
Making Aviemore walking, 
cycling and wheelchair friendly

As part of Heritage Horizons: Cairngorms 2030, an 
ambitious programme is underway to put active and 
sustainable travel at the heart of a greener future for 
the National Park. 

This project is aiming to make it easy and safe for 
residents and visitors to get around in Aviemore 
without a vehicle. 

By improving infrastructure and public spaces, we 
want to make it more enjoyable for everyone to walk, 
cycle or get around using a wheelchair. 

Listening to local thoughts and ideas is very 
important to us and will help us deliver changes 
which benefit everyone. 

Thank you for taking the time to get involved!



Community input
Last year we received more than 600 ideas 
and comments from local residents. 

Thank you to everyone that got involved!

Your feedback helped us understand key 
problems and opportunities for walking, 
cycling and using a wheelchair in 
Aviemore. 

We heard from people through:
- School lessons
- Drop-in sessions for local residents and 

businesses 
- Meetings with local groups
- Site visits with local people
- Online engagement 
- Emails and phone calls

We mapped all 
the comments 
alongside a 
technical audit 
to help us 
develop 
proposals.

Other
Reduce speed limit
Improve crossings

Improve underpass
Poor access to the hospital

Pavements in disrepair
Improve the orbital path
Improve public transport
Pedestrian safety issues

Poor infrastructure eg unsafe crossing
More bike facilities needed

Poor accessibility eg missing dropped kerbs
Infrastructure improvement ideas

Issues and ideas raised 

Pupil’s ideas for change

Aviemore residents, 
including people with 

disabilities

School pupils

Online

Other
Bridge to cross A9
Make roads safer

Remove cars
Reduce pollution

Clean up litter
Improve paths

Bike/ scooter hire
Better places for young people

Infrastructure improvements
Improve greenspaces



Town-wide approach
So the project benefits residents and 
visitors alike, we are considering the 
whole town holistically.

There is a need for improvements 
throughout the town. The photos show 
some of the issues identified.

The section of Grampian Road between 
the train station and the Santa Claus 
drive roundabout is complex. We are 
developing ideas but it requires more 
consideration and conversations with 
businesses and stakeholders. Concept 
designs for this section will follow in due 
course.

A lot of missing dropped kerbsMissing pavements

Inaccessible infrastructure 

Parking blocking routes

Poor surfacing and more 
missing dropped kerbs

Underpasses and paths need improvement

Neighbourhoods
areas

Grampian road

Dalfaber Drive

Narrow pavements which aren’t pleasant to 
walk along. 

People don’t like cycling on the road so ride 
on the pavements. 

Wide junctions are difficult to cross.

Lack of seating and bike parking.  

Inconsiderate parking can block pavements and make 
it difficult and unsafe to cross the road and cycle.

Very wide junctions 
into side roads means 
vehicles drive faster 
and it’s less safe for 
pedestrians to cross.

Overgrown vegetation.

People don’t feel safe to 
cycle on the road so ride 
on the pavements, causing 
conflict with pedestrians. 

A lack of seating and 
bike parking.

Overcrowded and cluttered pavements, difficult to cross, busy road 
which is unpleasant to cycle on, opportunities to celebrate heritage. 



Neighbourhoods
Having heard from local people, it is 
clear there is a need for small 
improvements to residential areas 
across Aviemore. Connecting where 
people live to greenspaces and 
services, these areas are very important 
for local daily journeys.

As examples, poor pavement surfacing 
and missing dropped kerbs make 
getting about by wheelchair or mobility 
scooters very difficult; overgrown 
vegetation and missing pavements 
make it less appealing to walk; and a 
lack of cycle parking puts people off 
cycling for short journeys. School pupils 
would like to see greenspaces improved 
to enhance Aviemore’s sense of place.

The concepts include:
• Pavement improvements
• New dropped kerbs
• Improved underpasses
• Accessible ramps
• Improved greenspaces
• New benches and cycle parking
• Car parking reviews
• Removing barriers to paths
• Improved signage and wayfinding

Click here for more details. Illustration of ideas to improve the 
ramp to the train station

Seating and greenspace improvements 
could make walking more accessible 
and enjoyable.

Proposals for all residential areas of Aviemore informed by local people’s comments and audit

Community nurses said they would 
be more likely to use bikes for visits if 
they could easily lock them. 

There are opportunities to install 
more cycle parking across Aviemore.

People highlighted underpasses that 
need improvement across Aviemore

More dropped kerbs are needed to 
make pavements accessible for all

https://res.cloudinary.com/commonplace-digital-limited/image/upload/v1681909414/projects/628f63b263c4c2b3bbd9d151/media-upload/Neighbourhoods Concept Designs.pdf/vlzrworjdsjvevzhx9mh.pdf


Grampian Road
As the main north-south route 
through the town and with shops, 
local amenities and public 
transport facilities, Grampian 
Road is very important for local 
journeys. 

People told us that it is currently 
difficult to cross the road and 
junctions and unpleasant and 
unsafe for cycling along.

The concept designs include 
improved footways and 
crossings, a separate cycle track 
and better public spaces with 
benches and cycle parking.

The section between the train 
station and the Santa Claus drive 
roundabout is complex so it 
requires more consideration. 
Concept designs for this section 
will follow in due course. We 
think there is opportunity to make 
the town centre work better for 
local residents, businesses and 
visitors alike.

Click here for more details.

Illustration of the initial concept design near the Post Office

Continuous footways and cycleways give people 
priority to cross junctions and provide continuity 
and flow. 
Here is an example from Germany

Planting and seating give people places to rest and enjoy. Here is an 
example from Glasgow:

Here is an example from Glasgow of a separate cycle way 
with pedestrian crossings and a planted buffer zone. 

© Cycling Embassy of Great Britain

Illustration of the initial concept design near Burnside Avenue

Illustration of the initial concept design near Tamanna restaurant

https://res.cloudinary.com/commonplace-digital-limited/image/upload/v1681909411/projects/628f63b263c4c2b3bbd9d151/media-upload/Grampian Road Concept Designs.pdf/e9p09vycl0tkpftrge3d.pdf


Dalfaber Drive
Providing a key route to shops and 
services, residential areas, the golf 
course, local walking as well as long 
distance routes - the Speyside Way 
and the National Cycle Network, 
Dalfaber Drive is important for local 
people and visitors alike.

The concept design continues the 
cycle track and makes it easier and 
safer for people walking or using a 
wheelchair to cross the road and the 
junctions. 

Dalfaber Drive has specific 
constraints like the railway bridge. As 
the only road to the hospital and 
industrial estate, we need to make 
sure the proposals work for everyone. 
We are speaking with partners about 
the options for this section.

We are in conversations with The 
Highland Council and will ensure that 
the concept design complements their 
recent work on Dalfaber junction and 
the level crossing upgrades. 

Click here for more details.

Well designed crossings are important to 
improve safety and help pedestrian, bike 
and vehicle traffic flow well.

Here are some examples:

The designs would complement the Dalfaber
Community Park Proposals

Continuous footways give pedestrians 
priority to cross junctions. 

Here is an example from London:

Illustration of the initial concept design near the Co-op

© Bicycle Dutch

A separate cycle way could make 
cycling safe and enjoyable for all, whilst 
also making the pavement better for 
pedestrians. 

Here is an example from the 
Netherlands:

© Bicycle Dutch

School pupils said they would like 
to see greenspaces improved.

Opportunity to improve places to 
sit, play and enjoy.

https://res.cloudinary.com/commonplace-digital-limited/image/upload/v1681909404/projects/628f63b263c4c2b3bbd9d151/media-upload/Dalfaber Drive Concept Designs.pdf/fxvuqpaovhjlnxrpenqr.pdf


What happens next?
There are a lot of variables making it difficult to give exact timeline but 
if there is support for the project locally, here is an indicative timeline:



We’re keen to hear your thoughts!

➢ Fill in the feedback form

➢ Visit cairngorms2030.commonplace.is
➢ Email transport@cairngorms.co.uk 
➢ Phone 01479 873 535 

Thank you for taking the time to get involved.


	Slide 1: Making Aviemore walking, cycling and wheelchair friendly 
	Slide 2: Community input
	Slide 3: Town-wide approach
	Slide 4: Neighbourhoods
	Slide 5: Grampian Road
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8

