




Planning Department 
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Grantown on Spey 

PH26 3BR 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Subject: Local Development Plan 2020 - Ballater 

 

 

 

 

30 March 2019 

I am writing as a follow up to your almost unannounced visit, or so called Drop in Event, to Ballater 

on the 19 February 2019, where we heard yet again that you are resurrecting the large scale housing 

development previously proposed in 2009, on basically the same site, specified as Hl. 

Having read the Hardcopy Local Development Plan, which I note did not include the Strategic Flood 

Assessment Map for Ballater and laboured through the various websites and the all too numerous 

attachments, designed to deter any lay person like myself from contributing, I hereby lodge the 

undermentioned objections to the plan viz: 

The adoption of this plan and the building of up to 250 houses would result in a complete 

visual blight on the perfect landscape and the view of the Strath coming from Tullich, which 

has been captured by many well renowned artists over the years. It should be recognised 

that Ballater is unique, being a combination of countryside, village and mountains 

(Lochnagar) which is without doubt outstanding and would be severely spoilt by this 

Proposal for a sprawling housing estate. 

The proposal fails to meet your Policy Statement on New Housing whereby it states "it 

should reinforce or enhance the character of the settlement". This proposed large scale 

development on the East of the village will appear as a total eyesore to the entrance of the 

village and can in no way be viewed as "enhancing the character" of Ballater. 

The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment report understates the likely risk of flooding to the site 

of Hl, particularly if the Climate Change factor of 20% (Section 8 of the Report) is taken in to 

account. The extent of River flooding shown in the Strategic Flood Assessment Diagram 

miraculously stops on the edge of Hl on the Old Railway Line. This I suggest is wishful 

thinking on your part and does not fully reflect what happened when Storm Frank hit in 

December 2015. 

I am all in favour of ensuring provision is made for an adequate number of low cost housing for local 

people, but this does not have to be at the expense of spoiling Ballater as a tourist attraction, which 

is my contention will result if you proceed with your plan. Surely after ten years having elapsed from 

your last submission in 2009, you must be capable of coming up with a better and substantially 

different plan than before. It would seem to me that you are devoid of fresh ideas and perhaps you 



should properly consult, at an Open Meeting, the Community and LISTEN to their views as against 

imposing your unwanted scheme. 

Finally, I would suggest that when, not if, there is a repeat of the 2015 Flooding and parts of Hl are 

flooded the CNPA will be clearly held responsible for pressing ahead with this proposal against all 

common sense. It will be interesting to see who within the Planning Department will be held 

accountable. 

Yours faithfully 

PS perhaps you would be good enough to acknowledge receipt of this letter 


