?

4 Format and content of the Consultation Plan is confusing. Not clear why outcomes,
policy direction and SWOT analysis are in separate sections.

Thought process not clear.

Silbe

Overall lack of clarity and cohesion in the document.




THE CAIRNGORMS NATIONAL PARK PLAN 2012-20...

Individual Participant

Question Participant Information

o 1 What makes the Natlonal Park Speclal to you?

ACT Rural Committee
It is potentially a place of pilgrimage where it is possible to experience the wonders of Gods
creation United Kingdom
Response (D 17,766,609
IP Address  86,136.52.75

Start Tme  9th Dec 2011 5:59 AM

Question

02 Do you agree with these descriptions of the specilal qualitles? Finsh Tine  9th Dec 2011 6:50 AM

The cairngorns is a special place

Biigiidll  Are there other speclal qualities you think should be explicikly
(¢ .3 identified In the National Park Plan?

The plan as it stands Is too light on peopie related issuves. While it emphasises Volunteering in
relation to Outcome one it does not give any substance to how community engagement will be
affected. On the basis that thls has not worked as wrll as it might In the past thls is a
weekness. Organisations such as local chriches and church organisations could be important
partners because of their presence through commwnities and thelr advocacy role for
communities and for disadvantaged groups but this has not happened In the past and with
out explicit reference its unclear that it will happen in the future.

gl Do you think the long-term outcomes should be updated and
04 condensed? If so, how?

The current emphasis on Lrpe access is sparse, Access is more about signals and
communication than physical issues although these are important too. Much of the plan
seems to be predicated on an assumptlon of growth but continuing growth seems unlikely 50
making use of the current resource base matters and that means more and wider invoivement

bagidll Do you agree this set of outcomes provides the right focus for the
05 next five years? If not, what else 5 more Important?

No they are insuficlently people and community focused

Question
o 6 Which are the most important outcomes to you?

Outcome 1 because it does mention people although it neds more detail
Qutcome 7 because it emphasises place which is important to centering a life and defining



Question

07

Question

08

Question

09

Question

10

Question

12

Question

13

identity and because it does give a link to communities
Qutcome B because it causes us to focus on our current materialistic life styles and points us
away from that and towards deeper values

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example;
A)

D The Scottish churches who in this area are represented by ACTS Rural committee are keen
to be involved and to link our networks to other netwarks In the park. We think that being out
in Gods creation Is important to the development of spirituality and to a centering of values
which is something that all faiths rate as important. More practically churches can act as
imformation and Interpretation centres and can provide hospltality.

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

No comment

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

No Comment

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

We approve the general concept of wildness as a means of appreclating the Important things
which are not part of a materialist culture

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

Important but we hawe no specific comments

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

We have real concerns about the assumptions of economic growth at time of recession

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

Place is important to our sense of self which matters to individual confidence and so we aplaud
the recognition of place. Place however links to communities both resident and visiting and
would have hoped to see more development of this



Question

14

Question

15

Question

16

Questicn

17

Question

18

Question

19

Questicn

20

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

Impaortant as an aspiration but harder to achleve as a result of temperatures and remoteness.
Walking is good but not possible for all s thinking about how to concerve energy in this
setting is important

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

We welcome the identilication of low cost housing as an objective There is also a need to focus
on the issue of the provision of housing for thase who work in the park, especially for key
warkers

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

Important but we have no particular comments

Do you agree with the key principle?

¥ Yes

No

If not, why?

The respondent skipped this question.

Do you agree with the opportunitles and threats ldentliflad, If not
why?

Not with all
Again the opportunities linked to people and communities should be listed as a strength
The ecomomic down turn is a threat as are the rising costs of energy

What are the particular opportunities and threats that you think the
Plan should address between 2012-177?

Opportunities to work with a wider range of organisations than in the past especially with non



Question

21

Question

Question

23

Question

Question

25

Question

26

Question

27

government/local government/ business partners

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

a yes

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

A no comment

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

AYes but only if it reconises the importance of farming and food production and is developed
In a way compatabile with this other major land use

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

Important to our care for Gods creation

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

Aimportant to place a proper emphasis on the quantity of carbon stored in our soils and the
vital role of ruminant grazed grassland in carbon storage in soils which is usually greater than
is the case for woodlands

Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for exampie:
A)

TYes as long as their is recognitionof the importance of quiet

Pilease start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

No comment



Please start your answer with the appriopriate letter, for example:
A)

A We applaud the emphasis on communication and the need for high speedbroadband
Question
2 9 Your comments

We appreciate having had the opportunity to comment

Question

30 Please enter your name:

Question

3 1 Please enter your address:

ACTS Rural Committee, 7, Forrester Lodge, Inglewood House, Alloa, FK10 ZHU

@ Please enter your telephone number:

Question

3 3 Please enter your e-mall address:
Question

34 Please tick one:

lamresponding as an wdmadual

7 lamresponding as a group/organisation

of the consultation period. Are you happy to recelve future
correspondence by emall?

@ An acknowledgment will be sent to this address soon after the end

< Yes

No



pagdll Do you agree to your response being made avallable to the public
3 6 (via publications and our webslte www.cailrngorms.co.uk)

The respondent skipped this question.

Question Where confidentlality Is not requested, we will make your responses
37 avallable to the public on the following basls. Please select one of the
following optlons:

The respondent skipped this question.

. The name and addresses of your organisation will be made available
Negsiilh  to the public {In publications and/or on our webslite
38 www.calrngorms.co.uk ). Are you content for your response to be
made availabla?

“ Yes

No



Alvie Estate Office

Badenoch Land Management Ltd . Kincralg, Kingussie
Alvie & Dalraddy Estates

PH21 1NE

Phone (01540) 651255

- - Fax (01540) 651380

Alvie Farm Partnershlp Code outside UK: (0044 540)
- E-mail: info@alvie-estate.co.uk

AIVle TI'lISt Web: www.alvie-estate.co.uk

Cairngorms National Park Plan
2012 - 2017

Response to Consultation by Alvie & Dalraddy
Estates

Q 1 What makes the Park special to you?

In common with a number of other rural areas in the Scottish Highlands the Cairngorms National Park
area has many attributes that make it a desirable place in which to live and work. It is no more or less
special than many other areas of Scotland. The District of Badenoch, which is partially within the
Cairngorms National Park, is special because it is where our families have settled and invested. Alvie &
Dalraddy Estates is also partially within the Park, its tourism enterprises benefit from investment in downhill

skiing on Cairngorm Mountain which provide for winter tourism.

Whilst there are many special areas and attractions that happen to be within or partially within the
Cairngorms National Park, there are no obvious attributes specific to the Park as a whole that make it

special.
Q 2 Do you agree with these descriptions of the special qualities

No.

As the Cairngorms National Park contains the highest plateau and some of the highest elevations in the

UK it is not surprising that it contains a number of species seldom found elsewhere in the UK.

The Cairngorms have been a destination for skiing and mountaineering long before the area was

designated as a National Park. It is one of the most popular areas in the UK for these activities.



mailto:info@alvie-estate.co.uk
http://www.alvie-estate.co.uk/

Many National Parks in the world have people living and working within it. The Cairngorms National Park

is not unique nor particularly special by being a managed landscape.

Key Theme 1
Mountains within the Cairngorms National Park are unique the same as mountains elsewhere will have
unique features. In common with many other upland rural areas where farming and forestry are marginal,

the activities of the residents are influenced by their habitat.

Key Theme 2
The Cairngorms includes some of the highest elevations in the UK. It is therefore not surprising that it

contains habitats and species rare elsewhere within the UK or near the limit of their range.

Key Theme 3
The CNP area is not unique within the UK in containing activities relevant to its mountain and woodland
habitat.

Key Theme 4
A “sense of wildness” is subjective and influenced by what visitors can see and hear. It is not unique to the
Cairngorms. Whilst relative seclusion is an attribute attractive to many visitors, the more people who visit

the area the more this “sense of wildness” will be compromised.

Q 3 Are there other special qualities you think should be identified

Badenoch & Strathspey is perhaps the most successful rural district in the Highlands to have transformed
itself from a struggling primary producer of food and timber to an economy dominated by tourism. As the
Park boundary crosses the boundaries of a number of administrative, economic and cultural areas what

could be considered special in one part of the Park may not be special elsewhere in the Park.

Q 4 Do you think the long-term outcomes should be updated and condensed

Yes

A special place

If we believe it is a special place do we need to make changes to the expected outcomes?

Distinct Character
The physical attributes such as the “diverse mix of mountains, straths, glens,...” will not be changed by the

Cairngorms National Park Authority or the Park Plan. Farming and forestry could change in response to
changing demand for food, timber and biomass. We question whether measures “to conserve and

enhance” will be desirable if it constrains primary industries meeting market demand.
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Wildness
If the intention is to continue promoting tourism and recreation as the dominant industry, this will

compromise the sense of wildness. The more people who visit the high montane areas the more the
habitat will be damaged and the more action will need to be taken to repair and manage human impacts.
The Cairngorms National Park is perceived by many visitors as a place primarily for outdoor recreation.

Unless this perception is changed the sense of wildness will be compromised and not enhanced.

If we are to have a thriving and growing economy without attracting more visitors to our high montane
areas we will need to concentrate more on economic activities other than tourism on our montane areas.
More emphasis should be put on expanding primary production in farming, forest products, minerals and

renewable energy together with associated processing.

Biodiversity and Climate Change
In order to adapt to climate change we need to be more self sufficient which means producing more of our

needs and importing less. It may need compromising some attributes in areas designated as of national or

international importance.

Geodiversity
What does this mean? We presume this refers to the geological diversity within the Cairngorms National

Park. This will not be changed and unlikely to be managed or conserved by the Cairngorms National Park
Authority.

Active and Productive Land Management
In order to be sustainable we need to produce more of what we consume. Districts within the Park such as

Badenoch have come a long way since the days when there was net emigration because the land could
not sustain the people. Food production has improved and woodlands expanded to a point where some
areas within the Park could and should be net exporters of food and forest products. We also have the

opportunity of being more self sufficient in renewable energy.

Built Heritage
Settlements were developed to house those residents ancillary to farming, forestry and field sports. Until

almost the 21 century these settlements were integral with and served the needs of the surrounding rural
areas. The more recent promotion of this area as a nice place to visit, live in and retire to has escalated the
demand for housing far beyond the jobs available. This is a common problem found with National Park
designations elsewhere in the UK and one of the reasons why the Cairngorms Working Party did not

recommend this area should be designated a National Park.

Settlements previously grew according to local demand, more recently settlement expansion has been
dominated by housing developers building housing estates primarily for incomers attracted to the area as
a result of its promotion as a National Park. As a result the settlement pattern has changed and the

traditional character of our settlements are being compromised and destroyed.

Archaeological Evidence and Material Records
The last decade has seen many historic structures neglected and left deteriorating such as the Folk

Museum building in Kingussie, The Kingussie Court House, the Kingussie Clock Tower and the
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Corrieyairack Pass. Relatively little has been done to interpret historic features such as Ruthven barracks,
castles such as Loch an Eilean and stone circles. The Cairngorms National Park Authority’s record in

caring for, recording, understanding and interpreting our historic structures has not been good.

Cultures and Traditions
Organisations such as Feis Spe has helped revive some of our cultural heritage.

A Sustainable Economy
A sustainable economy is achieved by meeting the demands of our society. At the moment we consume
more than we produce, spend more than we earn, import more than we export. To be sustainable we

need to produce more and consume less.

Thriving and Sustainable Communities
The recent influx of second and holiday homes, residents who commute elsewhere to work and those

retiring into the National Park area is threatening to compromise our heritage and culture. It is resulting in

an aging population with a higher proportion of dependents. This may not be sustainable.

We do not feel a sense of ownership of the Cairngorms National Park. It was imposed by central

government and has compromised many attributes of this area.

Employment and Businesses
Many of our businesses have survived and thrived. Some have benefited from previous investment in

timber production and farming whereas others have managed to meet demand in tourism, renewable

energy and recycling. Tourism has benefited from the promotion of this area as a nice place to visit.

Housing
In common with other National Parks in the UK and as predicted by the Cairngorms Working Party, the

National Park designation has distorted demand for housing and made the purchase of a house

unaffordable for many residents.

Transport
Whilst it would be nice to think that we can reduce our dependence on private cars. Without a massive

change in rail traffic this is likely to remain wishful thinking.

Renewable Energy, Recycling and Waste
The perception of the Cairngorms National Park is a place where the Authority aspires to import its

consumables and export its rubbish. To be more sustainable and self sufficient in energy and recycling will

require compromises to perceived “wildness”.

An Outstanding Visitor Experience

Cairngorms National Park Renowned in Scotland and Internationally
The danger of widespread recognition is that it will attract more people which in turn will compromise many

of the attributes which attract visitors to the Cairngorms National Park area.
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World Class Sustainable Tourism Destination
To sustain the area as a world class tourist destination will almost certainly mean moving upmarket to

maintain and fund high standards. Perhaps the area would better serve the needs of the nation if it
satisfied a greater number of visitors by a lesser amount than concentrating on satisfying fewer visitors

with a world class experience.

Outdoor Access and Recreation
Whilst we can agree with the aspiration of a better network of access routes and a higher quality and

range of outdoor recreation activities; we are concerned at how this might be funded and managed.
Already some recreational activities are being compromised and damaged by the inability of land
managers to manage. Land Managers no longer have the legal right to manage, control or charge for non
motorised access. If the government provides facilities, including some recreation facilities, at less than the
cost of providing these activities this is a cost to the taxpayer. The government cannot afford to continue
providing high class access and recreation facilities for free. Neither can the private sector provide these
facilities if they are competing against a public sector that is being funded by the taxpayer or cannot charge

for the services and facilities they provide.

Responsible Behaviour
There will inevitably be conflicts between residents making a living from their assets and visitors, between

recreation and primary production as well as between different forms of recreation. Whilst greater
promotion of responsible behaviour will mitigate conflicts between different interests it cannot entirely
replace the land occupiers right to manage.

Interpretation
The area, its economy and its visitors would gain more from better interpretation of its culture, history,

environment and economic activities than interpretation of the significance and meaning of the National
Park.

National Learning and Knowledge
We welcome the aspiration that this area should lead the way in sustainable development and rural

tourism.

Summary of Progress
We have some concern that the Cairngorms National Park has become the focus for many habitat,
species and land management projects and initiatives that would otherwise have been more widely
disseminated throughout our rural areas. Is the Cairngorms National Park gaining at the expense of other
rural areas of Scotland?

We understood that active water catchment management groups were not unique to the Cairngorms
National Park.

We question the value of assessing and mapping the wildness qualities of the Park, the Cairngorms
Forest and Woodland Framework, the Cairngorms Deer Framework and the Landscape Character
Assessment.
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The Cairngorms Business Partnership has developed out of a Destination Management organisation
(DMO) based on Badenoch & Strathspey. It will be interesting to see if it can successfully service the
Cairngorms National Park area as a destination rather than the more obvious economic area of Badenoch
& Strathspey.

Q 5 Do you agree this set of outcomes provides the right focus for the next
five years?

No. We are in an economic recession caused at least in part because we have been consuming more
than we have been producing, spending more than we have been earning and expanding the public
sector beyond what the nation can afford. Over the next 5 years we should be concentrating on redressing
the balance by being more self sufficient and sustainable and down sizing the public sector. We need to

reduce bureaucracy and improve productivity.

Q 6 Which are the most important outcomes to you?

The most important outcome is to develop a more sustainable, self sufficient and resilient rural economy.

We need to retain and return settlements to their previous function of servicing the needs of their
surrounding rural areas. We should be discouraging further housing estate developments for second
home owners and commuters.

Q 7 Enjoying, conserving and enhancing the natural and cultural qualities

A. Do you agree that five-year outcome 1 is an appropriate one for this National Park Plan to

2017

We need to be aware of the dangers of attracting more visitors to an area that includes among its
attributes seclusion, wildlife and a wilderness experience. For those that reside in this area or visit we
agree that we should endeavour to improve their enjoyment and understanding of this area. This will

include improving interpretation of its culture, history, economy and environment.

B. Do you agree that the packages of work identified for this five-year outcome would deliver

it?

We don't agree on the five-year outcome.

C. Are there any better packages of work that would deliver the outcome?

The Cairngorms National Park Authority needs to have a better understanding of the impact of different
types of visitors and those attracted to the Park as a result of its promotion as a nice place to live. This
outcome is about tourism and promoting the park. What this area needs is a more selective approach to
tourism and an improvement of the experience of those who visit.
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D. What can youlyour organisation do to deliver the outcome?
We can and do provide Estate and wildlife tours as a means of explaining land use, history, economy and
culture and viewing wildlife. We also give occasional lectures. Unfortunately such events are economically

marginal, often done at a financial loss to ourselves.

E. Do you agree with the indicators and targets suggested for this outcome?

No. The accuracy and quality of the information disseminated is more important than the number of
recipients. There are too many charitable pressure groups disseminating questionable information and

propaganda for their cause which they pass off as factual information.

F. Better indicators or more appropriate targets?

The number of people who leave with a better understanding of our rural economy, environment, history

and culture.

G. Can you provide data for better indicators?
No.

Q 8 Quality and connectivity of habitats and enhancing the landscape

A Do you agree that five-year outcome 2 is an appropriate one for this Plan?

This depends on what is regarded as “improved”.

B. Do you agree that the packages of work identified would deliver it?
Land is finite, we require more productivity to make our economy more self sufficient and sustainable. We
require more wood production making our area more self sufficient in wood products. This will not
necessarily be delivered by increasing the area of forest cover or increasing native woodland

establishment.

Increased wood production and greater diversity of species can be achieved by increasing the proportion

of non native conifers.

Better management of our haughlands by utilising man made embankments to reduce the number of flood
events will increase the biodiversity of the land protected and act as a means of holding water thereby

slowing water discharge. This would help biodiversity and flooding down river.

C. Are there any better packages of work that would deliver the outcome?

Encouraging a greater range of tree species, not just native species.

Reverting to the use of fencing as an essential management tool.
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D. What can we do to deliver the outcome?

This depends on what is regarded as improved.

E. Do you agree with the indicators?
No. The total area of a particular land use is less important than the ability of the land use to achieve

agreed objectives.

Q 9 Species considered important will be in better conservation status

A. Is outcome 3 appropriate?
No. Almost all of our “wild cats” are interbred with feral cats. Capercaillie is a re-introduced species at the
edge of its climatic range. A continuing unchecked increase in raptors and other predators will adversely

impact on many prey species, some of which are relatively rare or endangered.

Q. 10 The qualities of wildness will be greater

A. Is outcome 4 appropriate?
No. To be sustainable we need to produce more of what we consume and produce goods and services
that can be sold to others in exchange for goods and services that we consume but do not produce. We
can be relatively efficient at producing food, minerals, forest products and renewable energy. To be
efficient and cost effective at production we need access. Vehicular access is also required or desirable for

several forms of recreation.

To produce a pretty landscape achieved at the expense of us becoming less sustainable or self sufficient
in the goods that we can produce is unsustainable, irresp